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Abstract

The most distinctive feature of Rajab-‘Ali Tabrizi’s Neo-Peripatetic school and his students is
their interpretation of divine essence and attributes based on negative theology (tanzih). This
study, using primary sources from Tabrizi and his students and employing a descriptive-analytical
method, examines the concept of “pure monotheism" in this intellectual framework. This concept
is articulated in their works through an explanation of the arguments for the negation of attributes
and its implications for understanding the meanings of God's names. Tabrizi argues that attributes
of perfection—such as knowledge and power—are neither identical with the One Essence nor
accidental to it. His particular understanding of "attribute” and its distinction from essence paved
the way for his assertion of the absolute negation of attributes. To rationally support his position,
Tabrizi presents a general argument against the union of two distinct entities and a specific
argument against the union of essence and attribute. He also cites textual evidence from Imami
sources, particularly the monotheistic sermons of Imam ‘Alf and Imam al-Rida. Furthermore, in
the works of Tabrizi and his students, we find responses to potential objections against the
negation of attributes doctrine. To address these concerns, they propose a significant framework
for understanding the meanings of God’s names in theological statements, based on negative
theology, theology of divine actions, and interpretative theology.

Keywords: negative theology, negation of attributes, meaningfulness of God's Names, pure
monotheism, Rajab-‘ Ali Tabrizi, Qadi Sa‘id Qummi.

Introduction

This research seeks to elucidate the concept of “pure monotheism” by examining the underlying
assumptions, presenting arguments, and analyzing the implications of negating attributes from the
essence of Allah in the works of Rajab-*Ali Tabrizi and his students. It addresses the following
key questions: What are Tabrizi’s conceptual foundations for the idea of “negating attributes,”
particularly regarding the notions of “essence” and “attribute”? On what rational basis does
Tabrizi construct his arguments in support of negating attributes? What sources does Tabrizi draw
from, and how does he analyze narrative evidence to support the negation of attributes? Given the
idea of negating attributes, what models does Tabrizi propose for interpreting the meanings of
God’s names? What are the intellectual contributions of Hakim Tabrizi and his students to
contemporary theological discourse?.

Research Findings

Rajab-°Ali Tabrizi holds that God’s attributes of perfection are neither identical to His essence
nor external additions to it. He presents two key arguments—one general and one specific—to
deny the objectivity of attributes with the divine essence. The general argument, influenced by
Ibn Sina, rejects the possibility of union between any two things—whether two essences, two
attributes, or an essence with an attribute. The specific argument is rooted in Tabrizi’s unique
analysis of the concept of "attribute,” demonstrating that the union of essence and attribute is
conceptually impossible. Furthermore, the Tabrizi school extensively draws upon religious texts
to support the negation of attributes from the divine essence, with a particular emphasis on the
two monotheistic sermons of Imam ‘Ali and Imam al-Rida. Accepting this view leads to a
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reinterpretation of God’s essential attributes, focusing on their meaningful aspects as conveyed in
Imami hadiths. Additionally, Qadi Sa‘ld Qummi, in his commentary on Tawhid al-Saduq,
integrates these two discussions to further elaborate on the concept of “pure monotheism.”.

Conclusion

A. From the perspective of Rajab-‘Ali Tabrizi, the Most Holy Essence of Allah is devoid of any
attributes, even perfections such as knowledge and power. He not only refutes the theory of
attributes being added to the essence, but also opposes the idea of the identity of the essence with
attributes. He supports his position with both rational and narrative arguments. This approach has
also been followed in the works of the scholars who compiled Tabrizi's lessons and the
commentators of his views.

B. The theory of “negating attributes from the Essence of Allah” is based on an ontological view
of God's essential attributes. However, believing in this idea does not require abandoning
discussions about God, supplicating to Him, or seeking His assistance. In fact, three
interpretations of God's names in religious texts have been presented in Imamt hadiths:

1) Negative theology: The removal of imperfections from the Essence of Allah, in contrast to
perfections. For example, calling God “al-‘Ilm” (The Knowledge) is understood to mean that the
Essence of Allah is not ignorant, rather than attributing knowledge directly to His Essence.

2) Actual theology: Granting perfections to creatures or creating perfections in them. For example,
God’s power means that He has bestowed power upon His creatures or created power within
them.

3) Interpretive or functional theology: Meeting the needs of inherently needy creatures. As Qadi
Sa‘1d states, God’s good names have been provided to facilitate communication with creatures
and fulfill their needs, implying that God’s essence does not contain attributes from which names
are derived.

C. Henry Corbin, aware of the decline of traditional metaphysics, has a positive view of Tabrizi’s
tanzihi teachings and those of his students. He particularly praises Qadi Sa‘id's mystical
interpretations in his commentary on Imami texts. According to Corbin, the theological teachings
of this group of Imami philosophers serve as an antidote to the rise of nihilism in the contemporary
world.
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