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Abstract

Languages around the world express the concept of plural in various ways,
employing structural, syntactic, and lexical methods. This research
investigates how the concept of plural is articulated in Tati, a language from
the Northwestern branch of Iranian languages. The focus is on the Darvi
dialect of Tati, which is prevalent in the village of Derav located in the
Shahroud district of Khalkhal. In the Darvi Tati dialect, several methods are
utilized to convey the notion of plural, including structural, structural-
syntactic, verb agreement, pronoun agreement, reduplication, combination,
and lexical approaches. The data was primarily gathered through fieldwork,
complemented by the author’s own linguistic intuition as a native Tati
speaker. Notably, this dialect has specific rules for expressing the plural
form of family names and body parts that are not applicable in other
contexts. The presence of ergative construction leads to nouns and plural
pronouns having distinct direct and indirect forms. Moreover, both verb and
pronoun agreement is obligatory in this dialect. It is important to mention
that some plural expression methods are unique to humans and do not apply
to objects or animals. In Tati, number is a crucial grammatical category, and
neglecting proper usage can result in grammatical errors.
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1. Introduction

The category of number is one of the universal categories of world
languages. At the very least, all the world’s languages employ singular and
plural pronouns. To express hominal number, languages typically use one of
three forms: singular, dual, and plural. Singular and plural distinctions are
present in most languages, while the dual form is limited to only a subset of
the world’s languages. Various strategies are employed across languages to
express plurality, including morphological, morpho-syntactic, syntactic,
lexical, agreement-based, and other methods. In Iranian languages, number
is generally expressed through a grammatical category that marks singular
and plural. In modern Iranian languages, the dual number is rarely attested:;
however, evidence from ancient languages such as Avestan and Old Persian
indicates that the dual form was used alongside singular and plural
(Abolghasemi, 2004: 29). In contemporary Iranian languages, discussions of
grammatical number typically focus on singular and plural, with little to no
reference to the dual.

Research Question
What is the method of expressing the concept of plural in the Tati language,
one of the Iranian languages of the Northwest branch?

2. Literature Review

The category of numbers has been the subject of extensive research across
languages. Notable among these are the works of Corbett (2000, 2003, 2006:
724-731), Corbett and Mithun (1996), Daniel (2020), and Daniel and
Moravesik. Among these, Corbett’s studies are considered the most
comprehensive on the subject. Several studies have also addressed the
category of numbers in Iranian languages. For instance, Naghzguy-e Kohn
(2022) examined associative plural constructions in several Iranian dialects.
Shirzad and Darzi (2023), in their article, analyzed the structure of number
phrases in Persian, as well as the issue of apparent mismatch between
numerals and counted nouns.
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The only study that has investigated plural-marking strategies in an Iranian
dialect is Taheri (2023). In the article titled “Nominal Number in Baderudi,”
Taheri concludes that Baderudi—a Central Iranian language within the
Northwestern dialect subgroup, spoken in the small town of Baderud near
Isfahan—employs multiple strategies to mark nominal number. These
include morphological marking, verbal agreement, pronominal agreement,
and reduplication.

3. Method

The data for this study were entirely collected through fieldwork. The
researcher, being a native speaker of the Tati language, has drawn upon his
own linguistic intuition for the analysis.

4. Results

There are multiple strategies for expressing plurality or marking plural
nouns, and each language utilizes one or more of these methods. Some of
these strategies are morphological, some syntactic, and others lexical. In
Dearvi Tati (a Northwestern Iranian language spoken in a village in
Shahroud, Khalkhal), plural expression involves a range of strategies. These
include morphological, morphosyntactic, verbal agreement, pronominal
agreement, reduplication, compounding, and lexical methods. In this
language, plural marking is obligatory, meaning that a plural noun must be
marked using one of the available strategies.

Generally, plurality in Tati is expressed in two ways: either through overt
marking, in which a singular noun is converted into a plural by a specific
marker, or through covert (lexical) means, where particular words inherently
convey plural meaning without any visible marker. In this language, certain
semantic categories such as family names and body parts have unique
pluralization strategies that are not used in any other context. Additionally,
the presence of an ergative construction in this dialect causes plural nouns—
as well as some pronouns—to have two distinct forms: an agentive and a
non-agentive form. In ergative constructions, verb agreement in number
aligns not with the subject (agent) but with the object (patient). In some
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dialects of Khalkhal Tati—such as Karnagi, Lardi, and Kajali—where
grammatical gender distinctions have been preserved, verbs must agree with
the object not only in number but also in gender.
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