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Abstract

This study aims to critically examine the concept of childhood in Aristotle’s philosophy
through a descriptive-analytical method, relying on Aristotle’s works and those of his
commentators to outline the notion of childhood within his philosophical tradition. Findings
reveal that, in Aristotle’s view, a child is a developing human who possesses all adult
actualities potentially. Though children have limited capacities compared to adults, and
parents/educators must consider these limitations, this does not justify disregarding or
devaluing them. Key critiques of the “potential adult” concept include: Instrumental and
inauthentic views of childhood; Determinism arising from essentialist realism; Devaluation
and neglect of children; Individualistic views of children; Failure to explain children’s
unique actualities and capacities; Neglect of children with special needs; Silence on the
Islamic doctrine of fitrah (innate disposition) and denying children access to happiness.
Analysis of Aristotle’s works shows that most critiques are invalid due to incompatibility
with his foundational principles. Contrary to popularized interpretations in some sources,
the Aristotelian concept of childhood should be understood as a “potential adult” rather than
a “small adult”.
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2. The atomistic preformationism

3. Epigenetic




W ) i 3 555 of8 5o )

S o e o 355 T 53 5 (VY o oY 0 oA Gl ity o Colnd [ el o i slacd b
65 Sl 05l Glacd b 8l Coled (i 5o Al 5 Sl il Sl g Coals &S
g B by L il o 4 b s ol olesST OV e Coale 355855 s
o et (Fp 534S oSl (Y0 oA Glazal ) B QAT Gslan))) (s [(g50le] 385
ol a 149 ¢ pusite) ol b yme Lo 5 el IS1 oS358 31155 S (5l (K550 g oS00 ol 28
opl slael oyls foles CA;U?L:M; ngil\ bl il Jolm altoay A .,\.\Jj.e eils gle
Jiis i psba (Jos ol 5o @ily o Glhelils baug 2T glaans (en B oS
S48 iy ol Glad o 5 Joo & Gebate ((S558 Slalllas 5 LI Slosl a5 (glas Sl e
ke Bloday ( aBus oo (Y0YY (o 5 uge B B Y rq Y e A (uge) b
S o A e 5 bl e Condly SO 1y 0T 4 ki (L [y (S35 pyge Sl ol
S T L glada=Se B 36 elazl 5 S sl 45
S sl slacd b il b 53 Jasee G Coanl 5 ST bl (ul 325 b
(Sl Camdgn o 5V ¢ e sl oo (Sl b -l daade 5,8 o aliols ¢y sbY6I Lslial oS s
syl o 51 S 05 e pyamme 5 (YA Glnl) Sl M b 5 sls (S am
LS 2t oYL 5 b sladl b B 5 Comle 53 (s it At 5 g o 1 S8 3T 01358
(Jliad Giss 5 Jos 5 6l Jae oSS 5l o) B LT Comaieds (e 40 b s ccnl 3925
5 slazel B Sl glacopm sl 3 2515 n a3 |y bl i Jlm ) b ol sl 31
1y oot e (Y0 A Gl dims sy ~(J5e s prghe 55 i Ags
prete SN a5 Sl Ll Sl (o sgde shau)) o 4805 55 camslr culiw olo3le ol
(g y [0LE3L) 5 (s ] ) Ll S ol 3 5l S &,1.}56\43)&3“(“;1)3\5-» O
Sl VL‘B ol 03 SasS Ll r5L> (63, [LI0 5 (U555 [Mg) (e [ 25800 Laly, 5
2 S 55 S by Sl s b Al gl b 6 sl SOLT shateay ¢ o5l pealds
2 0kt ol Lo 53 LS lely S Olyisar 55 Spely ol 5ke b il bzl €,5
il e ol eslinad b5 3)ls AST JLaS) 50 b 0T Cod 5 (5555 iy 125 53 Spls Laly ) oot

