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Introduction
The profound influence of Iranian culture and literature in other regions—particularly in the

Indian subcontinent—has long drawn the attention of researchers, especially regarding the need
for an independent and essential source that identifies both manuscript and printed materials.
The absence of such a comprehensive resource in educational and research contexts has been a
major concern for manuscript scholars and bibliographers for many years. Despite the fact that
one of the fundamental challenges in the field of information science and knowledge studies is
the lack of robust theoretical foundations in the bibliography, editing, and publishing—both
physically and digitally—of the written heritage, many Persian manuscripts have fortunately
been identified, compiled, and published in Iran and in countries such as India, Pakistan, and
Bangladesh. Bibliographers have made significant efforts to introduce the works of earlier
generations and to maintain intellectual continuity with the literary and artistic heritage of the
past, thereby helping to map and facilitate access to the rich and expansive world of Persian
culture for researchers and those interested in historical texts.

The printing industry entered the Indian subcontinent in the late 18" century, initially
focusing on the publication of scientific works, with limited attention given to Persian texts.
However, from the late 18th century onwards, Persian books began to be published more
consistently, reaching a peak during the 19" century and the first half of the 20" century. During
this time, the subcontinent became a major hub for the publication of Persian books, serving
not only the region itself but also neighboring countries such as Afghanistan.

In later years, a number of bibliographers turned their attention to compiling bibliographies
of Persian works, not only in Iran but also across other regions. Among them, Dr. Aref Noshahi
undertook a serious and determined initiative to compile a bibliography of Persian printed
works in the Indian subcontinent—a region rich in the intellectual and literary legacy of Persian-
speaking scholars, philosophers, and writers. His goal was to provide a comprehensive index
of book titles, subject areas, authors, and other relevant bibliographic information, thereby
filling a significant gap in the field and offering a scientifically structured, well-organized, and
accessible resource for scholars and information centers.

Research into the bibliography of Persian printed works in the Indian subcontinent (India,
Pakistan, and Bangladesh) is of considerable academic importance and necessity. The seven-
volume bibliographic collection compiled by Aref Noshahi is the first and most comprehensive
source of its kind, encompassing approximately 11,000 titles of Persian works published from
the advent of the printing industry in the region up to 2023. Given the subcontinent's rich
historical ties to Persian language and literature and its pivotal role in the development and
dissemination of Islamic culture, this collection provides scholars of Persian studies with access
to authentic, documented sources that support deeper analyses in literature, philosophy, and
cultural history. Furthermore, due to the scattered nature of these works and the difficulty in
accessing related information, such a bibliography significantly facilitates literary and scientific



About the bibliography of Persian works Published in the subcontinent 3

research and contributes to a deeper understanding of the cultural interactions between Iran and
the Indian subcontinent.

This article aims to introduce and highlight key aspects of a seven-volume bibliographic
collection of Persian works published in the Indian subcontinent (India, Pakistan, and
Bangladesh), compiled by Dr. Aref Noshahi. Drawing on his extensive experience in cataloging
across various archives and libraries, Dr. Noshahi has collaborated with numerous archival and
library institutions over the years. His efforts have established him not only as a researcher in
the fields of manuscript and print cataloging, textual editing, and authorship, but also as a
professional expert in comparing archives and libraries and identifying written sources. The
article presents a historical overview of the emergence and development of cataloging in public,
governmental, and private library archives. It also examines its historical evolution and
underscores Dr. Noshahi’s significant role in the history of librarianship in both the
subcontinent and Iran. Additionally, it aims to inform and support researchers and enthusiasts
in accessing lists of Persian works published in the subcontinent, as well as their references,
printed sources, scientific contributions, and historical achievements beyond the borders of
Iran. Furthermore, the article sheds light on the history of Persian publications, the authors of
key reference sources in the region, and offers an overview of the status of the Persian language
and literature throughout history, particularly within the literary heritage of India, Pakistan, and
Bangladesh.

Method
This study is applied in nature and, in terms of data collection and analysis, follows a

longitudinal, scientific, descriptive, and comparative approach. It considers temporal criteria
and historical periods from the inception of the printing industry up to the year 2023, with a
focus on the factors that have influenced changes in the publishing industry over time.

Results
The documentation and introduction of Persian works printed in the subcontinent aim to

inform scholars and literati and respond to the needs of those seeking familiarity with various
subjects addressed in the region. These efforts support the use of such works in academic
research and enhance the role of researchers in producing and presenting scientific knowledge.
This, in turn, lays a solid foundation for future studies, improves researchers' skills in
theoretical, academic, and educational literature, fosters communication and collaboration, and
strengthens shared cultural foundations.

Conclusion
The exploration and presentation of the seven-volume bibliographic collection compiled by

Dr. Aref Noshahi represent a significant scholarly achievement in preserving and promoting
the Persian literary heritage of the Indian subcontinent. By offering a detailed account of the
historical development of cataloging practices and the publication of Persian works from the
advent of print to the present day, this article underscores the enduring influence of Persian
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language and literature in South Asia. The study not only provides a valuable resource for
researchers, historians, and librarians but also encourages further academic inquiry into cross-
cultural literary exchanges and the shared intellectual traditions of Iran, India, Pakistan, and
Bangladesh. Ultimately, this work contributes meaningfully to the field of bibliographic
studies, reinforces the importance of historical documentation, and supports the continued
growth of scholarly communication across borders.
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