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New poetry: dialectics and meaning

A structural approach to new Persian poetry
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Abstract

Dialectic is an old word used throughout history and in different topics with
different meanings. One of the meanings of dialectic, which is the basis of this
research, isthe process by which the reconciliation of opposites creates a third entity
or concept. Based on this, fifteen poems by Nima and the poets after him have been
examined and analyzed in the following essay. The mentioned examples have been
selected from prominent poems such as "Ai Adamha' and "Zemestan", which have
as many poetic indicators as possible that can be generalized to most of hew poems,
and also include different types of social, mystical, and philosophical and different
styles of dialogues and introverted & extroverted monologues. Studies show that
poets have used the dialectic process on a large scale for messaging and the
secondary meaning of speech. Although in combining and reconciling the opposites,
according to the taste and style of each poet and the necessity of the subject, they
have benefited from different linguistic and semantic possibilities. Therefore, new
poems have found a similar structure based on the three pillars of thesis, antithesis,
and synthesis. The reader's consideration in this dialectical structure can facilitate
their entry into the meaning depth of the poem (synthesis) through the concept-
creating and meaning-creating combination of two external pillars (thesis
and antithesis).
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I ntroduction

Poets focus on innovation and defamiliarization is one factor contributing to the
artistic delay in the meaning of poetry. One way to break habits and overcome
stereotypes is through dialectics; that is, creating a paradoxical space by combining
dual oppositions, which leads to innovation in both technique and meaning.
Didlectic is an old word used throughout history and in different topics with
different meanings. One of the meanings of dialectic, which is the basis of this
research, isthe process by which the reconciliation of opposites creates athird entity
or concept.

Materials & Methods

The widespread use of dialecticsin classical Persian literature, which isrooted in the
ancient Iranian beliefs in the duality of good and evil, has also found its way into
modern Persian poetry on a broader scale and with a different technical-linguistic
approach. Therefore, in this article, fifteen poems by Nima and poets after him have
been studied and analyzed based on dialectics to reveal their practical and functional
characteristics in modern poems. The aforementioned sample community has been
selected from prominent poems such as "O People”, "Winter", "Another Birth",
"Bird in the Bag", "Flower and Breeze", "Call of Beginning", etc., which, as far as
possible, have poetic characteristics that can be generalized to most modern and
postmodern poems with various meanings and techniques.

Discussion & Result

These studies show that new poets have used the dialectical process on alarge scale
to convey messages and create secondary meanings in their poems, although they
have used different linguistic and semantic possibilities in combining and
reconciling opposites, depending on the taste and style of the poet and the
requirements of the subject of the poem: Forough Farrokhzad uses the window glass
to combine and separate two contradictory sides; Sohrab Sepehri, with intermediate
phrases, connects semantic and linguistic contradictions related to objectivity and
subjectivity; Shafiei Kadkani, by creating a dialogue between contradictory natures,
guides the reader to the desired social synthesis; In poems such as "Bird in a Bag,"
dialectics is at the center of the discourse with contradictory composition and a
concise approach, and in the works of Nima and Akhavan, concentric, circular
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episodes based on dialectics repeat syntheses so that the poet's socio-palitical and
unspeakable messages are highlighted by repeating symbolic meanings.

Conclusion

Despite the external diversity in the use of dialectics by contemporary poets, the
widespread presence of dialectics in their poems has given these poems a similar
structure based on the three pillars of thesis, antithesis, and synthesis. The reader's
reflection on this dialectical structure can facilitate his or her entry into the poem's
semantic deep structure (synthesis) through the concept-creating and meaning-
making combination of the two external elements (thesis and antithesis). In the
structure under discussion, the foundations of thesis and antithesis often have a
symbolic function, which enables a principled and systematic hermeneutic reading
of the syntheses resulting from their coherence; in other words, assuming a
dialectical structure does not conflict with the hermeneutic readability of poems.
Diadlectics in classical poetry, especially ancient mystical texts, is a mysterious
element of language that requires explanation and unraveling, while the increasing
approach of modern poets to dialectics has made it a common and noticeable feature
in the structure of most modern poems. Therefore, the combination of opposites
(thesis and antithesis) in modern poetry is not only part of the difficulty and factors
of the work's ambiguity, but is itself a strategy for guiding the reader to the
underlying concepts, and the integration of thesis and antithesis becomes a meansin
the dialectical construction of the work, allowing the reader to achieve a secondary
meaning (synthesis).
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