1. Household
2. Family
3. Paul Michel Foucault (1926-1984)



6\“\" A b)lmﬁ: & 09> ‘@Mml Cuwyig gj)‘su uﬁj’ai).) L) ‘f

J5S JB s iy JSo slach s plsiear |5 S558 e Aile (bluail glaslg &5 A8 o ool 555
Olsea [ LT b S oo foooss LT @0 ) ool glajlonin cbliail 5 Sl o b 5l 5 it o
$S58) sl b elanl ol ol s Calanie 5 s Mgt 5 pdieda 5 wdae GVLLS) 5
S558 ) Sl e L el e ogia 35 5355 85b,0 ple 6K glaats, 5 Sle s (1440
Oolews 5 S & oliwd 539 el ¢ o syl 51 Jbcauls ladely 31 Glazad 550 a0 sk
3 S P o @iltian 2 (S g 00 Dolaw s JS @ gl Ly sl (855 6l
YA Glanal) 358 g0l s (S555 55 JolS ysbay a8 Lol s (65,5508
0gdll JLuF ) 30 6,1 wii .#
S0 a1 Jlol il g (5,3l o155 -7

2l o i shaul oS Sl O g sl ) 5800 & 0l - as glaslinl o S 3 (SO
Llodann ) a5 dils o o 5 5Bl ol don 5315 S55S 5038 5,03 (Pile Jlo b o) A3
3 «S5S Slabul 5 15 Sl SUls 3.5 sdish o3l ol pl 3yls I3 o8 Cunioy s
o) Sl o (55 (S5S 2 parmis umbpe 4 Lol 5 il po aBlicad JLS)5 )
Sl A el S sS ISy e sl S35 3550 4 a8 adl LOWA0 (iasliT
N (Yoo VAV (o) Bilay JUS35 Jlims b 0dd o> lp 5 Wl pes Slesy
Slamal) Sl Jie pliad 4 olaws 55 50 Solaw G (el g 30 Colaw 4 gl
S s Sy L LSl 5 Sl Wl s solSSl (olar) shaal sk 4 (Y0 A
Shuaiwd 3,505 ol b el el ls oshausl S S 53 alyy oS (a8l JLWS) 5
6% Jome ol 31 glesl s abiy) ol 3yl 5 T des 4 4B ool U f0p8
» Y})J-U’ b sl 3858 51,6 ¢ o sl )l S35 4 Jlal i 5 sl oS ele! s b
Slakaws (S355 5 Sl Gl 5 Cule JUS) 5 a8 5 S IVl gan sl 10l 530 1 55 o0 ainey
35S 48 Alb 5 od) 5 Assle 4 ol dine Sl el €355 o0 gaies O 4 (o) 812
40 @Bl3 53 el 658 Glon 31 (5505 353l 5 Jrodd 5 dns plonil Wl e ol £55 S5l @l
el LOQAA GULL) ()13 3535 (S55S bla IS5 T 55 48 S o o)l age (slaa>

1. Miniator of Adult
2. Shields

~




18 ) i 3 555 of8 5o )

~

U5 3 S3S iy g e Ll el )N ol 3B 5 23l 5 5 AL B ) Ay o @

ol 3505 Em ol 51 0B Ay o 4 95 Sa g ()lg e ) Cnlaw gy

Jsb 3055 Ly, 5o Jalxo - e 1, pr Y5
QT))&«S}}SE}‘)\}%L&ASCM\&\ ‘amcjb&jh“)\s)lilmwasdﬁs.&;
&J)‘&S.&S&ﬂj@‘bd%)é)\b u:_,.JU LS)L:?L«# ‘u;:'.)h""')‘ LQ‘;&‘JMJLS)‘\SL fb)‘u\i
25hsn Jikd JeSyi Sodad 4 580 (5355 (SosBly pdil i 5 eddmn hay ) 3 o
(S Gl o el lal o 5 S3sls o (55 B S skl 355 250 e S
) \Ly;jv,:l.\: J“"\ Sl U‘K"’“ = calf.,\ib U'i‘ BE L\Jﬂ\ .3)."}:‘-;0 45K ng.JL} &‘JW\) stjé
P52 Sl oer Sl sla)) oSl sy o S 4 glaslln 5505l Ans el L g 3
b)) il o oladl AT 5 (g5ltm 31 L8 1) 5Dlie Codlab 5 ol 5B sl 53 Die s

