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Postdramatic Elements in Mohammad Charmshir’s Plays: Applying
Lehmann’s Framework to Everything Will Go You Won’t and Prince of Sorrow”

Abstract

In the last two decades, we can observe a new discourse in Ira-
nian plays which is hard to analyze within dramatic theatre
frameworks. New aspects in these plays demonstrate a con-
siderable affinity and alignment with contemporary Western
theatrical movements. In order to be able to analyze such plays
and study those traits, a comprehensive theoretical frame-
work and a research method is needed. Post-dramatic theatre
framework is a contemporary theory which examines the re-
lationship between drama and the late theatrical forms which
have emerged from the traditional dramatic forms since 1970.
Beside form variations, artistic exposition and linguistic di-
versities, one common trait amongst all post-dramatic the-
atres is the blurred connection between theatre and drama.
Because “post-dramatic” theatre propounds its propositions
in relation with “dramatic theater’, texts can also be analyz-
ed within this framework. In his book, Post-dramatic Thea-
tre, Hans-Thies Lehmann has offered a complete theoretical
framework in regards to western dramatic transition from
1960s onwards. By analyzing significant avant-garde plays of
western drama in past decades, Lehmann initially delineates
the stylistic traits of post-dramatic theatre before proceeding
to its means of realization. Characteristics and traits of this
theatrical movement, have influenced Iranian dramatic lit-
erature in recent decades, sometimes so heavily that without
considering modern theories, it is not possible to arrive at a
correct analysis of the play and provide a suitable method for
its reading. As an example, two of Mohammad Charmshir’s
plays: Prince of Sorrow, which isa monodrama, and Everything
Will Go, You Won'’t, which is a retelling of Shakespeare's Ham-
let, are analyzed in this research. Considering the discourse of
these plays with regards to post-dramatic theatre by tracing
its manifestations, offers the possibility of a new reading. The
intention and purpose of this research is the ability to analyze
and discover post-dramatic manifestations in similar Irani-
an plays. Initially, post-dramatic theory is introduced briefly,
and then the traits and means of realization for this theatrical
movement are discussed. The focus is on those traits which
has occurred more frequently in Iranian plays. By presenting
examples from the case studies, this research shows that the
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post-dramatic stylistic traits can’t be recognized in Prince of
Sorrow, However, strands of this type of theatre, utilizing
“Monology’, are evident in it. Monology, based on Lehmann,
is retelling of a classical drama by the means of monologue,
narrating it from the hero’s personal perspective and repre-
senting the reflection and effects of dramatic events on the
narrator's memory instead of showing or narrating them. This
research also shows that, Everything Will Go, You Won 't utiliz-
es another post-dramatic manifestation technique; something
which Lehmann calls “Cool-Fun”. Cool-Fun, is filled with fast,
short and sudden moments of references to movies and pop
cultures; a train of parodic allusions and jokes put together
often in brief, momentary events. Moreover, some important
stylistic traits of post-dramatic theatre such as: “Dream Imag-
es”, “Play with Density of Signs”, “Simultaneity” and “Retreat of
Synthesis” can be recognized in this play.
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Lehmann, monology, postdramatic theatre, Prince of Sorrow
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2. Environmental Theatre.
4. Hans-Thies Lehmann.

6. Postmodern.

1. Performance Theory.

3. Postdramatic Theatre.
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7. Contemporary Experimental.
8. Elinor Fuchs.

10. Dream Images.

9. Retreat of Synthesis.
11. Synaesthesia.

12. Parataxis/Non-Hierarchy.
13. Simultaneity.

15. Plethora.
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18. Scenography-Visual Dramaturgy.

14. Play with density of signs.
16. Musicalization.

19. Cool-Fun. 20. Monology.
21. Michael Kirby. 22. Ubu Roi.
23. Antagonistic. 24. Hermetic.
5. Parodic Allusion 26. Hamlet.

28. Heiner Mueller.
30. Robert Wilson.
32. Self-Reflexive.

27. William Shakespeare.
29. Hamletmachine.

31. Hamlet: A Monologue.
33. Right Magnitude
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