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Research Objective: To examine and criticize the intellectual foundations and
contradictions in Don Cupitt's reading of religion, focusing on his views in the book "Sea
of Faith". This criticism mainly focuses on his ontological, epistemological, and
theological foundations, including the primacy of faith over reason, the reductionism of
religion to spirituality and pragmatism, relativism, and the influence of postmodern and
positivist ideas.

Research Method: This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method
and a critical approach. The data were extracted by studying the book "Sea of Faith" as
the main source of Cupitt's views, and then his intellectual foundations and conclusions
were reviewed and analyzed in a systematic framework.

Findings: An examination of Cupitt's views shows that his intellectual system faces
important contradictions, including:

The primacy of mind over object: which leads to epistemic relativism.

The reduction of God and faith to religious language and practice: which reduces the
transcendent to a purely human and social phenomenon.

A naturalistic and humanistic explanation of religion: which ignores the sanctity and
revelatory origin of religion.

The project of “moral spirituality” instead of religion: This project lacks solid
metaphysical foundations and therefore seems inadequate.

Conclusion: The author of this article concludes that Cupid’s reading of religion, despite
claiming to provide an explanation consistent with the contemporary world, is incorrect
and inadequate due to internal contradictions and the reduction of religion to purely
linguistic, practical, and moral matters. This approach ultimately leads to relativism and
is unable to explain the truth and sanctity of religion.
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1. Introduction

This article undertakes a critical examination of realist and non-realist perspectives concerning
divine matters and religious truths, focusing primarily on the thought of Don Cupitt. Its central
objective is to delineate the boundaries of each viewpoint and analyze their implications within
theology and philosophy of religion, critically engaging with Cupitt's ontological and
epistemological stance

1-1.Research Questions

The core research questions guiding this inquiry are: Can God and religious faith be reduced to
elements of mind and language? Can objective reality be denied? Does the mind precede
external reality? Is there only one, perceptible world? Is epistemology prior to ontology? Is
sensory perception the only path to knowledge? Must religious doctrines be doubted for religion
to progress like empirical science? Is "God the ideal of life"? Does humanity construct its own
world through words based on its historical and cultural context, making religion a purely
personal spirituality?

2. Literature Review

The study is situated within the longstanding philosophical debate between religious realism
(which posits mind-independent religious truths and propositional truth-values) and non-
realism (which sees religious truths as dependent on human minds and language). The article
positions itself against existing Persian-language scholarship on Cupitt (by scholars such as
Salehi, Karami Pour, Ghorbani, Fakhhar Nougani, Alizamani, etc.), claiming its novelty lies in
its specific focus on exposing contradictions within Cupitt's metaphysical and non-
metaphysical claims, particularly in his ontological views as expressed in The Sea of Faith.

3. Methodology

The research employs a critical-analytical methodology. It first provides a systematic
exposition (Tagrir) of Cupitt's non-realist views, breaking them down into three core domains:
ontological, epistemological, and theological. Following this detailed description, it subjects
each of these domains to rigorous internal and external critique. The internal critique highlights
inconsistencies and contradictions within Cupitt's own system, while the external critique
challenges his premises and conclusions using arguments from realist philosophy, particularly
drawing from the Islamic philosophical tradition (e.g., Avicenna) and contemporary critics of
non-realism (e.g., Stephen T. Davis).

4 .Results

The analysis reveals several key findings:

In Ontology: Cupitt's rejection of a mind-independent reality and his assertion of a single,
human-constructed world are fraught with contradiction. He simultaneously advocates for a
comprehensive non-realism and a naturalistic worldview, which are incompatible. His
prioritization of epistemology over ontology is deemed irrational, as it implies existence is
dependent on human knowledge.

In Epistemology: Cupitt's strict sensory empiricism is self-refuting, as the claim itself is not
derived from sensory experience. His consequent radical relativism, which denies any stable
knowledge, is also self-defeating, as the statement "no knowledge is stable™ would itself have
to be a stable truth to be valid.
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In Theology: Cupitt's redefinition of God as a humanly-constructed ideal or “the goal of life"
is critically ambiguous and reduces religion to a form of ethics and personal spirituality. His
arguments for the human-originated and evolving nature of religion are based on an
overgeneralization from the specific historical problems of Christianity and cannot be validly
applied to all religions. Furthermore, he ignores robust philosophical arguments for the
existence of an objective God

5. Conclusion

The study concludes that Don Cupitt's non-realist project is fundamentally flawed and
unsuccessful in its aim to revitalize religion for the modern age. His system is characterized by
profound internal contradictions, self-refuting epistemological claims, and a reductionist
theology that strips faith of its core objective referent. The article argues that non-realism, as
presented by Cupitt, ultimately leads to a form of absolute relativism that cannot coherently
sustain genuine religious faith. In contrast, a critical realist approach, which acknowledges the
limits of human knowledge while affirming a mind-independent reality, provides a more

philosophically tenable framework for understanding religious language and truth-claims.
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2 -See: Ludwig Wittgenstein, Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus,5.6.
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3.See: Beverly Clrck& Brian Clack, The Philosophy of religion: A Critical Introduction, p.38-46, and p. 100.
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