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This interpretive qualitative study employs the Attride-Stirling thematic analysis
method to examine the role of social media in triggering the 2022 protests in Iran
and their subsequent transformation into unrest and insecurity. The population
includes active social media users who participated in the protests. Due to sampling
limitations, a snowball sampling method was applied. Theoretical saturation was
reached after 23 semi-structured interviews. Findings indicate that social platforms
facilitated protest organization through infrastructure support and mechanisms
such as emotional stimulation, rumor propagation, scandalization, defamation,
and dramatization. While not inherently disruptive, these effects highlight the
consequences of unregulated platform use and the absence of proper governance
policies.
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