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Introduction

The reason why Machiavelli is the discoverer of modern political
science and he is the one who paved the way for political and even
non-political philosophers towards modern thought is that he stands
outside the system of tradition and is the first person who considers
traditional and classical thought ineffective, at least in politics. If we
accept that action has always been prior to thought and action has
always acquired its own theory in the future, the same is true for
Machiavelli. The state of exception, the imminent destruction of the
Italian state, the necessity of decision-making, and his sense of
patriotism precede his political theory. The state of exception implies
its own means, end, and theory of exception. If Machiavelli had not
thought contrary to custom, he could not only have failed to help his
own country, but, more importantly, he would not have been able to
discover a new theory and science of politics. What we and
Machiavelli mean by exceptionalism lies in the fabric of Machiavelli's
thought and life.

Priority or Rebellion of the Part Over the Whole
To disrupt the existing conditions and change them and understand
and create a national state, he needs a prince who can disrupt fortune

Corresponding Author: m.bagherzade@uok.ac.ir
How to Cite: Bagherzadeh Meskibaf, M., Abedi Jighe, M. (2025). Machiavelli:
Political Thought in the Application of the State of Exception, Hekmat va Falsafe,
21(82), 39-66. doi: 10.22054/wph.2025.83738.2279

PRESS

Received: 11/01/2025 Accepted: 12/07/2025 Original Research

elSSN: 2476-6038

ISSN: 1735-3238


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7406-2525
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4466-295X

Summer 2025| No.82 | Vol. 21 | Hekmat va Falsafeh| 40

with his sword and save Italy from the plunder of the surrounding
states. The definition of such a prince with these new characteristics
requires a new political theory with exceptional tools. That is, an
unusual tool that is justified in unusual circumstances. In order to
create such a theory, Machiavelli first defines the details in his
intellectual characteristics, instead of trying to explain the dangerous
situation of his country with general concepts of the past, on the
contrary, he defines the particular before the general and places the
identity of the general in the changing hands of the particular. That is,
in exceptional circumstances, the general tools of the past cannot be
helpful, but by expressing the specific characteristics and complex
issues of his country, he was able to create the general of the new
politics. Therefore, for him, the nature of things has no meaning, but
rather the singularity and its explanation replace the Greek and Roman
nature.

The state of exception and the transformation in the structure of
virtues and morals

By giving priority to the particular, Machiavelli's solution can
confront morality and fortune or nature in their general sense, which
have always been outside the hands of the political philosopher and
imposed themselves. In taking a position against morality, Machiavelli
is also a pioneer of modern thought because he does not consider the
political situation responsible for the morality and happiness of the
people, and removes such an end from politics and instead places
freedom from foreign domination, the establishment and sustainability
of the rule of law, and the salvation and salvation of the homeland.
And he removes virtues and vices from the general state under this
revolution and puts them under the test of an exceptional situation that
can redefine the two so that their places are exchanged, and the prince
is free to make exceptional use of this tool in exceptional
circumstances. But in relation to fortune, Machiavelli's attitude is
extraordinary in the service of changing the existing situation. Fortune
has an important place in classical political thought, and is that
sensitive part of decline or success that is not so much in the hands of
individuals, but rather its conditions are determined by nature or the
goddess of fortune. But Machiavelli reduces all that which was
beyond the reach of the Greeks and Romans, and beyond the power of
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theoretical reflection, to the mere opportunity of the virtuous prince, in
order to show with this change of position how the prince in Italy,
with this deplorable situation, can have the power to disrupt the
situation. Opportunity will be like a material, providing a new system
or a new thought. Machiavelli also considers his new thought to be
indebted to the opportunity of the deplorable situation of Italy, to
create a thought that goes against the norm.

Government presence in exceptional circumstances

With a path thus paved, Machiavelli can refine the concept of the
national state. The Machiavelli prince is an absolute ruler to whom
history has given a vital and decisive task: to give form to an already
existing substance, a substance for the sake of its own form. Thus, the
new Machiavelli prince is a specific political form responsible for
implementing the historical demands on the agenda: the establishment
of a nation. In order to establish such a national state, Machiavelli
places at his service tools such as the army, religion, the prince's
appearance or pretense of morality and virtue, and institutions. These
new tools not only serve to maintain the national state, but can also be
used in times by the prince or even the republic to form and change
institutions and laws in a state of exception, so that the state is freed
from the corruption that is the mainstay of Machiavelli's thought.

Keywords: Machiavelli, State of Exception, Politics, Particular
Matter, Virtu, Fortune as Opportunity, National State
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