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1. Introduction

Proverbs play a vital role in presenting cultural and historical beliefs of
different languages, nations, and counties. The cross-linguistic study of
proverbs provides interesting evidence to linguists, translators, and those
interested in teaching and learning a second language. In the present study,
relying on a cross- linguistic study, we intend to analyze Persian and English
proverbs. Accordingly, we will examine the proverbs in which body-part
terms, as a specific domain in taxonomic studies, are used.

In almost all world languages, the human body is conceptualized in the form
of its parts. As a result, what becomes important is not that all languages
have words to name parts of the body, but that individuals living in different
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parts of the world have conceptualized a mental vision of body organs. In
the present study, the meta-linguistic natural semantic method (Viersbika,
2007), which is a semantic theory, has been used as a theoretical framework.
Based on this theory, the semantic categories can be analyzed taxonomically
and cross-linguistically.

Research Question(s)

Based on the aims of this study, these questions were posed:

1. Are there more absolute universals than approximate universals in
Persian proverbs?

2. Are there more absolute universals than approximate universals in
English proverbs?

3. How Persian and English are different in the use of the absolute and
approximate universal body-part terms in their proverbs?

2. Literature Review

Many scholars have studied proverbs from linguistic perspective in both
Persian and English languages. Many Iranian linguists have tried to compare
and contrast Persian proverbs with the proverbs used in other languages in
different linguistic domains (Feyzollahi & Gandomi, 2019; Gorjiyan &
Nisis, 2011; Mohaghegh, 2005). Among the studies focusing on body-part
terms one can refer to Zahedi and Zahabnazuri (2011), Ajdadi and Razavi
(2018), Purmaleki (2018), and Jafari (2021). To the best knowledge of the
present study authors, few studies have focused on comparing Persian and
English proverbs pertaining to body-part terms.

3. Method

The present descriptive-analytical study relied on the library research
method for its data collection. In the first stage, the data were extracted by
examining the reliable sources to find Persian and English proverbs. In the
second step, by examining the number of word parts, their frequency from
the most used to the least used were determined based on the absolute and
approximate universal categories in each of the two languages.

Then, in the third stage, first the frequency of absolute universals in the
proverbs of the two languages were compared with each other; then the
frequency of approximate universals of the two languages were compared,
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and finally the statistics of absolute and approximate universals were taken
into account.

4. Results

Based on Persian corpus of proverbs containing body-part terms, it was
concluded that the frequency of both absolute and approximate universals is
to a large extent equal. Figurel presents the frequency of all body-part terms
in Persian proverbs:

Figurel
The Frequency of All Body-Part Terms in Persian Proverbs
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In the same manner, English corpus of proverbs containing body-part terms
showed that the frequency of both absolute and approximate universals is to
a large extent equal, too. Figure 2 presents the frequency of all body-part
terms in English proverbs:
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Figure2
The Frequency of All Body-Part Terms in English Proverbs
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6. Conclusion

The results pertaining to Persian proverbs rejected the first hypothesis. It
was revealed that making a clear distinction between the usage of absolute
and approximate universals in Persian proverbs is not possible. The results
related to the examination of English data also lead to similar conclusions.
Moreover, no significant difference was found between the usage of absolute
and approximate universals in Persian and English. It can be concluded that
both mentioned universals are used almost equally in Persian and English.

Keywords: Body parts, English, Meta-linguistic Natural Semantic Method,
Persian, Proverb, Semantic Typological Principles.
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4. Substitutability

5. Semantic Molecules
6. E.S. Anderson



VEOY Ol 9 5wl | Frooyled | Yo o | b0l 5 0L3 | SF

Fom oS leol cul s gl 5o (59 S (o0 (B0 s lgie o (b (S5l
a3l alaply s 4 Sigh wiz deotlsplail Gllas Sl G Glyie 4 locuss (5,2
(9 5 0590 GLilE H0 a5 WS e l S lodly e Cows porde sl S Was
L IS pogde 5 aijls o)Ll ISS SO 4y e 5o b podiinns oy slae! plad pogie
4 Wil ooy 83l5pll 1 Sl Crmoges (2007) s g ol 435 ,5 JS lacaws pogie
boakaly )0 00 093 o 1) (g 5 Oloo (65 iz bols 500 ()8 Sl [k 095
WFae Gleie 4 bl den o o3lgalal cnl a5 xS oyl (Q976) g ey 35ls pluil
S35 oy 5o Sy 4T WS oo ol 5 (A9BT) (gl 0,1 0925 | dyliay s

3,18y potde sl slosly 295

oy plmil oy, ¥
(5)91(':4;} d‘mbuL»S u,..as) l) UT 6[&0&‘& aS el LSl"'l?U_QSMB" &94 )l ).ool.‘> U’“‘bs)"
Ao 50 e mlin cwyp b g GlAbulS &hgo 4 bools s dd> o ;0 0l dales
S8 slaols 5l jshate pl 4y .ol wialys zl il ((wedSl g pw B sl il o
The Oxford uL.S )‘ 9 Gm)lﬁ 6[@00‘0 C‘)QL..M:‘ 6‘)4 (\\“ﬂf’) 6)3L))3u |).Cb) )J‘ ‘5....')[3
oSl slmosls gzl il (61,2008) TS i I Dictionary of Proverbs
Ol doslgalal olaws cwy o b ooty zlydeiwl 51 g g pg Al 1o 10 .0l s slaiul
250 i g Blae Sl w90 lieyy (50505 B 50,5 5l ol el
lhae sla Sle dobay Glie bl cpgas Al po )3 (s ol wal33 (i (1 90 5 plaS
Slosler wolay Olie G 0l wals anlie K00Se L ol 50 lo Belle s o
8 5 Blas gla ez [l Coled yo 5 <8,5 winlss 18 anlie 050 (b 99 (oS

ool Judxs .0
i o Il glite (pl 4ol valys sl megh laosls o 4 isu ool o
g b aslgs aslo by ol o ojlaplasl gel> sla iadlo o &Il 4 oo B slaoals
ol &k ool b Jiallo o bl s 5l (s ool b abady o SIS (b o2
Glooolo b akayly 10 (60,05, iz dlie (pgo (idu ;o .ol dales &l el 5Ll

1 .Unanalyzable Lexeme
2 . Jennifer Speak
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15- Before | leave, | have to hand over all my work.
16- The company report is in hand.

17- Handsome is as handsome dose.

18- He that goes bare foot must not plant thorns.
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19- Eye and plague your heart.

20- The way to a man’s heart is through his stomach.

21- After he lost his job, he had to live hand to mouth for a couple of
months.

22- Have eyes in the back of your head.

23- Similar to fields have eyes, and woods have ears.

24- Strong in the arm and weak in the head.

25- Be head over heels in love.

26- Diseases come on horseback, but steal away on foot.

27- Laugh in one’s face and cat his throat.
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