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Research Objective: This study examines the performance of the Khatami, Ahmadinejad, and
Rouhani administrations in Iran, focusing on the indicators of good governance and political
development. Its main goal is to assess how successfully these governments implemented the
principles of transparency, accountability, participation, and rule of law, and how these factors
influenced the overall process of political development in the country.

Research Method: The study follows a descriptive analytical approach and uses a comparative
method to identify similarities and differences among the three administrations. Data were
collected from official reports, academic studies, and governance indicators provided by
international institutions. This approach allows for an objective comparison of policy making
styles and governance outcomes across the selected periods.

Findings: The results show a significant relationship between good governance and both
political development and domestic economic growth. While the Khatami administration
promoted civil society and political participation, the Ahmadinejad government witnessed a
decline in these areas due to economic rent seeking and centralization of power. Under
Rouhani, despite limited improvements in international relations, institutional and economic
constraints prevented full implementation of good governance. Overall, structural challenges
such as weak accountability, limited political pluralism, and the separation of state and society
remain key barriers.

Conclusion: The study concludes that the persistence of a rentier state, weak civil society
structures, the absence of effective political parties, and institutional inefficiency have slowed
the realization of good governance in Iran. Achieving sustainable political development
requires institutional reform, improved transparency, and greater public participation in
governance processes.
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Introduction

The ritual of sacrifice, as one of the most ancient and complex religious and cultural rites, holds
a significant place in the myths and epics of various nations. In Iranian culture, sacrifice is not
merely a simple act but a multifaceted ritual linked to concepts such as honour, vows,
thanksgiving, covenants, renewal, and warding off evil. In Greek mythology, sacrifice often
assumes a more civic and political role, serving as a communal feast for politics and a means
to affirm social order. This study provides a comparative analysis of the motif of sacrifice in
the mythological section of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and Homer's Iliad and Odyssey, aiming to
uncover the fundamental differences in the worldview of these two ancient civilizations.

Research Questions

This research seeks to answer the following key questions:

1. What are the forms and manifestations of sacrifice (e.g., vow, animal offering, human
sacrifice, self-sacrifice) in the Shahnameh and the Homeric epics?

2. How do the motivations for sacrifice differ, particularly when directed towards specific,
named deities (as in the Greek epics) versus a more abstract, monotheistic divine force or the
concept of fate (as in the Shahnameh?)

3. In what ways does sacrifice function as a "cultural symbol," reflecting the core values of
each civilization?

Literature Review

The theoretical framework for this study draws upon seminal works in ritual and mythological
studies. Key sources include Walter Burkert's analysis of Greek sacrificial ritual as a
foundational, community building act (Homo Necans), Mircea Eliade's concept of sacrifice as
a symbolic re-enactment of cosmic creation (The Sacred and the Profane), and Bruce Lincoln's
exploration of myth and ritual as reflective of social structures. For the Iranian context, studies
by Arthur Christensen on Iranian mythology and the Zoroastrian background of the Shahnameh
inform the understanding of sacrifice as a battle between cosmic order and chaos. Previous
comparative studies of Greek and Persian epics provide a foundation, though few have focused
specifically on the theme of sacrifice in such depth.

Methodology

This research employs a comparative analytical method based on library research. The primary
texts Ferdowsi's Shahnameh (mythological section) and Homer's lliad and Odyssey are closely
examined and contrasted. The analysis focuses on specific episodes of sacrifice, interpreting
their ritual structure, purpose, and symbolic meaning within their respective cultural,
philosophical, and religious contexts. The strength of this approach lies in its detailed
comparison of the shared and divergent cultural and intellectual underpinnings in the
perspectives of Ferdowsi and Homer.

Results
The comparative analysis reveals profound differences:

Nature and Goals: In the Homeric epics, sacrifice is primarily a ritual of exchange (do ut des)
with clearly personified Olympian gods, aimed at gaining practical favours like victory, safe
travel, or appeasing wrath. In the Shahnameh, sacrifice is an act of devotion to a supreme "Lord
of Wisdom," intended to realise divine will, uphold cosmic order (asha), and reinforce the king's
divine legitimacy (farr).
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Divine Context: The Greek worldview is polytheistic, with gods actively intervening in
human affairs. The Iranian worldview, as presented in the Shahnameh, is fundamentally
monotheistic, with a transcendent God who operates through the ethical law of the universe and
the concept of fate.

Human Sacrifice and Symbolism: While both epics feature human sacrifice, its context
differs. In Homer (e.g., Iphigenia), it is a tragic, ritual necessity to achieve a specific goal. In
the Shahnameh (e.qg., the sacrifice of youths by Zahhak), it carries a stronger cosmic symbolism
of the struggle between good and evil.

Cultural Values: Sacrifice in the Iliad and Odyssey reinforces civic and social bonds within
the polis. In the Shahnameh, it is intrinsically linked to the ideal of kingship, national unity, and
the supreme ethical value of justice (dad)

Conclusion

The study concludes that the persistence of a rentier state, weak civil society structures, the
absence of effective political parties, and institutional inefficiency have slowed the realization
of good governance in Iran. Achieving sustainable political development requires institutional
reform, improved transparency, and greater public participation in governance processes.
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