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Abstract

Reading comprehension (RC) is one of the learning objectives of all
language teaching curricula and for teaching it various strategies are used.
One of these strategies is using Graphic Organizers which have their roots
in schemata theory and are used for organizing and presenting knowledge.
The current study aimed at investigating the impact of graphic organizers
strategy on improving Persian as a Foreign Language (PFL) learners’ RC.
Fifteen intermediate and upper intermediate PFL learners studying M.A at
TPSOL (Teaching Persian to Speakers of Other Languages) for the second
half of the 2019-2020 (1397-1398) academic year in Allame Tabataba'i
university participated in the study. The instruments used to collect the data
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were reading texts, RC tests, and graphic organizers. The data were analyzed
using paired t-test and the results showed a significant difference between
RC through traditional instruction compared to graphic organizers strategy,
suggesting that employing graphic organizers had facilitated students’ RC.

Keywords: curriculum, graphic organizers, reading comprehension,
schemata theory, strategy.

1. Introduction

One of the important skills that every language learner needs to learn is RC
skills. The most important problem most language learners encounter in RC
is that they are too concerned with understanding all the details of a given
text. Hence, they fail to understand the overall idea of the text. They read
the text word by word but cannot follow their mental schemas and make
connections between different ideas in the text, which leads to incomplete
comprehension of the text. Research has also shown that many language
learners first translate the content into their native language and then back-
translate it into the target language to understand a text, as a result, they
cannot answer the questions within the allotted time (Sam & Rajan, 2013).
One suitable alternative to these traditional and ineffective methods is using
the graphic organizers (GOs) strategy. Graphic organizers are a type of
visual and graphic representation that depicts the relationship between facts,
terms, or ideas within a learning task (Hall & Strangman, 2008). In addition,
GOs can categorize the information encoded in the text by arranging
important aspects of a concept or topic using labels (Bromley, Irwin-
DeVitis, & Modlo, 1999). Using these diagrams, language learners can
categorize and then decode the text content. In other words, they learn the
skill of classifying information in a text as a subset of a schema, and once
they have mastered this skill, they can divide the text into different parts.
One of the essential things in facilitating learning and teaching Persian is the
use of these diagrammatic systems. The results of numerous studies
conducted on the role of GOs on learning different languages have indicated
their positive effect on the reading process and strengthening RC strategies.
Therefore, it is time for this educational tool to be used in teaching Persian
to speakers of other languages to make the path of learning Persian smoother
for PFL learners.
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2. Literature Review

In the past decade, extensive research was conducted on the use of GOs in
teaching RC in English as a second/foreign language. Rahim et al. (2017)
showed that GOS facilitated the reading skills of the learners and also
transformed the reading class from a teacher-centered to a learner-centered
class, which led to the active participation of the learners in learning. Latif
(2016) concluded that GOs can be used to enhance the thinking skills of the
learners by enhancing brainstorming, creating new ideas, establishing
connections between parts and wholes, determining order, analyzing causes
and effects, etc. His research findings showed that GOs improved learners'
ability to answer common comprehension questions such as discovering the
main idea, discovering explicit and implicit information, correctly
identifying reference, and recognizing the meaning of words and phrases.
Sam and Rajan (2013) investigated the use of GOs to enhance RC skills of
middle school students learning English as a second language. Their
research focused on the use of these organizers as information organizers by
intermediate level learners in understanding the main idea, supporting
details, facts, and personal opinions. The study also examined and designed
different types of GOs for better comprehension of the given text. The results
showed that the students in the experimental group performed better than the
control group in all five types of reading questions and that the use of these
organizers was effective for reading questions such as 1. identifying the
main idea 2. finding supporting details 3. understanding vocabulary 4.
distinguishing personal opinions from facts, and 5. referencing.

In Iran, the focus has been on concept maps as a specific type of organizers.
Kalhor and Mehran (2017) showed that the concept map strategy increased
English language learning and meaningful reading and comprehension in
students in the experimental group compared to the control group. The
results of the study showed the positive effect of concept maps on students'
progress and meaningful RC in English. Seif et al. (2012) showed that
providing ready-made concept maps significantly increased the
comprehension of EFL learners. Also, concept maps help learners organize
complex topics in an understandable and comprehensive framework, thereby
contributing to meaningful learning. In the same vein, Sahraei et al. (1400)
examined the effect of concept maps on enhancing reading skills and
motivation of PFL learners and found that since a kind of hierarchy is
observed in preparing a concept map and it clearly shows the relationship
between concepts, the materials are organized in the minds of learners and
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as a result meaningful learning occurs; therefore, concept maps can be used
as a powerful educational tool. If prepared in advance and done in a group,
this strategy helps learners organize complex topics in an understandable
and comprehensive framework, thus contributing to meaningful and
sustainable learning.

3. Method

The present quantitative study relied on a quasi-experimental design. The
dependent variable of this study was the level of RC of PFL learners and the
independent variable of the study was the method of teaching Persian RC
using different types of GOs. The sample included 15 PFL learners of the
master's degree in Azfa at Allameh Tabatabaei University who were
studying in the second semester of the 97-98 academic year. The participants
who were selected based on convenience sampling method were 15 PFL
learners (3 males and 12 females) with Tunisian, Lebanese, Iragi, Russian,
and Korean nationalities. The data collection instruments encompassed
standardized and valid multiple-choice RC pre- and post-tests and Persian
language educational texts.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

In the present study, the effectiveness of using GOs in teaching reading to
PFL learners was examined. Accordingly, 15 intermediate-level PFL
learners were selected based on convenience sampling. Comparing the
scores of the learners in the pre- and post-tests showed that Persian learners
are more successful in learning comprehension of Persian texts using the
GOs strategy than learning using the traditional methods, and they obtained
better scores in the comprehension test; therefore, using the GOs strategy
has a positive effect on the level of Persian learners' comprehension. Since
Gorjian (2017) has also obtained similar results to the present study by
studying Iranian English learners, it can be concluded that the effectiveness
of using GOs can be effective independently of the learners' first language
and the target language; therefore, if PFL teachers are encouraged to use
GOs as a teaching and learning strategy and use this method to teach
different levels of Persian to create meaningful and sustainable learning.
Likewise, PFL teachers can teach Persian learners how to draw organizers,
they can help strengthen Persian learners' comprehension and make learning
Persian easier and more attractive to them.
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