LY oA Gl ) B DAY
S35 (yid )F oy ol N-Y-F

S Slalio 511y ol ¢ Jos 55 «Ss8 xils ol 5 Ll b o)1 ol 4 55 o Lol 45,8
AL sl slacd b (3l Lolad (51 45 (5555 3,5 o 0ol b AS o B IS5 S5
VAV G 5) S (Sbiad) )| 5 g ¢ JolS 2950 (S35 b o 55 liley JLUS) 5 e
Do 4 a8 s VLS5 ) (VY40 (ool 5 asloews AYAY (LSen 5 je NANF ¢ o g
P 3 it o 65 o 5 1 4 ) aaul 5 6K el S35 (6l b 03 W s S
@ ‘)u\-i’u—i‘ (Olddsn u’.‘ﬁ .JJ)‘)&))J cJCJSdA ﬂ Ll 45&)).»\ li th,..:...j)‘ Iyols J.;)U.<r
o 4 (AT (e 5 5ewn) Llosls dnwgs 50 S555 0lyss 5 SosS a4 S a3 gy s
ol (bliah) 5 (e i slal J s alay CIB s s S,y ol (V440) 5S4
‘o}““l‘.’.j AR 4%5) M)L;Q..v ‘5‘ “ C,.:.lALO Sjl?\ E) J.Sg;o h_d..v_j’.s" &SJJS )L‘é) LS\J" J)‘Jﬁb.w‘
SO Coalen g Lusbie b oS (BT iy (OYAA it 551 B (T oA (b (Y04

(s LE0ly s o shald Calises Llg) ) r((otS:jS Sho 4 oals 558 5 ‘«Qts;js Bsa>)

1. Children’s agency
2. Rights of children
3. Hearing the voice of children



6\“\" A b)lmﬁ: & 09> ‘@Mml Cuwyig gj)‘su uﬁj’ai).) L) ‘?
~

PRSRTTR O TRV AR DU AT 3 TRS SUCHRIVCH IO PRENI I A S L e
S o) S35 2y Bl Skl 5 WULS Sy oS5 o on (Bl 03 (V004 )\
5 &S SlS558 4 35 5 el et S 1l s L) 45 A5 sldal SlS3sS 4 1) 5p5 S
ol 5 sl sl Bles S 0laS Bl 53 aidlos b 5 ) 0] 0055 02 Gliyls o
g 2pgn ol Sestll s 4 Sl (ot a6 S8 5 S BB (S5 Combss
e b5 (g sl AZadil 53 S8 oS Il 5n (Y0 Cagaa 9144) Kip) das e i3
Sl 858 805513 253 audom Sl el il 5 3,13 (godr b cardS s Cond (T 2 4L s
sl 355 @ ¢ olaws 058 drsls o 53 dVAFP0) T LYY o AYVY ¢ ly) Sl (sim
25 03,50 Lo ((SASL) (g Slime 4 RS ) Sl Ao s 1S o o)) (5555
@ e b oW (s Gely wlear (355 ils ol cnlply gl Sl GlSs S
slizel Sl s (Y40 A) Shemad oS ol b 55100 S35 mslls oyl 5 b olls 5 Slules
Sl a4y S 5355 (9353 058 dsbad 15 glasf 1S )3 ay 5355 (sl 4 (033035
o> 4 B ol ccplply (B LE B Sliad & (il (3525 Cambge SO oy (IS
L 315 g2 shans)
S5 3 wlS LS55 dls B0l 5 58 ool i ol elSys 1 el by axiSU
—Cend ok sy HLiglal le SO plgea WelSus Sl (ol 3 8= gLl S olgiea
WS EFL N 5;;1» (a8 ol (ypaan ol b pilises Sl cagolel B Sln 53 i S5
VI T ods (FVP o M BVF 1A aleim (YYY o OV ayb) (T 538 G glST
B ams g el il o S5 3550 b 5 03 eyl pBasl lSus 31 S35 as e 0l 5 (40,0 N
Sy I Wl 50u 35 B 3T 51 S gl gludl 513 Sl S 5 el 5y Ve 4l 0,8
S e SIS S0 G plgsa 5l b laganeaddle 5 Wails ghhes (Uil 5 S35 ks

