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This research has been conducted with the aim of investigating
different interpretative views about the effect of preconceptions on the
understanding of texts, according to the four main concepts in Piaget's
cognitive theory. The main question of this research is which
viewpoint is more approved among the viewpoints expressed about the
impact of preconceptions on the understanding of texts in exegetical
and hermeneutic schools. In this research, in order to examine and
measure these views with the analytical descriptive method, the
interpretive implications of Jean Piaget's cognitive theory have been
extracted and then the hermeneutic views have been compared and
measured with the findings of this theory. According to Piaget's
cognitive theory, it became clear that preconceptions influence the
understanding and interpretation of the text, but this influence is not
inevitable and its meaning must be achieved by continuous interaction
with the text. In Piaget's theory, objectivity is recognized externally.
The interpretative result of this view is the existence of a specific
origin for meaning beyond the reader. Finally, the findings of this
research showed that the teachings of reader-oriented schools, such as
philosophical hermeneutics and deconstruction, are incompatible with
the results of Piaget's research on cognition.
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Extend Abstract

Introduction: Cognitive linguistics examines the relationship
between human language, the mind, and social and physical
experiences. One of the key reasons cognitive linguists study language
is the assumption that language reflects patterns of thought and the
characteristics of the human mind (Croft & Cruse, 2004). Therefore,
from this perspective, the study of language is the study of
conceptualization patterns. This school of thought has its roots in
linguistic debates from the 1960s and 1970s. In fact, this approach
emerged as a result of "linguistic disputes" between generative
semanticists and Chomsky's followers. Two prominent figures in this
field, George Lakoff and Ronald Langacker, concluded that, contrary to
what Chomsky and his supporters believed, linguistic studies should be
fundamentally based on meaning, and human cognitive abilities should
be considered in these studies. The "conceptual blending theory" is
derived from Turner's conceptual metaphor theory and Fauconnier's
mental spaces theory in cognitive semantics. While Turner was working
on conceptual metaphors and linking meaning construction to them,
Fauconnier proposed the mental spaces framework to describe how
meaning is constructed. Their collaboration revealed that some
semantic issues could not be resolved by either theory alone. Their new
model, introduced as "conceptual blending," consists of four spaces
instead of just the two (source and target domains) found in conceptual
metaphor theory. Two of these four spaces correspond to the previously
identified source and target domains. The third space, called the
blended space, is where information from both source and target
domains is integrated. In simpler terms, elements from the source and
target domains merge within this third space. The fourth space, known
as the generic space, contains the shared structure between the source
and target domains. This paper seeks to answer two fundamental
questions:

Is the conceptual blending theory effective in explaining the
conceptual structure of Surah Al-Hadid?

Is the conceptual metaphor theory useful in interpreting the
conceptual structure of Surah Al-Hadid?

Izutsu (2002, 2008) is a prominent figure in the ethnolinguistic
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school of thought in Qur'anic studies. The ethnolinguistic school is
divided into German and American branches. In Germany, a scholar
named Leo Weisgerber represented this school, and Izutsu adopted his
methodology. From Izutsu’s perspective, the diversity of ethical
systems stems from linguistic differences. Inspired by linguistic and
philosophical theories

Fauconnier and Turner (2002) discovered that some semantic issues
could not be resolved using their previous theories. As a result,
conceptual blending theory emerged from their research to address
these problems. Fauconnier derived the idea of mental spaces from the
concept of possible worlds in logical semantics. Turner, drawing from
cognitive science, does not view language as a product of a specific
brain structure but rather as a general cognitive system that humans use
for conceptualization. In fact, he considers literary production and
comprehension to be functions of an embodied mind, leading to new
insights about the literary mind that are unrelated to structuralism.

Methodology: This research is based on Lakoff and Johnson’s
theory of conceptual metaphors and Fauconnier and Turner’s theory of
conceptual blending. It employs a descriptive-analytical approach and a
library research method for collecting background information. The
thematic unity of the verses in the Musabbihat chapters (Hadid, Hashr,
Saff, Jumu’ah, Taghabun) provides a valid justification for selecting
these chapters. Since the first of these chapters begins with Surah Al-
Hadid, the authors have aimed to preserve the original sequence. It
appears that Tafsir Al-Mizan, in its semantic elucidation of many
Quranic terms, is deeper, more scientific, and more precise compared to
other exegeses. To begin, verses 1 to 6 of Surah Al-Hadid were
extracted from the Quran and categorized based on propositional
segmentation. This was necessary because some verses contain multiple
propositions, each contributing to the statistical frequency of one of the
four thematic categories in the Quran: theological, jurisprudential,
ethical, and narrative. Next, for the cognitive analysis of the verses
based on the conceptual blending theory and the formation of
Fauconnier and Turner’s four-space model, we needed to examine the
space-builders of the verses. During this examination, we observed the
vastness of the conceptual spaces within these six verses. Since
analyzing all the spaces within these verses was practically impossible,
we followed Qaemi-Nia’s perspective (2020, p. 142), which considers
the unity and multiplicity of Quranic spaces to be dependent on the



degree and level of analysis. That is, depending on the need, we focused
both on the general conceptual spaces of a chapter and on the various
spaces within a single verse.

Conclusion: By analyzing the first six verses of Surah Al-Hadid,
which fall within the shared theological framework of theology, we
observed that among the space-building elements in these verses,
prepositions, conjunctions, modal verbs, verbal-subject phrases, and
relative pronouns were present. The frequency of conjunctions,
followed by prepositions, was particularly notable. The vital
relationships that connected the input spaces were based on similarity
and dissimilarity, cause-and-effect relationships, and intentionality.
Based on the analytical components outlined, the hypothesis that
conceptual blending theory and conceptual metaphor theory can be
applied to Quranic verses appears valid. The most important
contribution of this research is its focus on novel and effective
categorizations that facilitate deeper understanding of divine teachings
while preventing excesses or deficiencies in human perception.
Furthermore, modern Quranic studies benefit from linguistic exegetical
approaches, as they allow for meticulous analysis of even the smallest
words. This approach refutes the notion that certain words lack meaning
or merely repeat previous concepts.
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