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Abstract

Background and aim: This study aims to elucidate the foundations of convergence between
Iraqi Faili Kurds and the Islamic Republic of Iran. The primary focus of the study is to
explore and analyze the components at cultural, religious, geopolitical, and historical levels
that have fostered ties between this ethnic group and Iran’s political and social structure, as
well as their implications for Iran’s national security and regional power.

Method: The research adopts a qualitative approach using thematic analysis. The target
population consisted of elites and experts in the fields of Faili Kurdish issues and Iran’s
national security. Through purposive sampling, 53 individuals were selected until theoretical
saturation was achieved, and semi-structured interviews were conducted with them. The
validity of the data was assessed through participant review and double coding.

Results: The findings indicate that the core themes of convergence between Faili Kurds and
Iran are formed at three prominent levels: the dissemination of the Islamic Revolution’s
discourse and values, the deepening of religious rituals and ties, and the reproduction of
cultural identity through language, traditions, and collective memory. Additionally, the role of
this community in enhancing Iran’s strategic depth, conducting disruptive operations,
facilitating people-to-people diplomacy, and mitigating economic risks in shared oil fields has
been established.

Conclusion: The results suggest that the convergence of Faili Kurds with Iran is not limited
to cultural or ethnic dimensions but serves as a strategic-security asset in advancing Iran’s
national interests. This convergence has strengthened Iran’s soft power, expanded its cross-
border influence, and enhanced its security and economic capabilities in the western region of
the country. However, challenges such as regional rivalries, the influence of foreign actors,
and border tensions highlight the need for a comprehensive, institutionalized, and forward-

looking policy to sustain and develop this strategic bond.
Keywords: Faili Kurds, ethnic-religious convergence, national security, Islamic Republic of
Iran.
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