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ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives: The purpose of the present study was to investigate
the issues and challenges of implementing English language teaching curriculum in

Keywords the rural schools of Hormozgan province and to provide solutions to improve the
English Language quality of this process. For this purpose, Kaplan and Baldauf's (1997, 2003) foreign
Teaching (ELT) language education policy framework, which includes seven policies: access, human

resources, curriculum, materials and methods, society, budget and evaluation, was
used. Methods: To conduct the study, the phenomenological approach, which
examines the lived experience of the participants to determine and explain the

Curriculum
Foreign Language

Education Planning themes, had been applied. The participants were eight language teachers with
(FLEP) teaching experience in rural areas and two ELT university instructors who were
Challenges and Solutions purposefully selected because of their experience in conducting research studies on
of ELT curriculum planning. Data were obtained through open-ended questionnaires and
Rural Schools semi-structured interviews and were analyzed using the stages of hermeneutic

phenomenology cycle and content analysis technique. Findings: The findings of the
research showed that the implementation of the ELT curriculum in public schools, in
general, and rural schools, in particular, has faced critical challenges such as the top-
down nature of the ELT curriculum planning in the country and, as a result, the gap
between policy-makers and key stakeholders, ignorance of teachers' opinions and
feedback regarding the curriculum, inadequate allocation of facilities and limited
N time to implement the curriculum, not paying attention to the continuous training of
Recglved. 2023/09/05 teachers, use of inappropriate teaching models and methods, uniformity and teacher-
Reviewed: 2024/07/02 centeredness of classrooms, dissatisfaction of the society due to the ineffectiveness
Accepted: 2024/08/25 of language education in public schools and lack of systematic and continuous
evaluation of the implemented curriculum to ensure the quality of the processes and
outcomes of language education in the country. Conclusion: Therefore, some
practical solutions were proposed for resolving each of these challenges.
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1. Hermeneutic cycle
2. Reflective writing
3. Interpretation
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2. Credibility
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1. Communicative competence
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1. Post-method pedagogy
2. Self-regulation
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