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According to most reports, Iran holds the second-largest gas reserves and the
third-largest oil reserves in the world, with a significant portion of its foreign ex-
change earnings and, consequently, its national budget dependent on energy re-
source exports. On the other hand, energy trade plays a fundamental role in shap-
ing political relations and interactions among countries worldwide. Therefore, this
study examines the economic and political dimensions of oil and gas exports across
various stages of their value chain. Considering the sanctions, the study prioritizes
the methods of oil and gas exports to identify the most optimal option for Iran. To
this end, sub-criteria were defined for each criterion, with economic sub-criteria in-
cluding value-added, ease of access to revenue, and demand security, and political
sub-criteria including fostering alliances and dependency for the product’s buyer.
Based on a questionnaire collected from 16 experts and officials in related fields
using the Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP), the final prioritization of oil and gas
exports was conducted based on economic and political criteria under sanctions.
The prioritized options, from highest to lowest, are as follows: pipeline gas exports,
exports of oil-based petrochemical products, exports of gas-based petrochemical
products, exports of oil derivatives, liquefied gas exports, and crude oil exports.
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