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Abstract

Carikalamature (caricature of words) is, lexically, a blended term made up
of the English word "caricature" and the Persian word "kalamat" (words). It
technically refers to the short sayings that convey humorous, serious, or wise
concepts and fall in the satire literary genre. This work aims at studying the
role of ambiguation in creating the Persian caricatures on the basis of
cognitive Conceptual Blending Theory. One of the techniques employed in
creating Persian carikalamatures is ambiguation. Ambiguity is a type of
obscurity exerted on the text by homonyms and polysemous words or
idiomatic expressions. In the integration network that underlies the structure
of meaning, different discourse contexts are reflected in distinct generic
spaces that motivate various cross-space mappings between an element of
one input space and different elements of the other input space. This process
causes different meanings to be projected to the blended space. Distinct
generic spaces and various mappings and projections can be accounted for
just by assuming two different integration networks for any carikalamature.
Two distinct integration networks with identical first input space but
different second input space, generic space, blended space, and cross-space
mappings justify the presence of the two simultaneous distinct meanings
conveyed by one carikalamature.
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1. Introduction

Carikalamature (the caricature of words) is, lexically, a blended term made up
of the English word "caricature" and the Persian word "kalamat" (words). It
technically refers to short sayings that convey humorous, serious, or wise
concepts and fall in the satire literary genre. This work aims at studying the
role of ambiguation in creating the Persian carikalamature (on the basis of
cognitive approaches like Conceptual Blending Theory.

2. Literature Review

Sorahi and Ghayuri (2017) have investigated the role of violating Grice's
cooperative maxims in constructing Carikalamatures. To achieve this aim,
they have selected 100 carikalamatures from different writers randomly and,
after analysis, came to the conclusion that among Grice's cooperative maxims,
the maxim of manner and the maxim of relation have been most frequently
violated, respectively. Shobeiri and Bayatfar (2019), in their work, have
focused on deviations from literary norms in the book "Welcome to My Sight"
by Parviz Shapour. They have found out that defamiliarization is the main
semantic deviation utilized in this book. This type of deviation has resulted in
new and intriguing caricatures in the Persian language.

3. Method

The framework applied in this work is on the basis of Fauconnier and Turner's
Conceptual Blending Theory. In the network that helps create meaning,
different conversation situations are shown in separate general areas that lead
to various connections between one part of one input area and different parts
of the other input area. This causes different meanings to be projected to the
blended space. The blended space takes elements from both inputs, as
indicated by the broken lines, but goes further in providing additional structure
that distinguishes the blend from either of its inputs. Stated differently, neither
of the inputs contains the structure that the blend derives. In Figure 1, this
emergent structure or ‘novel’ meaning is represented by the elements in the
blended space that are not connected to either of the inputs.
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Figure 1. A basic Integration Network (Adapted from Fauconnier and Turner 2002: 46)
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4. Discussion
One of the techniques employed in creating Persian carikalamatures is
ambiguation. This is a type of obscurity exerted on the text by homonyms and
polysemous words or idiomatic expressions. The lexically ambiguous
carikalamatures contain a homonym or polysemous word that has two
different meanings, both of which are applicable. Additionally, some other
words or expressions in the text serve as prompts that evoke the distinct
meanings of the ambiguous word based on the sentence context. Since the two
distinct meanings are applicable in the text, two mappings are drawn from the
ambiguous word to its different readings in different spaces. For example, in
the following carikalamature, the word /fIr/ in Farsi is @ homonym; it means
either 'lion' or 'milk.' In the text, the words /bagevah|/ (zoo) and /mastbandi/
(dairy farm) are the prompts that inspire the distinct meanings of the homonym
/[Ir/, namely 'lion' and 'milk," respectively.
1.3)
Ir e ezafe ye baqevahf be dard e mastbandi nemixorad/
b) lion of additional of zoo to problem of dairy farm not suitable
¢) The additional 'lion' from the zoo is not suitable for a dairy farm.
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Here, the prompts play their role in sentential context and cause two mappings
to be drawn from the homonym /[Ir/ to its distinct readings in different spaces.
This dual mapping justifies the lexical ambiguity present in the structure of
the carikalamature.

In the above carikalamature, the homonymous word /[Ir/ (lion/milk) and the
accompanying prompts /baqevahf/ (zoo) and /mastbandi/ (dairy farm)
generate two distinct discourse contexts that are reflected in two different
generic spaces, 'dairy food' and 'animal.' The two distinct generic spaces and
different cross-mappings between the elements in two input spaces have to be
inevitably reflected in two different integration networks, as indicated in the
following figures:

Figure 2: The integration network of the carikalamature” The additional 'lion' of zoo
is not suitable for dairy farm" with the generic space of 'dairy food'

Generic

dairy food

Input
P Input,
a: [fir/ ) _
(lion/milk) d: dairy drink
b: zoo e: dairy farm
c: dairy farm

Blend
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Figure 3: The integration network of the carikalamature” The additional 'lion' of zoo
is not suitable for dairy farm™ with the generic space of ‘animals’

Generic
o
animals
b'
Inputy Input;
a: [fir/ a d: king of
(lion/milk) . jungle
b: zoo < e 700
c
c: dairy farm
Blend

In figure 2, with the generic space of dairy food, the homonymous element
/fTr/ (a) in input space 1 is mapped into ‘dairy drink' (d) in input space 2 and
then projected to the blended space. The information in this generic space
impedes the mapping and projecting of the element 'zoo' (b).

In figure 3, the generic space 'animals' stimulates the element /[Ir/ (a) to be
mapped into the element 'lion' (d) and then projected to generic space. It also
stimulates mapping and projecting of element 'zoo' (b), but at the same time,
it impedes the element 'dairy farm' (c) from mapping and projecting to generic
space. Different pieces of information generate distinct cross-mappings. The
different cross-mappings, in their turns, result in generating two different
simultaneous meanings. These two different meanings justify the ambiguation
in the structure of the carikalamature.

6. Conclusion
As it is revealed from the foregoing discussion, analyzing the structures of
ambiguous carikalamatures, irrespective of the context, is impossible. These
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structures are, in the best way, analyzed on the basis of cognitive
approaches—Ilike conceptual blending theory—in which pragmatic
knowledge and the discourse context have a crucial role in developing diverse
simultaneous meanings.
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