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This research presents a critical and comparative study of the fundamental
problem of Freedom and Necessity in two distinct intellectual traditions:
German Idealism and Sadrian Theosophy. Moving beyond traditional,
reductionist dichotomies (Determinism and Absolute Free Will), the
article demonstrates how both philosophers achieve a profound and
sophisticated understanding of Freedom as an ontological manifestation.
The analysis shows that Schelling, by introducing the concept of the abyss
of the Ungrund, defines freedom as a supratemporal act that arises from
this dark, shapeless ground and yet, is itself the necessary and ultimate
basis of Existence. In contrast, Mulla Sadra, by relying on the ontological
principles of the Primacy of Existence, the Gradation of Existence, and
especially the innovative doctrine of "the Matter Between the Two
Matters” based on Substantial Motion, explains freedom not in
contradiction to necessity, but as its inherent continuity and the highest
stage in the process of Existential Perfection (Becoming). The result of
this re-examination reveals a striking Convergence between the two
thinkers in defining freedom as an Ontological Matter that is not an
exception to the unified cosmic order, but its most Self-Conscious and
Highest Manifestation. Freedom is deeply interconnected with necessity,
revealing its true, Paradoxical nature.
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Extended Abstract

The perennial problem of the relationship between human freedom and the structural
necessity governing the cosmic order constitutes one of the most challenging inquiries in the
history of metaphysics. The fundamental dilemma lies in articulating the possibility of a truly
free will within a universe purportedly dominated by the principle of causality and
metaphysical determination. Traditional philosophical responses have invariably gravitated
toward one of two extremes: either the abyss of radical determinism, which dismisses
freedom and moral responsibility as a mere psychological illusion stemming from ignorance
of the causal chain, or absolute indeterminist libertarianism, which posits human will as an
illogical and impossible rupture within the seamless unity of being. This investigation posits
the imperative of seeking a "third way"; a path that neither negates necessity nor sacrifices
freedom, but rather uncovers the paradoxical, ontological nature of this profound
relationship.

Moving beyond these traditional and reductionist dichotomies, this rigorous study
undertakes a systematic endeavor to illuminate the striking structural convergence between
two profoundly different intellectual traditions: German Transcendent Idealism, focusing on
F.W.J. Schelling's later doctrine of Transcendent Freedom , and Sadrian Transcendent
Theosophy, emphasizing Mulla Sadra's innovative doctrine of "The Matter Between the Two
Matters”, deeply rooted in his theory of Substantial Motion. The core objective is to
demonstrate how both philosophers, despite fundamental divergences in their intellectual
provenance, conceptual framework, and philosophical idiom, arrive at a deeper, more
sophisticated understanding of freedom as an ontological manifestation. For both, freedom
IS not an exception to the unified cosmic order, but rather its most self-conscious and highest
manifestation. Secondary objectives include the precise explication of Schelling's
"Transcendent Freedom" and Sadra's "Matter Between the Two Matters", the analysis of their
underlying ontological foundations, and a structural comparison of these two solutions to
delineate their essential commonalities and differences.

The research methodology employs a Critical-Comparative Analysis approach. Initially,
the paper provides an immanent and critical analysis of the philosophical bases of each theory
of freedom, drawing directly from the philosophers' primary works: specifically, Schelling's
Philosophical Investigations Concerning the Essence of Human Freedom (1809) and Mulla
Sadra's Al-Asfar al-Arba'ah and Al-Masha'ir. Subsequently, grounding the comparison not
in historical influence but in their shared metaphysical concern (reconciling freedom with a
systematic necessity), the two perspectives are brought into a structured dialogue. The
emphasis of the comparative stage is placed on structural convergences in key ontological
concepts, such as existential freedom, rather than mere linguistic correspondences.

