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Abstract

The legitimacy and possibility of metaphysics has become a serious issue for Western philosophers at
least since Kant's time, and most philosophers have been required to take a stand against it positively or
negatively. Heidegger is one of those contemporary philosophers who had a critical encounter with the
tradition of metaphysics as the “historical destiny” of the West. He claimed to “destroy” the history of
metaphysics and even overcome its “language”. Gadamer, although he does not have the same extreme
approach to metaphysics as his teacher, usually hides his position behind his teacher's comments.
Gadamer is sometimes associated with a specific reading of Heidegger's plan and sometimes takes a
front against it. This has caused a kind of ambiguity and ambivalence in Gadamer's position about
Western metaphysics. In any case, he does not agree with Heidegger's position about the possibility of
transition from the “language” of metaphysics, although he considers a kind of transition possible. In
this article, referring to the different comments of Heidegger and especially Gadamer, we first try to
present Heidegger's perception of the “destruktion” of metaphysical history analytically, and then to
assess Gadamer's position regarding the possibility of transcending the “language” of metaphysics. The
central question of the article is why there is a kind of ambiguity and ambivalence about metaphysics in
Gadamer’s position, and how this ambivalence can be resolved by relying on his©philosophical
hermeneutics principles.
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