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Abstract

Since the onset of modernity in Iran, that is, from the Constitutional
Revolution period to the end of the first Pahlavi era, often referred to as the
emergence of the issue of femininity and women’s gender identity, women
have encountered various ideologies of femininity. Language, particularly
discourse analysis, provides a tool to examine the nature of these ideologies
or discourses and how they are sustained. One of the rich linguistic sources
that encode and perpetuate femininity ideologies is women’s publications, as
the history of these periodicals is closely linked to the history of
representations and discourses of modern femininity. This study, based on a
discourse analysis approach within James Paul Gee’s theoretical framework,
examines the textual construction of femininity in the first women’s
publications in Iran, published between 1910 and 1941. The findings indicate
that these publications, through constructing diverse femininity ideologies
such as “patriarchal femininity,” “egalitarian femininity,” “empowered
femininity,” “nationalist femininity,” and “eroticized femininity,” present a
set of competing and potentially contradictory discourses about the ideal
woman. Analysis of vocabulary, metaphorical choices, and rhetorical
structures demonstrates how the language of these periodicals, in a historical
continuum, positions femininity within a wide discursive spectrum, from the
reproduction of patriarchy to the post-feminist construction of the ideal
woman, where women’s bodies and even sexual attractiveness are regarded
as rich sources for identity formation and empowerment.
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