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Political theory presents two primary approaches: politics based on conflict and
politics based on understanding. The former regulates relations between states
through a friendship-enmity framework, while the latter emphasizes a self-other
paradigm. This article examines which political issues are supported by the
jurisprudential rule of repelling corruption (daf* al-mafsadah) and explores its
implications for the foreign policy and cultural diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. According to the findings, the rule of repelling corruption—though aligned with
conflict-based politics through its association with friendship and enmity—also, by
stressing the varying intensity and contingency of enmity, provides a pathway
toward understanding-based politics. This perspective allows for categorizing
adversaries into “greater others” and “lesser others” and engaging with them
contextually, depending on necessity and circumstance. Thus, even perceived
opponents may share overlapping interests, making agreements based on minimizing
harm possible. In essence, this rule shifts the focus from a fixed friendship-enmity
dichotomy to a situational self-other relationship. Applied to foreign policy and
cultural diplomacy, it carries significant consequences, including fostering de-
escalation and promoting the recognition of cultural differences.
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