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ABSTRACT

Objective: The objective of this study was to identify the goals of the global citizenship
education curriculum and validate it within the elementary education system of Iran.

Method: The research employed a mixed method approach, combining qualitative and
guantitative techniques. The research population consisted of experts in curriculum
planning, social sciences, and the philosophy of education from the universities of
Urmia and Tabriz during the 2020-2021 academic year. From this population, 22
individuals were interviewed using purposive sampling and applying the criterion of
theoretical saturation. Their responses were analyzed using qualitative content analysis.
In the quantitative section, the research method was survey-based. The statistical
population included elementary education administrators, elementary education staff
experts, educational group leaders, educational leaders, and elementary school teachers
from Urmia city during the 2023-2022 academic year across two districts. The sample
size was determined to be 368 individuals based on the Krejcie and Morgan table. The
sampling method was stratified random sampling. To assess the curriculum validation,
interviews were conducted with 7 faculty members to gather their opinions on its
validity. The data were analyzed using first and second-order factor analysis and a one-
sample T-test.

Results: The findings from the qualitative section revealed that the core theme of the
global citizenship education curriculum goals comprised sub-themes of curriculum
goals (3 categories), characteristics of curriculum goals (9 categories), and foundations
of curriculum goals (8 categories). The results indicated that the validity of the themes
of the global citizenship education curriculum goals was above average.

Conclusions: Based on the results, if the curriculum goals address contemporary global
issues in accordance with the specific context and cultural landscape of Iranian society,
they can pave the way for nurturing global citizens who are responsible and critical
thinkers.
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Introduction

Educating responsible and informed citizens is one
of the most central and fundamental missions of
education in different countries. Every country, in the
form of formal and informal education, has the duty to
prepare citizens to enter social, political and cultural
life, which it does in the form of direct citizenship
education in various subjects (Pishgo, Ojaghi, Hamdi,
1401). Global citizenship transcends geographical
boundaries and encourages individuals to deeply
understand and value global issues and accept
responsibility on a global scale . Global citizenship
education is one of the main concerns of most
educational systems in the world. Citizenship
education in today's era is not a need, but a priority.
Citizenship education is important. This education can
be provided by the family, school, mass media, and
social institutions, but its main responsibility lies with
the education system. Education should help children
and adolescents become responsible citizens, active
participants in social and cultural life, successful and
interested learners, and self-reliant and trustworthy
individuals at the global level. Most countries in the
world have conducted extensive research in the field of
citizenship education through scientific and research
associations and appropriate citizenship education.
However, in our country, sufficient attention has not
been paid to both research and practice, so it is
necessary to pay more attention to this area in the
curriculum. In this regard, this research seeks to
determine the goals and validate the global citizenship
curriculum in elementary school. Conducting this
research is important for our educational system
because it can help improve and promote public culture
and, as a result, reduce vulnerabilities and threats from
globalization in the education of the future generation.
The purpose of this study is to examine the objectives
of the Global Citizenship Education curriculum and its
validation in the Iranian primary education system.

Method

The aim of the present study was to examine the
objectives of the global citizenship education
curriculum and its validation in the Iranian elementary

education system. It consisted of two qualitative and
quantitative sections. The qualitative section used
qualitative content analysis as the research method. The
statistical population consisted of experts in the fields
of curriculum planning, social sciences, and philosophy
of education at the universities of Urmia and Tabriz,
using purposive sampling. Data were coded through
interviews and thematic analysis method, collected and
the data collection tool was interviews. The
quantitative part, the research method used with a
quantitative approach, survey method, the statistical
population of managers, elementary education staff
experts, educational group leaders, educational leaders,
elementary school teachers in Urmia city in two
districts, the sample size was determined to be 368
people based on the Kerchese and Morgan table.Data
collection tool: A questionnaire was used to assess the
validity of the data. First and second order factor
analysis tests were used to assess the data fit, and a one-
sample T-test was used to assess the results.

Results

The research findings showed that the content of the
curriculum objectives includes themes, familiarizing
students with the global citizenship education program,
learning the necessary skills to become global citizens,
flexibility in accordance with the acceptance of
legitimate cultures of the world, diversity in attention
to the disciplines with an emphasis on the horizontal
aspect of organizing the curriculum, and integrating the
curriculum in accordance with global issues. Education
in Iran consists of assessing the needs of families,
appropriate to global culture, within the cultural and
ethnic frameworks of different Iranian people and
minorities, realizing the characteristics of a global
citizen, strengthening skills and multiple intelligences,
critical thinking, promoting empathy, and believing
that I am a human being and that | should treat people
like a human being. And the content of the curriculum's
foundations, which are based on the concepts of global
goals, based on upstream documents, related to global
citizenship on a local basis, based on agreed global
principles, based on respect for divine religions, paying
attention to the 2030 document if it complies with the
laws of the Islamic Republic, Based on the Quran and
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Nahjul-Balagha (Islamic principles), based on the
opinions and writings of classical and modern
philosophers, and based on the principles of the
curriculum of the Islamic Republic of Iran. And under
the theme of the characteristics of the curriculum
objectives, which include the concepts of suitability
with the age and psychological needs of students, in
line with the specific general goals of UNESCO,
suitability with the general goals of Iranian education,
assessing the needs of families, suitability with global
culture, within the cultural and ethnic frameworks of
people and different climates of Iran, realizing the
characteristics of a global citizen, strengthening skills
and multiple intelligences, critical thinking, It consists
of promoting empathy and the belief that | am a human
being and that | should treat people like a human being.
The sub-theme of the curriculum objectives, which
consists of the concepts of suitability to the age and
psychological needs of students, in line with the
specific general goals of UNESCO, suitability to the
general goals of Iranian education, assessing the needs
of families, suitability to global culture, within the
cultural and ethnic frameworks of people and different
climates of Iran, realizing the characteristics of a global
citizen, strengthening skills and multiple intelligences,
critical thinking, promoting empathy and the belief that
I am a human being and that | should treat people like
a human being. Based on the table of descriptive
indicators of the variables regarding the possibility of
paying attention to them in global citizenship
education, the data shows that considering the average
of the ten dimensions of the curriculum and the sub-
dimensions of the components and comparing the
average obtained from the study with the average of the
5-point responses of the respondents, it can be said that
without using statistical tests in all ten elements of the
curriculum and their sub-dimensions, the average
obtained from the responses of the studied sample is
higher than the average compared to the validation of
the curriculum. To accurately respond to the status of
the validation of the curriculum, a single-sample T-test
was used. The validity of paying attention to each
element of the global citizenship education curriculum
is higher than the average.

Conclusions

According to the research findings, the extracted
themes showed that the target theme has sub-themes. it
can be said that citizens in different countries are in
constant contact with citizens of other nations due to
common global issues and challenges. As a result,
students in each society need to acquire knowledge,
skills, and attitudes that will enable them to be aware
of the contemporary world as a member of the global
community.The results of the research showed that the
goals of the curriculum play an important role in
educating global citizens, and if it is not related to
global issues and changes, we cannot expect to achieve
the desired results. It is better to review the goals so that
students acquire the skills needed for global
citizenship. So that new developments can be created
in the curriculum in the form of components such as
peace, respect for different religions and cultures,
environmental protection, etc.The themes extracted in
this study can be a good guide for more in-depth studies
on the specific dimensions of the global citizenship
education curriculum and can be used as a framework
for global citizenship education in the curriculum.
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