AR | dalel 4 Jlaia 3 Slowy by 455 1S5 oS>

The Ruling on Excessive Waste Production from
the Perspective of Imamiyyah Jurisprudence

Seyyed Mohammad Meisam Hoseini Motevalli'®, Salman Bahjati Ardakani’

! Level 4 student, Qom Seminary, Qom, Iran. mitevally@gmail.com
2Ph.D., Qom Seminary, Qom, Iran. salmanbahjati@gmail.com

Abstract

The objective of the present research is to examine the jurisprudential ruling (hukm
taklTfl) on excessive waste production from the perspective of Imamiyyah jurisprudence.
The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the results indicate that excessive waste
production, if it results from improper utilization of goods or discarding items that are still
usable, is considered an instance of wastefulness (israf). Furthermore, if it is possible to
produce less waste, given its destructive effects on the environment and the generation of
various diseases, excessive waste production constitutes an example of "harming oneself"
(idrar bi nafs) and "harming others" (idrar bi ghayr). In addition to the evidence prohibiting
absolute wastefulness, narrations that interpret "discarding waste" (il-qa’ al-nawa) as
wastefulness also indicate the prohibition of this act due to its wasteful nature. Although
jurists have not explicitly addressed this issue, their statements in certain discussions, such
as discarding impurities (mutanajjisat) or discarding small quantities of water (qalil), can be
applied to this matter. Since the primary basis for jurists' rulings on the prohibition of
"harming oneself" and "harming others" is reason (‘aql) and narrations—particularly the
hadith "1a darar" (no harm)—any harm that reason and rational individuals consider
oppressive and reprehensible, or that custom (‘urf) deems harmful, falls under these two
rulings. Excessive waste production is an example of both these rulings.

Keywords: Waste, Environment, Jurisprudence (Figh), Wastefulness (Israf), Harming
Oneself (Idrar bi Nafs), Harming Others (Idrar bi Ghayr).
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