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Regarding to the rate of developments in the Humanities "Conceptual
History" which emerged in the 1970" is a partly new field of study, i.e.,
something more than a mere method and less than an independent field.
Conceptual History seeks to establish the exclusive research field for the
concepts just like as we have Social History, Political History, or
Economic History. However, many ontological and methodological
features of the of Conceptual History still survives as open-to-question
matters in the historical studies. The central problem to this text is
delineating the ontological and methodological borders of the Conceptual
History the task which will be approached in two steps. First, the
ontological and methodological aspects will be illustrated. Second, the
application of this theory in papers of domestic scholars will be considered
in a critical manner. The critical approach demonstrates that there are four
main flaws in the understanding and applying the Conceptual History by
domestic scholars.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: As an authentic thinker, Reinhart Koselleck deliberately avoids being
confined to any specific academic discipline, which allows him to maintain an ongoing
openness to all historical phenomena. Koselleck's intellectual work is characterized by a
continuous process of shaping and reshaping, resulting in a complex structure composed
of multiple discursive layers simultaneously. He is a true disciple of the German school of
the humanities. Although he is a successor to the traditions of Kant, Hegel, Marx, Dilthey,
Nietzsche, Weber, Heidegger, and Gadamer, he also possesses extensive knowledge of
English, French, and American philosophies of history. Given these facts, understanding
the limitations of "conceptual history" remains a common challenge for historians. In this
context, Hayden White, in his foreword to The Practice of Conceptual History, describes
Koselleck as a non-confessional postmodernist. Nicholas Olsen’s perspective on Koselleck
in History in the Plural, however, is less inclusive than White’s. Olsen argues that
Koselleck’s analytic categories and assumptions are fluid and that he focuses on practical,
singular case studies rather than striving for a definitive analytic framework.

Research Question: Alongside foreign authors, there are disparities among domestic
scholars in understanding Koselleck and his Conceptual History. This paper aims to
explore the perceptions of Iranian scholars regarding conceptual history and identify the
main shortcomings in these perceptions.

Materials and Methods: This text addresses its problem in two parts. The first part
outlines the ontological and methodological features of conceptual history based on
Koselleck's books and papers available in English. The second part focuses on three
domestic articles that explicitly identify conceptual history as their analytical approach,
demonstrating common misunderstandings of Koselleck’s hypothesis among domestic
scholars.

Research Findings: The main faults in applying conceptual history can be summarized
as follows: a) neglecting Koselleck's ontology, which emphasizes a relationship of
simultaneous interruption and inevitability between language and reality. This ontological
insight stems from Koselleck's Kantian background and is intended to prevent us from
being trapped in common dualities such as realism versus idealism or structuralism versus
individualism. If the interruption had been taken into account by the author, they would
recognize that all manmade perceptions are equally authentic but not perpetual.
Accordingly, the primary task for the researcher is to thoroughly uncover underlying
relations rather than controversially exposing or disclosing this movement or that
character. However, this insight was either overlooked or underestimated by the Iranian
author, and this mistake has led them into the abyss of dualities. b) Intermingling
Koselleck's ontological remarks with methodological ones. Sometimes, authors
misunderstand ontological features as methodological measures. For example, Koselleck's
reflections on the "threshold era” suggest three main features of the modern concept:
"democratized" (even ordinary people manipulate terms), "politicized" (terms are
frequently subjected to political biases), and "temporalized™ (concepts no longer merely
serve to define given states of affairs; they reach into the future). In fact, these assumptions
apply to all modern concepts, and examining a modern term solely based on whether it
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possesses or lacks these characteristics—as some domestic writers have done—reveals a
critical misunderstanding of the theory. c) Correct understanding of methodological
remarks but incorrect application of them. Koselleck's technique for demarcating the social
reach of a concept is undoubtedly a methodological tool to which any concept should be
subjected. This technique is designed to explore the social reach in which the concept links,
freezes, or interrupts multiple ties. However, the Iranian author applied this technique to
observe the presence or absence of the concept across a wide range of texts. Unsurprisingly,
this oversimplification undermines the fact that tracing the social reach must focus on
original sources, while relying on secondary researches is mistakenly considered
acceptable. d) Inability to keep time in mind during the process of researching the concept,
both in terms of "present-mindness” and "diachrony/synchrony". The theory of conceptual
history contains specific remarks regarding time, which are largely neglected by the
authors referenced in this text. The theory calls for discovering the unique development of
a concept, meaning the chain of its individuality and plurality within itself. Additionally,
it urges us to dismiss the deeply entrenched perception of "diachrony/synchrony"” as a
simple duality, where focusing on one freezes the other, and vice versa. Instead, we need
to perceive "diachrony/synchrony” as a mutuality intrinsically intertwined, where one
implies the other. These are four prevalent faults commonly committed by domestic
researchers in comprehending and applying conceptual history. Koselleck's hypotheses
may seem straightforward at first glance, but they are profound to the extent that they
necessitate an intellectual transformation in all established principles concerning key
elements such as language, structure, agency, concept, and especially time, which has
traditionally been included in theory but excluded in practice.
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