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Abstract

Social inequality is a longstanding challenge in human societies, rooted in unequal access to
power, wealth, and social status. Advances in science, industry, and social relations have ren-
dered these inequalities more complex, leading to conflicts, crises, and injustices. The Noble
Qur’an, as a source of divine guidance, provides cultural strategies for confronting such in-
equalities and outlines intellectual and practical frameworks for the formation of a more just and
desirable society. The realization of such a society is unattainable without raising awareness,
imparting knowledge, and transforming the cultural order. This study, employing Qur’anic data
and a descriptive—analytical method, secks to elucidate the cultural strategies of the Qur’an in
addressing social inequalities. Accordingly, the key Qur’anic cultural strategies are as follows:
cognitive reform, which entails focusing on correcting human perception and understanding of
oneself. This includes emphasizing the intrinsic dignity of every individual, equality in the prin-
ciple of creation, the purpose and wisdom of creation, and the equal rights of men and women.
This approach rejects notions of racial or ethnic superiority. Value reform, in turn, signifies the
transformation of the community’s value system by replacing superficial criteria such as wealth
and power with authentic Islamic values such as faith, piety, knowledge, and jihad, thereby
fostering a just social hierarchy; and social reforms, which entail defining a proper outlook on
power and wealth as instruments for serving humanity, combating corruption, and defending
the oppressed, while also offering mechanisms for reducing wealth accumulation and ensuring
its equitable circulation to prevent economic disparities. The findings suggest that social in-
equality in a monotheistic society arises from the lack of alignment between beliefs, values, and
socio-political-economic $tructures with religious teachings and the aforementioned cultural
strategies. Attaining an Islamic modem civilization and a just society requires nurturing indi-
viduals through cultural reforms and a fundamental transformation in their beliefs and values.
The Qur’an’s approach to equality does not entail absolute uniformity; rather, it acknowledges
differences arising from talents and efforts while upholding justice and balance.
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| Extended Abstract |

An Analytical Study of the Cultural Strategies of the Noble
Qur’an in Confronting Social Inequalities

Fatemeh Masjedi, Mohammad Azizi, Seyed Hossein Jafari Nasab

Research Obijective: This study aims to extract the Qur’anic cultural strategies for
confronting social inequalities. Social inequality has been one of the persistent con-
flicts in human social life, denoting unequal and disproportionate access of human
beings to three scarce resources: power, wealth, and status.

Research Methodology: This research employs a descriptive—analytical method. In
the first step, the Qur’anic verses relevant to the subject were collected. Subsequently,
based on Qur anic data, the cultural strategies for confronting social inequalities were
extracted and, finally, categorized.

Findings: While acknowledging the natural differences among human beings, the
Qur’an rejects inequalities rooted in illusory factors such as race and gender. Since
worldviews and beliefs constitute the core elements of a society’s cultural system and
play a decisive role in human life, the primary and fundamental Qur’anic approach to
confronting social inequalities is the cultivation of the human being through reforming
and transforming his epistemic and axiological system. Accordingly, the Qur’an, by
emphasizing the inherent dignity and equality of human beings in the act of creation,
the wisdom and purpose of creation, and the equality of men and women in rights,
presents epistemological reforms grounded in an anthropological outlook. Likewise,
by introducing criteria such as faith, piety, knowledge, and struggle (jihad), it seeks to
reform unjust status hierarchies in society and to replace them with genuine measures
of worth. Although the Qur’an stresses the equality of human beings in creation and
condemns all forms of ethnic or racial self-superiority, this divine scripture, with the
aim of social reform, addresses attitudes toward power and wealth as the two major
sources of political and economic inequality. Hence, while rejecting the essentialist
valorization of power and wealth, the Qur’an presents them as instruments for serv-
ing humanity, resisting corruption, defending the oppressed, and fostering wholesome
living for oneself and others, and it sets forth mechanisms to prevent their excessive
accumulation.

Conclusion: Social inequality in a Tawhid-oriented society is the outcome of discord-
ance between the community’s belief system and its political and economic structures
on the one hand, and religious and Qur’anic teachings on the other. Hierarchical dis-
tinctions among human beings in rights run contrary to the foundational principle
of human equality in Islam and require definitive proof and authoritative religious
evidence. A study of the Qur’anic verses leads to the realization that in order to build
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a new Islamic civilization and a just society free from distortion, falsehood, and in-
justice, there is no alternative but the cultivation of the human being — and this is
attainable only through a transformation in the system of human beliefs.

Keywords: Qur’an; Social inequality; Cultural strategy; Epistemic reform; Axiolog-
ical reform; Social reform
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