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the social construction of "irreligious” and "false religion." Accordingly, the question that
the present study is designed to answer is: What is the structure of religious-based conflicts
in the social life of Kurdistan Province? Methods: The present study was conducted using
ethnographic, observational, and semi-structured in-depth interviews with citizens of
various cities in Kurdistan Province who had lived experience of religious-based conflicts.
Theoretical saturation was achieved by conducting 23 interviews. The Brown and Clark
thematic analysis method was used to analyze the data. After carefully examining the
transcripts of the interviews and coding, 80 primary codes were identified. From the
combination of the primary codes, 16 sub-themes were identified. These themes were then
organized under four main themes, and the main themes further revealed the overarching
theme of “religion-based conflicts.” Results: The findings showed that the themes of self-
righteousness, rejection of pluralism, exclusivism, and totalitarianism have acted as
"sources of religion-based conflicts." The themes of apostasy, excommunication,
fanaticism, and hostility have acted as "intensifiers of religion-based conflicts." The themes
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Religion7 Conflict, Social religiously based conflicts," and the themes of ritualism, symbolism, sacred rites, and the
conflict, Conflict based on sedimentation of traditions have functioned as "reflectors of religiously based conflicts".
Conclusion: The aforementioned characteristics have produced, intensified, and
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perpetuated religious-based conflicts in the social life of Kurdistan Province.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Conflict as a social reality is a pervasive
issue, especially with religious
underpinnings. Although religion often has
a unifying nature, its ability to create
conflict is undeniable. Theoretically, the
social construction of religion also
includes the social construction of
"irreligious” and "false religion." Based on
this theoretical proposition, the aim of this
research is to analyze the construction of
religiously based conflicts in the social life
of Kurdistan province. Field observations
and research studies have shown that in
the social life of Kurdistan, various
religious groups and tendencies (Salafi,
Muftizadeh, = Nagshbandieyh  Sufism,
Nasiri, Qadiri, Bektashi, Ahl Haghe,
Zoroastrian, Manavie, Wahhabi, Shia,
Secular, etc.) have an active presence,
possessing their own values, ideas, and
perceptions, and each of them tries to
invite other religions and schools to their
accepted religion while, at the same time,
protecting their own religious life. It is
obvious that in these circumstances,
continuous conflict between groups and
intellectual and ideological tendencies
becomes inevitable. For example, the
conflict between the Muftizadeh group
and the Komalas in 1979, the conflict
between the Nagshbandieyh group and
the Komalas in 1985, the conflict between
Sunnis and Shiites in 2003, the conflict
between the Qadiriyya and the Council of
Sovereign Clergy in 2010, the conflict
between the Nagshbandieyh group and
the Salafis in 2017, and the conflict
between the Qadiri order and
Nagshbandieyh Sufism in 2019 are
numerous examples of conflicts that have
religious origins and roots. The
aforementioned evidence suggests that in

the social context of Kurdistan, religion is
not simply a belief system, but a dynamic
force that shapes identities, relationships,
and even political geography. Religious
conflicts here are not transient
phenomena, but part of the deep structure
of social life that sometimes affect the
social life of Kurdistan in the form of open
conflicts and sometimes in hidden
competitions. Accordingly, the present
study, with an interpretative approach,
seeks to answer the question of what
forms religious-based conflicts have taken
in the social life of Kurdistan and how they
are produced, intensified, and
perpetuated.

2. Methods

The methodological approach in the
present study is qualitative, using
ethnographic methods and  semi-
structured in-depth interview techniques
to collect data. The spatial and temporal
scope of the study is the residents of 10
counties in Kurdistan province in 1401. The
ethnography was conducted in such a way
that the researcher, through two
techniques of observation and
conversation, achieved a direct and
immediate understanding and perception
of the lived experience of individuals of
different religious sects and tendencies at
the provincial level. The sampling method
was also purposive sampling, in such a way
that the greatest diversity in terms of
ethnic and religious orientations, place of
residence, level of education, etc., was
considered in selecting the samples. The
logic governing the selection of the sample
size ~ was  theoretical  saturation.
Theoretical saturation was achieved when
the researcher realized during the
interviews that no new information was
emerging.  Accordingly, theoretical
saturation was achieved by interviewing
23 participants of the study. To analyze the
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data, Brown and Clark's thematic analysis
method was used, which proceeded in six
steps. In the first step, the transcripts of
the interviews were carefully checked. In
the second step, 80 initial themes were
generated by identifying meaning units
and coding. In the third step, in the search
for sub-themes, the initial themes were
categorized under 16 sub-themes. In the
fourth step, after examining and modifying
the sub-themes, four main themes were
obtained by combining the sub-themes
into broader semantic areas. In the fifth
step, the sub-themes and main themes
were defined and abstracted with the help
of parts of the participants' comments.
Finally, in the sixth step, the final analysis
was presented. To ensure the validity and
accuracy of the data, four criteria of
credibility, reliability, verifiability, and
transferability have been used.

3. Results

The findings showed that the themes of
self-righteousness, rejection of pluralism,
exclusivism, and totalitarianism served as
“the source of religion-based conflicts.”
The themes of rejection and apostasy,
excommunication, fanaticism, and
violence have acted as “intensifiers of
religious-based conflicts.” The themes of
inflexibility, uncriticalness, othering, and
atheism have acted as “perpetuators of
religious-based conflicts,” and the themes
of ritualism, symbolism, sacred rites, and
the sedimentation of traditions have acted
as “reflectors of religious-based conflicts.”
In this way, the aforementioned
characteristics have produced, intensified,
and perpetuated religious-based conflicts
in the social life of Kurdistan Province.

4. Conclusion

Finally, the results of this research, based
on the empirical background and
theoretical propositions of conflict and

constructivism, show that the social life of
Kurdistan Province, with a variety of
religious tendencies and narrative,
jurisprudential, and theological sources,
has become an arena for the construction
of conflicting religious interpretations and
claims. In this space, each religious
interpretation and claim not only presents
itself as the absolute truth, but also, in
contrast to other interpretations, fuels the
construction of deeper contradictions and
oppositions. This process has transformed
the social life of Kurdistan into an
ideological field in which different
religious groups and tendencies are
engaged in an endless battle with mutual
realisms and self-realizations. In such
circumstances, there seems to be no
prospect of lasting peace and
reconciliation, as each side sees itself as
right and the other as wrong. However,
focusing on individual spirituality and the
internalization of moral and human values
may be a solution to reducing existing
tensions and conflicts. This approach can
allow individuals to engage in personal
reflection and rethink their beliefs and
behaviors before engaging in collective
conflicts. Such a process may lead to a
reduction in physical and cultural violence
and create a space for peaceful
coexistence, even where religious and
sectarian differences persist.
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Table 3: Primary codes, sub-themes, and main themes of “Religion as an aggravator of social con-
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Table 4: Primary codes, sub-themes, and main themes of “Religion as a Perpetuator of Social Con-
flicts”
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Table 5: Primary codes, sub-themes, and main themes of “Religion as a reflection of social con-
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