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Abstract

This study evaluates real-life gender interactions through reconstructed
environments in plays manifesting refined and thoughtful human interactions.
More specifically, the study investigates the effect of gender on the production
of linguistic factors of interruptions, overlapping, and tag questions as the
main factors of participatory dominance in conversations. Gender is examined
at two levels: the gender of the drama characters and the gender of the
playwrights. Dialogues are compared in two periods before and after the 1979
revolution. The statistical population comprises all Iranian plays published in
the last sixty years of Iran's dramatic literature, with a non-random sample of
nine plays. Results show the frequency of interruptions among men is more
than that of women, while the overlapping and the use of tag questions are far
more common in women than in men. Playwrights’ gender significantly
affects the production of overlapping and tag questions but not the
reproduction of interruptions. Among participatory dominance factors, pre-
revolutionary works exhibit higher frequencies of interruptions and overlaps
than post-revolutionary works. This research confirms the reproduction of
gender in the discourse of men and women, revealing sexist components in
Iranian dramatic literature. Findings benefit writers, social linguists,
sociologists, and language planners by enhancing understanding of linguistic
and conversational patterns, familiarity with power relations between the two
sexes, and comprehension of language’s societal functions.
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1. Introduction

According to dominance theory (Lakoff, 1975), a specific feminine language
style features indicators of uncertainty, difference, and lack of authority.
This can be examined through communicative action analysis between
speakers of both sexes within a language community. Focusing on
participatory dominance (as opposed to sequential) among Persian speakers,
we identify three key indicators: speech interruption, overlap, and tag
questions. This study explores discourse differences between genders in
Iranian dramatic literature through linguistic analysis of works from two
historical periods, where power relations in discourse become particularly
evident. Specifically, it investigates whether discourse differs based on
participatory dominance indicators generally and specifically before/after
the 1979 revolution, and how playwrights' gender influences character
portrayal through these features.

2. Literature Review

Foundational research commenced in the 1970s with Lakoff’s (1975)
analysis of linguistic markers of indecisiveness, including tag questions and
hesitations. Concurrently, Zimmerman and West (1975) identified gendered
asymmetry patterns in public discourse, revealing that men accounted for
96% of interruptions while women produced 100% of overlaps. Subsequent
investigations in the 1980s corroborated these disparities: Fishman (1980)
and Smith (1985) quantified women’s significantly higher usage of tag
questions to sustain dialogue continuity, whereas Maynard (1986) pioneered
cross-cultural examinations of overlap phenomena.

The 1990s witnessed further theoretical and empirical advancements.
Spender (1990) conceptualized "male-engineered female silence” as a
sociolinguistic mechanism, while Akins and Akins (1991) documented
interruption patterns in academic contexts. James and Clark (1993)
established interruption as a consistent male behavioral trait, a finding
expanded by Hirshman (1994) in the first systematic taxonomy of gender-
differentiated fillers and interruptions. Foley’s (1994) research demonstrated
male interruption efficacy even against female interlocutors of superior
social status. Later, McFadden (1996) refined linguistic variable
frameworks, and Foley (1997) and DeFrancisco (1998) independently
validated gender—not social hierarchy—as the primary determinant of
conversational power dynamics. Early 21st-century scholarship shifted
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toward cross-cultural interpretations. Furo (2001) and Kajikawa et al. (2004)
reported contradictory overlap patterns across societies, suggesting cultural
moderation of previously universalized claims.

3. Method

The present study examined Iranian plays from the last sixty years as its
population of interest. Due to the absence of a comprehensive catalog,
challenges in accessing lesser-known texts, and the requirement for realist
stylistic conventions, purposive non-random sampling was employed. The
final sample comprised nine plays by distinct playwrights: three works by
male authors from the pre-revolution period (Population 1: Gholam-Hossein
Saedi, Akbar Radi, Bahram Beyzai), three by post-revolution male authors
(Population 2: Mohammad Charmshir, Mohammad Yaghoubi, Ali
Nasirian), and three by post-revolution female authors (Population 3: Azam
Rahmani Boroujerdi, Sepideh Khosrowjah, Chista Yasrebi). Works by pre-
revolution female playwrights were excluded due to structural deficiencies,
didactic/adaptive characteristics, or linguistically unsuitable dialects.
Selection criteria prioritized linguistic authenticity in dialogue construction
over artistic reputation. All plays featured mixed-gender interactions except
one exclusively female work (Yasrebi's The Woman Who Arrived Last
Summer), included to examine gender-specific discourse patterns and
statistically counterbalanced. Character age distributions were standardized
across populations, and works were chosen based on critical consensus
regarding their realistic portrayal of naturalistic colloquial speech.
Linguistic data encompassing participatory dominance markers were
annotated and quantified by two independent linguists. Statistical analyses
using SPSS v.22 determined gender-based differences in linguistic feature
application, controlling for extraneous variables (age, education, residence)
to isolate gender effects. Significance testing focused exclusively on gender-
linguistic pattern correlations while maintaining covariate stability.

4. Results and Discussion

Data analysis revealed significant differences in the use of conversational
dominance markers—specifically, speech interruption and overlap—
between male and female characters across pre- and post-revolutionary
Iranian dramatic literature, while tag questions showed no significant
variation. This shift suggests an evolution in the representation of female
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characters following the 1979 Revolution. Furthermore, comparative
analysis of post-revolutionary playwrights indicated that author gender
significantly influences character discourse: works by female playwrights
featured higher frequencies of overlapping and tag questions, whereas those
by male playwrights exhibited no significant divergence in speech
interruption patterns. Overall, female characters employed overlapping
speech in 76% of instances (versus 24% for males) and tag questions at a
mean frequency of 69%, while male characters dominated speech
interruption at 59.5%, confirming distinct gender-based discursive patterns.
These findings align with universal sociolinguistic generalizations that
frame speech interruption as a marker of masculine assertiveness and
overlapping with supportive intent as a feminine trait (Holmes, 1995;
Tannen, 1994), thereby evidencing entrenched gender ideologies within
Iranian discourse. The attenuation of linguistic disparities in societies
exhibiting greater social role flexibility (e.g., Scandinavian contexts) further
corroborates the influence of power structures on discursive practices.
Consequently, this study offers empirical groundwork for sociologists
analyzing macro-social transformations, such as the 1979 Revolution,
through micro-linguistic interactions. A key limitation, however, lies in the
methodological reliance on quantitative metrics, which may constrain
generalizability by overlooking qualitative dimensions of power negotiation
and contextual nuances.

6. Conclusion

Iranian dramatic literature reflects the changes in power relations between
genders after the revolution, and the author's gender affects the
representation of discourse. Future research can provide a more
comprehensive analysis by adding works by pre-revolutionary female
playwrights and examining markers in speech and writing separately. The
analytical framework proposed in this study can help critics and linguists
identify 'stylistic sexism' based on objective linguistic components and open
up horizons for interdisciplinary studies in sociology and linguistics.
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