The analysis reveals that Schelling's ontological articulation of freedom fundamentally
relies on introducing the abyss of the "Ungrund", a dark, non-rational, and eternal realm of
necessity, into the very heart of the Absolute. Human freedom, in this framework, is a
repetition of the internal cosmic drama between the Ground the dark, necessary nature in God
and Existence (Existenz) the conscious, free Spirit (Geist) of God. For Schelling, freedom is
a supratemporal, transcendent act that emerges from this formless, dark Ground and yet
serves as the ultimate necessary foundation of the individual's conscious, temporal existence.
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Thus, Schellingian freedom founds necessity; it is an eternal free choice by which the
individual determines their fundamental, inner essence (the eternal character) prior to any
empirical moral choice in time. This transcendent act elevates freedom from a psychological
phenomenon to a metaphysical determinant of existential destiny.

In contrast, Mulla Sadra, utilizing the foundational ontological principles of the Primacy
of Existence, the Gradation of Existence, and particularly his innovative doctrine of
Substantial Motion, explains freedom not as a contradiction to necessity, but as its inherent
continuity and the highest stage in the process of existential becoming. Sadra's doctrine of
"The Matter Between the Two Matters”, informed by Substantial Motion, asserts that the
human soul is in a constant state of transformation and becoming. This motion is dependent
both on the necessary causal system of the universe (which necessitates its occurrence) and
on the soul's self-conscious will and perfection (which determines its final direction).
Consequently, Sadrian freedom is a continuous, temporal, and historical process where
human agency operates in a vertical, not horizontal, relationship with Divine Agency.
Freedom, therefore, is the highest level of existential perfection and the "conscious and free
link in the necessary chain of being".

The empirical findings of this research confirm a striking structural convergence in the
solutions offered by these two great philosophers to overcome the determinism/libertarian
dichotomy. Both thinkers: 1. Elevate freedom from the level of empirical choice to the
metaphysical and ontological level, recognizing it as the very essence of individual identity;
2. Define freedom not "against” necessity, but "in relation to" it, agreeing that freedom is
ultimately the highest form of self-conscious necessity. For Schelling, freedom is the self-
consciousness of the dark Ground; for Sadra, it is the self-consciousness and perfection of
the necessary process of existential evolution. In both systems, freedom finds its ultimate
meaning within the framework of the Absolute, as either its repeating drama or its highest
manifestation.

However, this structural convergence masks profound fundamental divergences
stemming from their distinct conceptions of the Absolute: 1. The Absolute's Relation to the
World: Schelling's God is a "dynamic life" and a "historical God" who undergoes a dialectical
process of becoming (the tension between Ground and Existence) to achieve self-
consciousness (Dynamic Panentheism). In contrast, Sadra's God is the Necessary Existent by
Essence, simple, pure, and perfect, precluding becoming in His essence; the world is merely
the manifestation of His existence in lower ontological grades, not an internal divine drama.
2. The Nature of the Free Act: Schellingian freedom is a singular, eternal, and supratemporal
act that necessitates the individual's temporal destiny. Sadrian freedom is a continuous,
historical process within Substantial Motion, whereby the soul constantly recreates its
identity through free choices in every moment of time. These divergences lead to different
consequences concerning the Problem of Evil and the temporality of responsibility.

The ultimate conclusion of this study is that by revealing the profound convergence
between these two towering thinkers, the paper advances a paradoxical and deep definition
of freedom: freedom is not a rupture from the cosmic order, but its most self-conscious and
highest manifestation. Freedom is inextricably linked with necessity at its deepest levels, and
its paradoxical nature unveils the genuine essence of human will. This understanding of
ontological freedom serves as a fundamental critique of reductionist or purely liberal
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conceptions of freedom, opening new horizons for cross-cultural philosophical dialogue and
the necessary deepening of the discourse on freedom in both Western and Eastern
philosophy. The research ultimately provides a comprehensive ontological model for
resolving the freedom-necessity problem, reconciling both the determined and autonomous
dimensions of human existence.
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