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IncontemporaryIranianhistory, the presshasalways playedadecisiveroleinsociocultural,
economic, and political developments. However, the growth of virtual communication
media and the limitations the press has experienced in recent years have caused this
decisive role to weaken with the decline in audiences. The continuation of this situation,
considering the fundamental role of the press in Iranian society and its mainstreaming in
contemporary history, could have negative consequences. The present study sought to
provide solutions for restoring the position of the press among new media audiences. To
achieve this goal, the grounded theory method (classical-emergent approach) was used.
The participants included 29 specialists, university professors, experts, and individuals
with at least 7 years of professional experience in this field. The data collection tool was
a semi-structured interview. The results of the study indicated that five main strategies
can be proposed to restore the role of the press in the virtual age: reconstruction of the
content production system (content analysis, content synchronization, and content
attractiveness), reconstruction of the audience system (continuous needs assessment
and strengthening of two-way interaction), structural virtualization (virtual acceptance,
virtual networking, online newspaper), reconstruction of the production and distribution
system (reconstruction of the production network, reconstruction of the distribution
network, reconstruction of the financial network), and reconstruction of the trust system
(freedom of expression, strengthening the popular nature, independence, changing
laws). If these solutions, which are intertwined and have a systemic nature, are realized,
it can be expected that the press audience will increase over time; although the nature of
this audience will be different from the pre-virtual era.
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