1. Hallett & Prout

2. Penn & Helen

3. Qvortrup

4. To all those children whose voices are heard on these pages, and to those whose voices are yet to
be heard (Kennedy, 2006)

5.Jung

6. Heywood & Colin




1" ) i 3 555 of8 5o )

gl dey 55 Dol sdde S o)lsl (D)l skie 4 OIS T Aol 4 6315 e by
563 ALE e EIG fan i ol (£)isak gl 31 als 53 S o a3 |y Ol 5 (55\Sa 3
ATPY (Sl anson) (Ghle pagl 5 538 3 055 BB 85 5 Cmasns 355 g aSpp 654
bl amug gLl 5y 5 Coased 8)l s Al s 3l e (lsea | erete (n ST (FAY o
S pke gmysas S| 5 Sl Qladl 5Ly 53 bl &S s (65,00 S wjlim ulu] 48 555 diine
S 4 (S555 0lhss s lapludl dan 4S5 S o ysndl (65 355 JodS (Cla oo 4 Ll o 3555
ol Gl S s w0 1y Dl bl (Kb aonsdoes 5 VLS a4 Sals
OSen S e bl Ll 3 STl AS Jae 0,00 5 Ay Sl (Siome e L5 0
Ly ol gl o asle ¢ bl al gl glayldy )51y 545 aS 0348 Ojla sdde s ol
VYYD das e ol a2l ) Ol
R ZYC PAPHH TS INTH O

G 395 00 0du3 3 b wliea S35S aS ol ol 0358 o 315 2 shac sl S55S8)KN w a5 (6,05 A
S @IS ol & Col 3T Clagy cpl Wals amele Ol (spdae 5 Slatr] 3pmpe wlien
ot e Slem 5 Gl |y (5355 5 8 S sl |y (S558 g s elerl S Ly S 5 (Kb
ol a0l il odd B e Sl e (L s elo) oSS bl e
alions anel> 4 BU aSly o33 4 B Lesa cslav )l L2000 53 S358 Jgms ol e (V43A) 5Ll
Ll S

O e Pl b o llsi g adsd (s 5l (Sl F-F
s 3 kS e A JelST 1y IS5 5 el | S558 o) Kl pl g oS Sl ol S B
b 6,5 0k alemsl il Clae il oo 0L 5 3 g 0358 oSl wsle Lalomdly 5
Bl s i s b (VY ot 5 ) S 5l (53le) e iipely
OB 5 BT 3 45— plusl Ay i a0 55 o)1 (pl glaslizel 4 dB (paed .Sl Ol 50
a5 by oo a5 4y o 0l 35l =(Olon) okl 3Ly Ol w3 35 6 Gln (Slaoks ) il
a5 Camdly ol @ 01 3 JJae 5l 3yl (g B Uil it slimad ol 5b (sbadd god 4SSl 4

3 3 350 0 ST 5355 Syt sl _6“0}.(3} e S Aslem (oo Pl camm Ay 5 0l

1. Matthews, Gareth & Amy Mullin



6\“\" A b)lmﬁ: & 09> ‘@Mml Cuwyig gj)‘su uﬁj’ai).) L) ‘A

Il S S50 i Gsw a4 (Sl Sl B alill o (b 1 ey mlse 358 D50
Less) sl o JLaS o 8 dns o 35 s 1) (0 @ V0 ¢ o OF s)) il o
Sdome Soad (gl Slogd o 5 3550 o 3 0L s e @ (B Slalad 5l (S 5 S (s3I
315 S o dn a1 oLl JlaS CS o ol Lol ctile sas B o
Cadglro gLl L o> (08 & (o298 (2 -F-F

