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: Abstract

: The term “chamber (Majlessi) music" has dual meanings across different
cultures. In some contexts, it refers to a performance setting where any type of
: music can be played according to the prevailing culture. In others, chamber
: music signifies a specific musical genre with distinct parameters. Sanandaj
Majlessi music, also known as "Bartonana” and "Domana," is a genre explored
¢ in this study. This article analyzes the structural factors of this genre, including
: its poetic and musical elements, and explains the use of the terms Bartonana and
Domana. This qualitative research is descriptive-analytical in nature. Data were
: collected using library methods, audio archives, and fieldwork, including
¢ attending performances and conducting interviews. The findings indicate that
"Domana" is linked to the "Dom" community, a marginalized group in Sanandaj.
i Their frequent involvement in Majlessi performances led to the term Domana.
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Folk music, Sanandaj chamber music associated with carpet weavers. Majlessi music's structure is based on how
(Majlessi) music, Bartonana, : to use poetry and melody. Musically, it features a 7/8 rhythmic pattern and its
Domana : melody is based on strophic form. The poems, all folk in origin, are utilized in

: four forms: chain, free, narrative, and improvisation. The chain form is unique
to Majlessi, as it does not appear in Kurdish literature or other musical types.
¢ Majlessi music employs three performance methods: solo, duet, and collective.
: These methods play a role in enhancing social interaction and convergence,
highlighting the cultural significance of Majlessi music in fostering community
: ties.

! |
| Haseli, H., Mahmoudjanloo, M., Soleimani Nejad, V. (2025). Study of chamber music of Sanandaj city asa |
| genre of urban folk from the viewpoint of musical and poetic characteristics. Sociology of Culture and Art, i
| 7(2),76-90. i

Corresponding author: Hamid Haseli

Address: University of Kurdistan, Sanandaj, Iran
Email: Hamidhaseli80@gmail.com , h.haseli@uok.ac.ir



mailto:Hamidhaseli80@gmail.com

Study of chamber music of Sanandaj city as a genre of urban folk from the viewpoint of
musical and poetic characteristics

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The term "chamber (Majlessi) music" is seen in the
musical culture of different nations. Due to the
difference in the foundations of the structures, there
are different interpretations of chamber music in
each culture, which can be classified into two
general categories: 1. In some cultures, the free
performance of any type of music in an intimate and
private environment is considered chamber music 2.
In some others, chamber music is the name of a type
that follows a specific framework. It seems that the
first type is more widespread in the Middle East and
the most obvious example of the second type is
found in Western classical music. Although the first
type of chamber music is also common among
Kurdish people, in Sanandaj the term "chamber
music" refers to a special type of music that does not
exist in other Kurdish regions. This genre is also
known as "Bartonana™ and "Domana". Bartonana is
a type of work music related to carpet weavers, and
Domana means attributed to "Dom", which is a
marginalized community in Sanandaj. This article
analyzes the structural factors of Sanandaj chamber
music, including poetry and musical elements, and
how to use them. In this way, the reason for the use
of Bartonana and Domana to introduce this genre
will be explained.

2- Methods

using the qualitative method; Specifically, the
descriptive-analytical type, first, the three terms of
chamber music, Bartonana, and Domana were
analyzed to explain why these three titles are used as
the “genre under study” in this research. Then the
musical elements and their poetic forms were
classified and the structural features that caused the
Majlessi (chamber) type to be a specific genre were
analyzed. In this regard, as oral sources, 1. 52 audio
and visual works 2. The lived experience of the
author in charge which is based on years of
encountering chamber music performance in the
field of research (Sanandaj city) and 3. Interviews
with active figures in chamber music were used.
Data including genealogical, sociological, and
historical data were extracted from library sources.

3- Findings

Although there is a genre of chamber music in
Kurdish regions that does not have a specific
structure and different types of music may be
performed in it, in Sanandaj, chamber music is a
type of folk music that follows specific frameworks.
The findings show that the structure of Sanandaj

chamber music, which is also called Bartonana and
Domana, is based on the use of poetry and music,
and all three have the same instructions. From the
point of view of music, the 7/8 “Gariyan” rhythm
with the pattern (3+2+2), which is also the rhythm
of a “Halparke” (dance) specific to Sanandaj, is
considered the main characteristic, and the melody
is also in a strophic form with each One of the verses
is repeated and contains two sentences. The poems
are generally folk and have a ten-syllable form.
Among the four poetic forms of chain, free,
narrative, and improvisation that are used in
Majlessi, the chain form is more important. On the
other hand, regardless of the common structural
relations, the term Majlessi has a semantic
relationship with the type under discussion in the
research. But, regarding the other two terms, it
should be mentioned that some of the interviewees
believed that Majlessi is the Bartonana that women
used to sing in workplaces and homes while
weaving carpets and that males learned it and over
time, with the desexualization of the female sphere,
it has been performed with a male format in the
chamber. The Doms were also nomadic minstrels in
the society and, it seems that they learned the rules
of joyful music and performed it in wedding
ceremonies by being influenced by the culture of the
people of Sanandaj. In the past, a part of the wedding
ceremony in Sanandaj was devoted to Majlessi
singing. Therefore, due to a large presence at
weddings and performing majlessi singing, the term
Domana was placed next to majlessi and Bartonana.
According to another belief, some believe that after
the fame of "Malek Mohammad Mohammadi"
known as "Male Dom", who was a capable singer in
the chamber style, the term "Domana" was added to
the music literature of Sanandaj city.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Research papers have been conducted on some
types of music of the Kurdish people. But, in order
to find the questions that are related to the quiddity
of the music of a culture and to complete its sound
map different layers need to be examined.
Therefore, in this research, Sanandaj chamber music
has been studied for the first time. Based on this, by
focusing on the qualitative method, the analysis of
the texture of this genre from the perspective of
music and poetry and how they are used, Bartonana
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and Domana's concepts were analyzed in a
descriptive-analytical way. While explaining the
nature of Sanandaj's chamber genre, significant
achievements were also achieved 1. The chain form
is one of the four poetic forms used in majlessi
music, and this form is exclusively used in majlessi,
and there is no such poetic form in Kurdish
literature. 2. Based on the opinions of the
interviewees, the type discussed in the research is
derived from Bretonana, which was popularized by
men under the title Majleasi and Domana during
metamorphosis, as well as the removal of feminine
poetic concepts from it. 3. Doms, who have
coexisted with the people of Sanandaj for many
years, in previous studies, the question of their
genealogy remained unanswered, and in some cases,
they were considered Kurdish in origin, which was
found in this article in the Baluch-inhabited areas,
Afghanistan and India (their main land) had life and
they were connected with music in these areas.
Majlessi has a fixed formula and has made it
possible for people to use the formula of combining
poetry and music to create their own musical
moments at every gathering. So that the preservation

and spread of the Majlessi genre in Sanandaj has
continued on this basis since long ago and in this
way, a significant part of the folk poems Have been
protected. Paying attention to such genres can play
a role in strengthening social interaction and
convergence, and because of its prevalence in
Sanandaj, it can be effective in preserving the
elements and identity of the musical culture.
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