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This study answers these fundamental questions: Is there a norm in the
sense of the author’s meaning or interpretation of a text? And why, if a
text can be understood correctly, can there still be multiple interpretations
of it, all of which seem to be valid to some extent? By introducing the
concept of “non-permanent shape”—a practical concept distinct from
Frege’s conceptual method and Kripke’s possible worlds—and by using
two linguistic principles, this study navigates between two conflicting
hermeneutical proposals. Through this perspective, it is shown how the
author’s intended meaning can be achieved while also legitimizing the
existence of multiple interpretations of the text. In addition, two key
examples of the application of this proposal are presented, which examine
Quine’s analytic-synthetic theme from a new perspective. These show
how the structure of non-conformity can help to analyze the ambiguities
inherent in the boundaries of philosophical concepts while at the same
time avoiding a stereotypical interpretation of the text.
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Extended Abstract

This study addresses the following fundamental philosophical question: Does a norm exist,
in the sense intended by the author, for interpreting a text? If so, why do multiple
interpretations of the same text seem valid to varying degrees? To resolve this tension, the
study introduces the concept of "Non-Permanent Structure™ (NPS), a practical framework
distinct from Frege's conceptual methodology and Crape's theory of possible worlds. By
integrating two linguistic principles, NPS offers a mediating path between two conflicting
hermeneutical approaches. Through this lens, the study demonstrates how the author's
intended meaning can be systematically accessed while simultaneously legitimizing the
coexistence of multiple valid interpretations.

Two pivotal applications of NPS are presented, re-examining Quine's analytic-synthetic
distinction from an innovative perspective. These cases illustrate how the structure of
discontinuity inherent in NPS enables the analysis of intrinsic ambiguity at the boundaries
of philosophical concepts. Furthermore, NPS prevents rigid, stereotypical readings of texts,
allowing for both traditional and novel valid interpretations of the same work. By bridging
authorial intention and interpretive multiplicity, this framework challenges static
hermeneutical paradigms and underscores the dynamic interplay between textual stability
and semantic fluidity in philosophical discourse.

In hermeneutics, fundamental questions persist: Can we access the author's intended
meaning of a text? Is there a method to achieve this? If no such method exists, must we
accept an infinite multiplicity of interpretations, rendering interpretation an endless
process? As Weinsheimer (1991) observes:

The temptation inherent in interpretation is always to slide into the abyss of absolutism
centered on the singular or relativism centered on the plural. Yet only by avoiding both
simplistic solutions can we truly engage the fascinating question: How is it that a text can
generate correct interpretations—valid yet distinct from the text itself, while remaining
intrinsically tied to it? (p. 136)

Two primary approaches emerge in response. The first asserts a normative criterion for
accessing a text's true meaning, positing that hermeneutics aims to achieve a better
understanding of the author's intent than the author themselves. This objective, termed
objective interpretation, holds that the author's intention serves as the authoritative
standard. As Hirsch argues, "An interpretation is objective when the historical-cultural
context of the interpreter plays no role in its formation. Objectivism maintains there exists
only one correct interpretation of a text. We attain this singular truth only when the
interpreter's historical and cultural position does not influence the interpretation™ (Hirsch,
as cited in Vaezi, 2012, p. 46).

The second approach, exemplified by Gadamer, rejects the idea of a fixed norm or
method for accessing an "objective" textual truth. Gadamer argues that meaning is separate
from the author's consciousness: "The goal of interpretation is to grasp what the text itself
says, not what the author intended. In the process of understanding, the interpreter seeks
agreement with the text on a shared subject matter. The interpreter does not initially pursue
the author's intent but strives to comprehend the text's discourse™ (Vaezi, 2012: 46).
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Gadamer conceptualizes hermeneutics as a triad of understanding, interpretation, and
application that overlap dynamically. He insists that understanding is inseparable from
application. For Gadamer, there is no text apart from understanding, as this separation
presupposes a subject-object dichotomy. Every text (e.g., scripture) is rewritten with each
reading, not chaotically but cyclically—the hermeneutic circle. The text emerges in the
process of understanding, and understanding itself emerges within the text (Khatami, 2029:
452).