Ml 5168 JUS555 5 A8 n JUoa |y 5:S158 o] G eizad oSyl 48 Sl o) S0 U5
SSL ilosg o 0T 5 pp 0358 K3 5 OVLS) 52 51 (ol (5 45 1015 (Slona s sla Ul
LT 51 2,8 o0 03l |y dolps s nCodad (5 5 0 litens 31 0 0l 530l p3ke gla o s 4 o8
03,5 o>l @ QS sed ipd o Cpmme (g5 S psas 3l slinad ohs lasld b sl oS
Py 0 55 S 5 Sl e o3 Bl daslB S Sep) oS Sl el 25 S
Coyi» g «yog (5,30l N-F-F

oo Y«Q.x:»» B \((ij.g)) pxete 55 Obe oy JlE sl b JSsdoslay pldizs 31 Sy
108) JUS) 3 (S 4 S358 JalSS S 5ty il b aST s a1y o seus )l 3/ Wiles S
(G 55 4T 1035) 355 3555 ad Comiog & S [y 0SS ) (3a) 0 S s 0 4570
5 Sasr IS5 sale i) 5 O & (0350 psgie Josb b 35 K0 (Fp s 0l e
23 ) eSS oS il 50T VY Gl dils ge (i dl= 53 1) lad) codlifymnss i 5 Conla
NG 550 B el g 1D Al a5 S0 ke 3 e it Sty
€ yhad» oMl 0390 s oS ¥-F-F

(G kb Sbsy 5 0500 (A disls Galiee 5 oy BT s a5kl S558
Y o Y OYPY ) b5 5 (¥ cpsy) ST slaoisal o S pmliad 5 00 Soien 3 (S Ol
Gesbas 5 O b (sl 55l 53 oDl (liatu il (SlaelSus iz 1355 ol 0udsd O (§u g0 )3
S Sy ) oLl &S Wy L3l Sea s sl Siglite glopldil b ¢ ool (5 kb (glaazils
@ Sl (fSas iz 305 oly O 55 (53501 5 S o3 kS S 2in S o 0l 5 Cosl 13y 95 5 ¢!
AYYO-YYY o AWAY (g ekae) 3,5 S Clis 5 g5 0 3550 «Comyob gl s

1. Being
2. Becoming




" ) i 3 555 of8 5o )

S5 azms ¥
Gillae 4yl 4z ol 1355 2 (S oloms el ) Ll (S5 T 53 alieas (S35 053
SLaoSl e oo Il Ko 0ds SIS B (g 358w pal S58 53 el A (S,
S35 4 Lo ol ol 43 8 K8 555, b 5 S me (S3,8 olyss 5 S8 31 ass
syl ) Glsg ol s I3 RS S555 5 a5 Sl (Glo) S £ & S ol b,
3 P >SS e 50 «le) (hls Sle il shasl s oy (038 IS 5
o8 S $ogmse b 355 w0 (Ghhe) s 5 (Gt Slalida (oale O3
Sgeo a1y JLaS)y 3 glusl slacdad 5 by guiadl 5 e Dol 3393 JET 13 aS Wil o Slusl abls
0, o) 3 Ay s b 4 ey ] b b ST cha phe S5 aS 313 05l
«S358 im SsS ISy (VA0 (sl 5 aslons) 355 00 3L (SrsS IS Olyie b
sl (i 5 heds Sl S sS Gloplil s s dacudad den b (ol JLS) 5 olos
Bl G 5l 5> IS5 Glacdad 5 45 Ll s 58l (2958 b S48 5 B s 1y S 0
o i o815 Il T Gl 35y 5 ol Usatinler 5 sllas < sha) 8,31 o
s 0580l 5315 Sodle 5 S 5 40 5L (3o (51 Waslhimial (5 oS Sl (s ] 3,108 o
bbb losla alss 55 S35 (35 ks AL 3Ll 5 648 ( Jnd @ 08 Ol saeh o oS
2y bl JLSy5n 55 B Sl 6l B 92,80 B Wl ey 5 sl Sod anal
I B S (5355 4 Jlolit 5 olp) oS 5l A5l sl HIST & LdE o S
o 3 S 15358 4 1S53 oS 48558 il diady)l 5 85 edpol L SIS b
83301 ) S 358 050 5 (SLAYLS (5Ll OIS35S & g 2 0SD5S ol gla obls 5 Lacdas
F54 ) B w0l sl Gladd Glee ) Dnlaw 4y J5 51 08358 il g s 5 D lab S
s @ 3505e s el 6l sl ) 85850 351 S5 oDl 851 35e3 Aot 5 0343 3,315 0551 ol 4

