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Objective: The term "non-traditional students" generally refers to learners with specific 

socio-demographic characteristics who differ from traditional students in higher 

education. The increasing presence of non-traditional students in university classrooms 

presents unique challenges and opportunities. This research aimed to investigate the level 

of knowledge, attitudes, and behavior of faculty members at the University of Kurdistan 

towards non-traditional students. 

Methods: The present study was conducted using a quantitative and descriptive-survey 

approach. The sample included 164 faculties selected through proportional stratified 

random sampling. Data were collected using a 42-item questionnaire. The factor analysis 

model of the questionnaire indicated desirable reliability and validity. 

Results: The results showed that the demographic variables of professors were not 

correlated with the knowledge, attitudes, and behavior of faculties towards non-

traditional students. However, there was a positive and significant correlation between 

faculties' knowledge about non-traditional students and their attitudes and behavior 

towards them. That is, faculties who had a better understanding of the characteristics of 

non-traditional students also had more positive attitudes and more flexible behavior 

towards them. The results indicated that most faculties have adjusted their teaching 

methods to respond to the diverse learning needs of students. 

Conclusion: The findings highlight a duality in faculty members' experiences with non-

traditional students. While non-traditional students bring more richness to the classroom 

environment, their needs require professors to change traditional teaching methods. This 

flexibility, while beneficial, can create pressure for professors who do not have sufficient 

institutional support. The results emphasize the importance of increasing professional 

development programs in the field of adult learning and non-traditional students 
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A5  857/0  580/37 A15  874/0  122/49 

A6  871/0  168/59 A16  836/0  861/31 
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6
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�5�
  

T df  Sig. 
6��  ?	  6��  ?	  6��  ?	  

/<�8�  134  30  279/3  048/3  918/0  833/0  262/1-  162 209/0 

U�M�  134  30  375/3  338/3  862/0  787/0  216/0- 162 829/0 

��;*�  134  30  105/3  959/2  884/0  941/0  808/0- 162 420/0 
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.  M����� ��4��. N+'�.  df ��4��. O�����.  F Sig. 

/<�8�  

�,��� W��  330/3  2 665/1  

058/2  131/0 �,��� ?��6  221/130  161  809/0  

V0  550/133  163    

U�M�  

�,��� W��  238/0  2 119/0  

164/0 849/0 �,��� ?��6  603/116  161  724/0  

V0  841/116  163    

��;*�  

�,��� W��  616/2  2 308/1  

651/1 195/0 �,��� ?��6  531/127  161  792/0  
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��>
.  M����� ��4��. N+'�.  df ��4��. O�����.  F Sig. 

�����  

W���,���  083/3  6 514/0  

618/0  715/0 ?��6�,���  467/130  157  831/0  

V0  550/133  163    

����  

W���,���  866/7  6 311/1  

889/1 086/0 ?��6�,���  975/108  157  694/0  

V0  841/116  163    

��
��  

W���,���  219/7  6 203/1  

537/1 170/0 ?��6�,���  929/122  157  783/0  

V0  148/130  163    
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�����  

W���,���  072/4  2 036/2  
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W���,���  222/1  2 611/0  
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��
��  

W���,���  416/1  2 708/0  

885/0 415/0  ?��6�,���  929/122  161  800/0  

V0  148/130  163    
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