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Objective: Today, the impact of epistemological perspectives on knowledge
construction and the application of convergent technologies in the global arena,
along with discrete changes in scientific quality, have posed numerous challenges
to the higher education system. Accordingly, the present study aimed to investigate
the macro-drivers affecting the future of higher education, with an emphasis on
endogenous factors.

Methods: This is a descriptive survey research. The statistical population included
faculty members of Bu-Ali Sina University in 2021 (445 people), of whom 167
were selected as a sample using stratified random sampling. The data collection tool
was a researcher-made questionnaire derived from semi-structured interviews. The
face and content validity of the questionnaire was confirmed, and its reliability was
calculated in a preliminary study with a Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of 0.78. Data
were analyzed using exploratory factor analysis in SPSS22 software.

Results: The results of exploratory factor analysis showed that the macro-drivers
affecting the future of higher education, with an emphasis on endogenous factors,
include multi-factor planning, management and leadership systems, problem-solving
and problem-solving, academic structuring, physical structure, administrative
infrastructure for academic development, and the development of information and
communication technology support systems.

Conclusion: Ensuring quality in the future of higher education requires attention
to factors such as collaborative planning, management and leadership systems,
problem solving and academic development.
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