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Introduction
In the study of Persian literary theory, attention to the perspectives of classical
poets regarding the mission of poetry is an often overlooked yet highly valuable
topic. Analyzing these perspectives, particularly in classical poetic texts, can play a
decisive role in shaping an indigenous theory of Persian poetry. One of the most
prominent poet-thinkers whose works contain profound reflections on the function
and purpose of poetry is Attar of Nishapur. Among his works, Mosibat-nama
occupies a special place; according to Shafiei Kadkani, it is, after The Conference of
the Birds, Attar’s most important masnavi, in which the poet presents deep and
original views on poetry, the poet, and the audience. Unlike many of his
predecessors, Attar, with a quasi-philosophical perspective influenced by Sufism,
defines multifaceted missions for poetry, which are particularly manifested in
Mosibat-nama. This article aims to extract and classify these missions and, focusing
on the text of Mosibat-nama, examines Attar’s views on the purpose and mission of
poetry. This study is guided by this research question:
e  What are the dimensions and functions of the mission of poetry and the poet
in Attar’s view, as presented in Mosibat-nama, and into what categories can
they be divided?

1. PhD student of Persian Language and Literature, Tarbiat Modares University,
z.khakbaz@modares.ac.ir

2. Professor at the Department of Persian Language and Literature, Tarbiat Modares University,
n_nikoubakht@modares.ac.ir

3. Associate Professor at the Department of Persian Language and Literature, Tarbiat
Modares University, n.dorri@modares.ac.ir (Corresponding Author)

COPYRAGHTS

2023 by the authors. Published by the General Office of Islamic Culture and Direction
southern Khorasan. This article is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions
of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0




OFF bl ooy 03los (o3395 Jw) (sl 5 e lodizr] — Koo 38 Wilslllae | AF

Methodology

This research employs a qualitative approach using a descriptive-analytical
method. The study’s primary focus is the content analysis of the versified text of the
Mosibat-nama, a Sufi epic poem by Attar of Nishapur, which is considered one of
the most vital sources for examining his views on poetry and the role of the poet.
The first step involved a meticulous reading and re-reading of the entire Musibat
Nama, from which all couplets alluding to concepts related to the mission of poetry
and the poet were extracted.

In the second stage, the selected couplets underwent thematic analysis. They were
then classified into four overarching categories: the poet’s mission in relation to the
audience, the poet himself, poetry, and silence. Each of these categories was further
subdivided into sub-themes. This classification was constructed based on the
concepts derived directly from the text, supported by references to interpretive
sources, works by classical critics, contemporary Sufi texts, and an analysis of
classical Persian poetic theory. Furthermore, to better elucidate Attar's perspective,
comparative references were made to the works of other poets such as Sana'l, Naser
Khosrow, and Nizami. The ultimate goal of this methodology was to achieve a
systematic portrayal of the position of poetry within Attar's worldview and to
formulate his theory of poetry with an indigenous approach rooted in the Iranian-
Islamic intellectual tradition.

Research Findings
A careful examination of Mosibat-nama reveals that Attar of Nishapur conceives
four categories of responsibility for poetry and the poet:

1. Responsibility toward the audience: The poet’s primary duty is to address
the intellectual and religious concerns of the audience and to justify the
legitimacy of poetry before the law of religion. Attentiveness to the
audience’s capacity for understanding is also essential, ensuring that the
poet’s words correspond to the listener’s level of comprehension.

2. Responsibility toward the poet: The poet must cultivate their own inner
capacity to receive and comprehend sublime meanings, composing poetry in
moments of leisure and free from the distractions of daily life.

3. Responsibility toward the poem: This responsibility operates on two
levels: formal and substantive. Formally, the poet is obligated to observe
meter, thyme, refrain, and structural conventions. Substantively, the poet
must convey wisdom, avoid flattery and satire, and strive for originality in
expression.



4. The responsibility of silence: The poet must recognize when to remain
silent. In Attar’s view, silence can at times surpass even the most sagacious
speech, serving as a marker of the poet’s mystical maturity and wisdom.

Collectively, these responsibilities constitute a value-based framework for the
poet’s duties, which is unparalleled in the Persian mystical and literary tradition.

Discussion and Conclusion

In the Persian literary tradition, the poet’s responsibilities, particularly from the
perspective of reflective poets, have seldom been examined in a systematic manner.
In his poem Mosibat-nama, Attar of Nishapur addresses this topic from
philosophical, mystical, and critical perspectives, defining multifaceted
responsibilities for both poetry and the poet. The findings of this study indicate that,
from Attar’s viewpoint, the poet’s responsibility extends beyond mere artistic
expression to encompass domains such as religious instruction, moral refinement,
intellectual flourishing, social critique, and even sagacious silence.

According to Attar, the poet bears responsibility toward four elements: the
audience, the self, the poetic text, and the divine. Toward the audience, the poet must
provide religious persuasion and ensure that the message aligns with the listener’s
capacity for understanding. Toward the self, the poet must cultivate moral refinement
and the ability to apprehend spiritual mysteries. Toward the poem, the poet must
remain faithful both to form and content. And toward the ultimate truth, the poet may
at times resort to silence. This value-driven perspective frames poetry not merely as
a craft or linguistic play but as a manifestation of wisdom, guidance, and the
awakening of meaning.

Attar’s theory in Mosibat-nama, emerging from the mystical tradition of Khorasan,
possesses the potential to contribute to the formulation of an indigenous theory of
Persian poetry and offers a significant step toward re-evaluating the poet’s duties
within the Iranian—Islamic cultural context.

Keywords: Poet’s Responsibility, Attar of Nishapur, Mosibat-nama, Poetry
Theory.
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