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ABSTRACT
The aim of this research was to develop a framework of factors affecting the success of
sports startups and knowledge-based companies. A qualitative research method with a
systematic exploratory approach (based on the content analysis technique) was chosen. The
research population consisted of two parts: human resources (professors, managers, etc.)
and information resources (relevant and reliable scientific, library, and media resources).
The interviewees and information resources were selected in a purposeful and accessible
manner, based on reaching theoretical saturation (16 people and 34 sources). The research
tools included semi-structured exploratory interviews and a systematic library study. The
validity of the tools was evaluated and confirmed based on practical competence, legal and
scientific validity of the sample, and expert opinion. To analyze the findings, a multi-stage
conceptual coding method (open, selective, and thematic) with a content analysis approach
was used. The final conceptual framework included 88 components, 8 dimensions (social,
cultural, governmental and political support, legal and regulatory, economic and
commercial, managerial, technological, individual and personal), and an overall perspective
(success of sports startups and knowledge-based companies). The general themes and
perspectives were chained and interconnected. Based on the research findings, it can be
concluded that successful sports startups and knowledge-based companies in the country
can not only act as the main engines of innovation and development in the sports industry
but also play a very important role in economic growth and social development. In addition,
these companies, by considering the findings of the present research and achieving success,
can help create jobs and employment opportunities for young people, develop technology,
and increase the reputation and praise of the country's name in the global sports community.
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