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The existence of local press as part of the cultural and media development
ecosystem is emphasized for matters such as decentralization from the center,
pursuing local priorities, developing a culture of information circulation in the lower
pyramid of power, and making the voices of classes far from the center heard;
however, in the current situation, local press faces a lack of influence, lack of media
authority, and lack of audience acceptance.

In this study, the position of local press and publications (case study of Mazandaran
province) is examined from the perspective of media authority, and the harms facing
the activities of these press in the country's media sphere are investigated. Also, the
question has been raised as to whether local press is used as a place of reference
for audiences in the current situation.

This research was conducted using semi-structured interviews with local journalists,
as well as experts and professors of communications and journalism. The data were
collected through a qualitative method, using a combination of findings from field
observations and in-depth interviews with experts, and the content analysis method
was used to analyze them.

The findings of this research show that the current media environment in the country
requires a return to the authority of domestic media, especially local media. This will be
effective through changing the licensing model of print media, redefining the function of
local press in the new era of media, restoring issue-centeredness and self-confidence
to local press, and paying attention to and trusting the concerns of journalists.
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