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Abstract

Background and aim: West Azerbaijan Province is considered one of Iran’s multicultural
regions due to its extensive ethnic diversity. This diversity can serve as both a potential for
sustainable development and a challenge to social cohesion. The aim of this study is to
investigate the impact of ethnic social dynamics (ethnic identity, ethnic interactions, and
ethnic social networks) on sustainable development and social cohesion in this province.
Method: This study is descriptive-analytical and based on field research. The statistical
population consisted of local law enforcement personnel, local elites, and social activists in
West Azerbaijan Province, from which a sample of 384 individuals was selected using cluster
random sampling. Data were collected using three standardized questionnaires, the validity
and reliability of which were confirmed. Data analysis was conducted using Structural
Equation Modeling (SEM) with Smart PLS 4 and SPSS software.

Results: The research findings indicate that ethnic social dynamics have a significant impact
on sustainable development (effect coefficient of 0.785, significance level of 0.001) and social
cohesion (effect coefficient of 0.703, significance level of 0.001) in West Azerbaijan
Province.

Conclusion: Proper management of ethnic diversity through justice-oriented policies,
strengthening educational and cultural programs, enhancing social participation, and
implementing strategies for equitable resource distribution can foster increased social
cohesion and contribute to achieving sustainable development. The findings of this study can

be utilized in formulating macro policies for regions with ethnic diversity.
Keywords: Ethnic social dynamics, sustainable development, social cohesion, ethnic identity,
ethnic policy-making.
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1- United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
2- United Nations Human Settlements Program (UN-Habitat)
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