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Abstract

Objective: Despite the considerable potential of digital libraries to broaden access to knowledge,
libraries in Iran encounter significant legal obstacles in reproducing and representing book
resources. These challenges arise from legal restrictions and the lack of clear frameworks for
obtaining permissions from publishers, thereby limiting access for researchers and users. The aim
of the current research is to analyze the legal obstacles to the reproduction and representation of
book resources in digital libraries in Iran in order to provide legal solutions to overcome these
obstacles.

Methodology: In the present research, a qualitative approach and methods of document analysis
and thematic analysis were used for the collected data. In this context, relevant literature, previous
studies, and 15 international laws and legal instruments were examined and analyzed.
Furthermore, interviews were conducted with specialists and professionals to identify potential
legal barriers and propose practical solutions. Considering the discussions in the digital domain
in libraries and its relation to libraries, initially, 8 specialists and professors in copyright were
identified, of which 5 experts in this field agreed to participate in the interviews. In the thematic
analysis, all data sources, including interviews and resource analysis, were extracted, analyzed,
and interpreted in three formats: basic themes, organizing themes, and global themes.

Findings: Data analysis showed that three global theme of legal protections for technical
measures, legal barriers, and legal solutions that shape the themes of reproduction and distribution
of book resources. Additionally, 26 basic themes related to the organizing themes of technological
protection measures (TPM) and legal supports were derived under the global theme of legal
protections for technical measures in the analysis of laws. The findings indicated that the
determination of copyright policy is one of the issues that was repeatedly mentioned both in the
resources and from the perspective of the interviewees. Barriers such as the lack of infrastructure
and legal frameworks, along with the absence of legal contracts, were identified as the most
significant and frequently mentioned obstacles. Exceptions and exemptions for libraries, legal
contracts, legal protections for technical measures, information related to the management of
intellectual property rights, collective management organizations for copyright, lending, and
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public leasing, among others, were suggested as strategies that should be considered by
lawmakers.

Conclusion: The use of legal metadata for documenting the status of copyright, incorporating
collective management organizations for copyright and outlining their responsibilities in the law,
allowing libraries by collective management organizations for copyright to reproduce and
distribute book resources after more than six months of registration; by searching in the National
Library of Iran's opac, and including "information related to the intellectual property rights of the
work" in the draft bill instead of the electronic identification of the work are part of the proposals
of this research. The use of the results of this research can significantly help overcome the
obstacles faced by digital libraries in Iran and reform the laws. The use of copyright in libraries
for restoration, lost and damaged copies; the inclusion of temporary reproduction as an integral
part of the technical process in the digital environment; allowing libraries, museums and archival
centers to reproduce, representation anonymous works for the purposes of digitization,
accessibility, cataloguing, preservation and restoration; reproduction for library activities and
tasks such as access, indexing, cataloguing, preservation and restoration for a limited period are
other recommendations of this research.
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1. WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT)
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1. Collective Management Organizations (CMOs)
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