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ACC?pted: Objectives: Educational institutions play a crucial role in shaping the minds and skills of the
Apr.ﬂ 6, 2025. human workforce. In recent years, the capitalistic model of education and
Available online: commercialization of universities has substantially altered the educational systems. These
August 30, 2025 changes, manifested in the form of the commodification of knowledge, have transformed

knowledge from a human achievement into a consumable commodity. This study, to
provide a comprehensive analysis of theories related to the commodification of education,
examines the phenomenon of knowledge commodification within the context of economic
and cultural systems, and analyzes the complex interaction between liberal economics and
the educational system. Methods: This research adopts a reflective and meta-theoretical
approach. This approach not only facilitates a critical and comparative evaluation of existing
theories but also provides a new perspective for understanding the consequences of
commodification on educational institutions and their impact on structural and cultural
transformations. For this purpose, the researchers have explored the process of the
commodification of knowledge by studying four theories and analyzing the findings of 26
articles. Results: The commodification of knowledge has been reinforced by the expansion
of supply and demand, the interaction between industry and education, and the framing of
knowledge within market logic. Its consequences include imbalances in educational supply
and demand, social conflicts due to credentialism, and shifts in cultural values. This process
of knowledge devaluation and re-commodification can lead to cultural, legal, and
Keywords: technological changes, redefining social structures. Conclusion: The commodification of
knowledge is a complex and dynamic process with both positive and negative effects,

Commodification, Decline
’ influencing social interactions, the education system, and the labor market. The key themes

ogcommodlﬁcatl(;ln, and organizing components of knowledge commodification explored in this study can serve
E. ucathn, POSt_t eory, as a framework for policymaking, program development, and managing its impact in
Singularization university centers.
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1. Introduction

Education is a vital institution in modern
society, responsible for reproducing
norms, addressing societal needs, and
maintaining balance. The growing
influence of capitalist ideologies has
shifted higher education toward market-
oriented models, emphasizing
commercialization and commodification.
Education is increasingly treated as a
commodity, with students as consumers
and universities as providers.

In Iran, this transition reflects reduced
government funding, privatization, and
the rise of tuition-based programs,
resulting in expanded access but also
greater inequality. Commercialization has
brought benefits such as increased
financial resources, stronger ties to
industry, and improved educational
quality, but it has also led to challenges like
weakened academic freedom, narrowed
curricula, and social disparities.

This paper explores the
commodification of knowledge, analyzing
both its Dbenefits and unintended
consequences. It aims to provide a meta-
theoretical framework for understanding
and improving the integration of market
principles in education while safeguarding
academic values and societal equity.

2. Methods

This study is a theoretical investigation. To
utilize the theoretical capacities of diverse
perspectives—each addressing a specific
aspect of phenomena and systematically
organizing it—a metatheoretical
framework has been developed. Regarding
the selection of an appropriate method for
interpreting theoretical texts, this paper
argues that metatheorizing is a suitable
approach for understanding and analyzing

concepts. Metatheory itself serves as a
methodology for better comprehending
existing theories.

According to George Ritzer (1988),
metatheory is concerned with the essence
of theory, characterized by reflexivity and
the systematic examination of theoretical
structures. In this paper, metatheorizing is
conceptualized as the theorization of
theories, focusing on a second-order, in-
depth analysis that aims to uncover
multiple latent factors embedded within
theories.

The tools offered by this method enable
the discovery and illumination of
significant and intriguing aspects of both
theories and theorists. This approach not
only enhances the understanding of
existing theories but also facilitates their
systematic evaluation.

3. Results

This study explores the dynamics of
commodification through Archer’s
morphogenetic and morphostatic models,
emphasizing the dialectical relationship
between social structures and human
agency. Archer's approach, grounded in
social realism, highlights how structural
constraints and flexibility influence the
formation, interaction, and transformation
of societal structures and agency. While
structured interactions can lead to
systematic outcomes, contradictions and
conflicts may alter the trajectory of
commodification.

The research integrates insights from
Kopitoff, Polanyi, and Collins to propose a
synthesized theory. It argues that modern
capitalist systems, driven by market logic,
commodify all aspects of human and non-
human existence, transforming them into
exchangeable entities. This process
intensifies consumerism, fosters new
needs, and reshapes cultural systems, as
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reflected in areas like education, where
overproduction of credentials undermines
their exchange value.

Archer’s framework reveals that the
interplay between structural forces and
human actors can result in resistance or
reinforcement  of  commodification.
Cultural and economic systems evolve
through cycles of commodification, re-
commodification, or resistance,
influenced by innovation and socio-
economic dynamics. The research
underscores the significance of market
logic in shaping contemporary social
realities while acknowledging counter-
forces that maintain cultural authenticity
or resist economic domination.

4. Conclusion

Knowledge, as the ultimate output of the
educational system, shifts from a non-
commodified form to a consumable
commodity influenced by economic and
cultural  conditions.  According to
commodification theory, knowledge is
inherently prone to commodification due
to its essential role in meeting human
needs. This process intensifies under
modern capitalism, where knowledge
serves labor markets and fosters industry-
education interactions, reshaping cultural
products and social relations.

Structural mobilization deepens
commodification, embedding capitalist
logic within society. While an initial phase
reflects an optimistic alignment among
universities, markets, and society to
effectively produce and apply knowledge,
advanced stages driven by capitalist
innovation may cause dysfunctions and
reveal contradictions such as credential
inflation. These tensions can trigger
partial or full de-commodification, where
legal and cultural mechanisms protect

knowledge as a sacred, non-exchangeable
asset—a process termed “singularization.”

The dialectical interplay between
structure and agency allows ongoing
innovation. Technological and cultural
shifts, alongside pervasive advertising,
reshape the value of educational outputs,
leading to cycles of desacralization and re-
commodification. This cyclical process
reflects market logic’'s dominance while
introducing complex new dynamics.

A structural and agent-based analysis is
crucial amid universities' tensions
between the state and society. The
commodification framework critically
examines these dynamics, emphasizing
universities’ dual role as cultural
producers and mediators. This study
integrates diverse theoretical perspectives
to develop a comprehensive model for
evaluating the challenges of knowledge
commodification in higher education
across analytical levels and temporal
dimensions.
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Model 3: Commodification of Higher Education in the Postmodern Era (Lyotard)
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