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Abstract

As a major reservoir of Qajar art heritage, Golestan Palace Museum houses nearly thirty calico (Qalamkar) molds,
of which seven depict human figures. The peak of calico art is often associated with the Safavid era, with the pre-
dominant themes of this print art, across all period, particularly Qajar era, being largely centered around botanical
imagery. This study aims to examine the thematic elements of those Qajar calico molds that contain human figures
in order to challenge demonstrative themes in these molds in relation to visual arts of the time such as painting,
while proving presence of human figures in the calico molds of that period, identifying them conceptually. There-
fore, the question of the research is “How can Qajar calico molds (of Golestan Palace Museum) be thematically
assessed by examining their human figures?” This historical research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical
approach, with its data being gathered through documentary and field method. The findings revealed that the hu-
man figures depicted in these Qajar calico molds were demonstrated in a somewhat naturalistic style making it
possible to read them in comparison with other visual arts of the period. These figures contribute to construction
of forms and, more importantly, to the methods of representation of the contemporary visual arts of the Qajar era.
It appears that these calico molds were used for preparation of textiles with sceneries of Mi’raj of the Prophet
Mohammad and depictions of Shah Abbas Safavi and Nader Shah, as well as butlers, musician, and servants.
Therefore, it can be asserted that they reflect religious, royal and ceremonial themes, with examples of elements
contributing to formation of royal circles being more prominent, similar to other cultural and artistic expressions
of the era.
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