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Abstract

Geometry has always played a pivotal role in Persian miniature painting by
bridging form and content, providing a foundation for conveying multilayered
meanings. Persian miniature art, as a synthesis of cultural, aesthetic, and phil-
osophical values, uses geometry and visual arrangements to create visually ap-
pealing compositions and infuse the artworks with deep symbolic and narrative
dimensions. This study analyzes the painting “Isfandiyar Kills Arjasp to Rescue
His Sisters,” created by Mir Khalil Musavvir, a prominent Herat School artist re-
nowned for his innovative use of geometric principles and narrative techniques.
As one of the most significant illustrations in the Baysunghur Shahnameh, this
painting embodies the artistic excellence of the Timurid period and reflects the
interplay of heroic storytelling and intricate visual design. The artwork employs
geometric principles, visual arrangements, and aesthetic elements to represent a
heroic and multilayered narrative. The primary question of this research is how
Mir Khalil utilized geometry, visual arrangements, and artistic compositions to
create a painting that intertwines the heroic tale with symbolic, historical, and
mythological themes. Through its precise use of form and proportion, the paint-
ing balances visual aesthetics with storytelling, guiding the viewer’s attention
to the pivotal moments and characters. It achieves this using various visual de-
vices, including symmetry, dynamic character placement, and contrast between
architectural elements and human figures. This qualitative study employs a de-
scriptive-analytical method, supported by library and archival research, to exam-
ine the artwork through Erwin Panofsky’s three-level iconological framework.
The study first identifies the visual elements and forms in the painting, such as
geometric patterns like “Hasht-o-Sabounak” (eightfold star) and guiding lines.
These patterns are decorative, anchoring the visual structure and enhancing nar-
rative coherence. At the second level, the research interprets these elements in
the context of the story of Isfandiyar and Arjasb, emphasizing their symbolic
resonance with themes of heroism, justice, and divine order. Finally, at the third
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level, the study explores how these visual and narrative elements reflect the
Timurid period’s cultural, ideological, and artistic aspirations, linking the paint-
ing to broader philosophical and historical discourses. The findings reveal that
Mir Khalil skillfully employed geometric patterns, mathematical proportions,
and guiding lines to construct a cohesive structure that seamlessly integrates the
story and imagery. The use of visual techniques, such as balanced compositions,
dynamic character arrangements, and the visual interplay between elements, not
only enhances the aesthetic appeal but also deepens the visual narrative of the
heroic tale. This painting, with its precise spatial organization and emphasis on
themes like the triumph of good over evil, reflects the cultural and mythological
values of the Timurid era. Moreover, it exemplifies the synergy between Persian
miniature art and epic literature, demonstrating how the Herat School redefined
narrative representation by integrating intricate design and layered meanings.
The analysis of this artwork highlights the significance of the Herat School in
the history of Iranian art. It offers a framework for exploring the visual structures
and artistic techniques in other illustrations of the Baysunghur Shahnameh. By
addressing the relationship between form, narrative, and meaning, this study
contributes to a deeper understanding of the role of geometry and visual arrange-
ments in Persian miniature painting as storytelling and cultural expression tools.

Keywords: Mir Khalil Musavvir, Baysunghur Shahnameh, Herat School, Iconol-
ogy, Erwin Panofsky
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