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ArticleInfo ABSTRACT

Article Type: Objective: This research aims to design a three-pronged model of university-
industry relation drivers in Iran.
Methods: This qualitative study employed a snowball sampling method. Data
were collected through semi-structured interviews and analyzed using thematic
analysis.
Results: Structural, contextual, and content-related drivers are the main themes
of this research. The sub-themes of the structural drivers include eliminating
cumbersome bureaucracy, university policies that facilitate communication, the
Received:2024.12.30  yniversity’s reputation and prestige, the effectiveness and efficiency of
Received in revised university-industry liaison offices, alignment between industry demand and
form: 2025.05.03 university supply, an adequate research budget for industry needs, accurately
determining industry research priorities, appropriate criteria for selecting
Accepted: 20250527 yoqenrch project executors, and a suitable geographical location for the industry.
Published online: Contextual drivers include facilitating institutions, cultural and social facilitators,
2025.06.25 supportive public policies, and favorable economic and political conditions. The
sub-themes of content-related drivers are linguistic and intellectual
understanding, university-industry alignment, mutual trust, willingness for
mutual communication, and a university culture that facilitates communication.
Conclusion: To enhance university-industry relations, emphasis should first be
placed on developing structural drivers, followed by content-related drivers.
Keywords: Drivers, Three-pronged model, University-industry relation,
Generations of universities.
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