Central to Gadamer's hermeneutics is application, which he defines not as a technical
step but as an existential dimension of understanding. The interpreter approaches the text
from a problem-oriented perspective, shaped by their historical context and biases:
"Application is not about how understanding might be correctly applied; rather, it reveals
how understanding itself is realized. The reader engages with the text through a problem
framework arising from their hermeneutic situation, making interpretation inseparable
from the interpreter's context, interests, and anticipations™ (Vaezi, 2012: 48).

This tension raises a critical question: Which approach is valid? Does a norm exist for
accessing the author's intended meaning, or is interpretation inherently pluralistic? If a text
can be understood correctly, why do multiple, seemingly valid interpretations coexist?

This study proposes a balanced approach between these hermeneutic extremes by
introducing a new definition of the "word" and two linguistic principles. We argue that:
The author's intended meaning is accessible, albeit not absolutely. Multiple interpretations
arise not only from textual ambiguity but also from the dynamic interplay between the
text's Non-Permanent Structure (NPS) and the interpreter's historical context.

To substantiate this, we first critique Hirsch's reliance on authorial intent and Gadamer's
relativism. Subsequently, we introduce NPS—a framework rooted in linguistic fluidity and
semantic openness—to demonstrate how interpretations can align closely with the author's
intent while accommodating multiple valid readings. The criterion for distinguishing valid
interpretations lies in the dialectical process of application, where understanding unfolds
through the text's temporality and the interpreter's situatedness. By bridging these
perspectives, this study challenges rigid dichotomies between objectivity and relativism,
offering a hermeneutic model that reconciles fidelity to the text with the inevitability of
interpretive multiplicity.

The NPS is formalized as a triadic configuration:
(X, x;,t)
Where:
X: A determined unit (word, phrase, or concept).
x;: Determinative data (historical, cultural, existential) shaping X’s meaning at time t.
t: Temporal dimension mediating meaning.

Data Classification: Natural/Existential Data: Pre-understandings based in

Heideggerian Dasein (e.g., shared linguistic conventions, embodied human experience).
Singular Data: Culture-historical contingencies influenced by foundational events (e.g.,
religious doctrines, scientific revolutions). Neutral Data: Non-constitutive features (e.g.,
phonetic form) that do not alter core meaning.
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Principles of Meaning-Formation: Deferral of Meaning-Application: Meaning either
crystallizes through pragmatic application or remains deferred through semiotic chains, but
not both simultaneously. Bounded Infinity: Meaning-generation is potentially infinite but
constrained by existential, social, and temporal limits.

Synthesizing Hirsch and Gadamer: Authorial Intent: Shared singular data (e.g.,
historical context) anchor interpretations to the author's "verbal meaning™ (Hirsch),
preserving objectivity. Interpretive Plurality: Diachronic shifts in singular data (e.g.,
evolving cultural paradigms) validate new interpretations, consistent with Gadamer's
historicism.

Case Studies: Quine's Analytic-Synthetic Distinction: The synonymy of terms like
"bachelor" vs "unmarried man" depends on contextually bounded data, resolving Quine's
critique of infinite regress. Philosophical Ambiguity: Competing singular data (e.g., pre-
vs. post-Islamic conceptions of justice) generate interpretive conflicts, providing tools for
clarification.

Non-Permanent Structure: A hybrid model that integrates hermeneutic theory with
analytic philosophy, transcending the author-reader dichotomy. Fractal Semantics: Lexical
units are reconceptualized as "micro-texts" with recursive, context-dependent structures
that mirror fractal complexity. Hermeneutic Mediation: Illustrates the coexistence of
authorial intent and pluralism using layered, temporally mediated data determinants.

The NPS advances hermeneutic theory by positing textual meaning as neither rigidly
fixed nor infinitely fluid. Instead, meaning is stabilized by existential data and modulated
by the historical flux of singular data. This framework upholds Hirsch's defense of
authorial intent while legitimizing Gadamer's historicist pluralism. By foregrounding
foundational events (e.g., Quranic revelation, poetic canonization), the NPS clarifies how
texts accrue new significances across epochs without devolving into relativism. Ultimately,
the study argues that hermeneutics must reconcile the stability of linguistic practices with
the dynamism of cultural evolution—a synthesis achieved through the Non-Permanent
Structure.
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