P

o S Qs 5 O 508 1 08 SN S50 5 et 5e s T G T o NS ST LB U 5
(Y sl ‘:@u\@;)



6\%\" A b)lmﬁ: & 09> ‘@Mml Cuwyig gj)‘su ‘):55’51)3 L) YQ

g

S O
ANl
(03 ol S| o imoads ke U Lo s I Tl e el iz (OYEY) Jo oy fpnim 5o andscpl
V2 i o Rl 855 3 ol sl
Loe 5 Sl sS Lode iaam s (5265 0l lianele VAT T syt S i all o
LJB L ~L§’\{Tr—:“‘x‘
.Y\C c(t)g;:.J\Jijﬂ :Vj .ix:..f.f/ulf[.«_; (3VF+9) O (2 does cé.nb}
395 S8 018 S A0 1 (ks oo e sk VTVY) Ay 53 L s <l
S npsehe Sy @ f5)b 2515 55 (S355 alisd esgte Sl L(WWA0) demes ¢ itedlil ¢ WS caslon
NN o DN (Cop il s 40 57, 5358 3 oD
Slelibanslor 25 10L8 oo s reled s (S35 Olyos ooloz] ]SS (\TAN) Loy s
2 ) 2l 03 BV S LYY ) b iy e (b
AR cesIhls il . solas LS Je i (AETLOYEY) sty 1y dozes ( 5AS
Ng oA S el s 20w i Vo {3V F 2T 3o ¢ ol
RINWERP-IRCI YR Q) /N BV SRR RO o
Adler, A. (1931). What Life Should Mean to You. London: George Allen & Unwin LTD.
Aries, P. (1965). Centuries of Childhood; A Social History of Family Life. Great Britain: Jonathan Cape
Ltd.
Aristotle, (1984). Complete Works of Aristotle: The Revised Oxford Translation, Jonathan Barnes (editor),
One-Volume Digital Edition. New Jersey: Princeton University Press.
Dewey, J. (1916). Democracy and Education. Global Grey.
Foucault, M. (1995). Discipline and Punish; The Birth of the Prison. Translated by: A. Sheridan. NewY ork:
Vintage Books.
Hallett C. & Prout, A. (2003). Hearing the Voices of Children; Social Policy for a New Century (The
Future of Childhood Series). London & New York: Routledge Falmer.
Heywood, C. (2001). A history of childhood. Malden, USA: Polity Press.
Jung, C.G. (1991). The Development of Personality. Translated by R.F.C. Hull. New York: Princeton
University Press.
Kennedy, D. (2006). The well of being; childhood, subjectivity, and education. Albany: State University of
New York Press.
Matthews, G. & Mullin, A. (2023). The Philosophy of Childhood. In: The Stanford Encyclopedia of

Philosophy. Edward N. Zalta & Uri Nodelman (eds.).
URL= https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2023/entries/childhood/




" ) i 3 555 of8 5o )

'

Matthews, G.B. (1994). The Philosophy of Childhood. Cambridge, Massacbusetts: Harvard University
Press.

Penn, H. (2005). Understanding early childhood; Issues and controversies. England And New York: Open
University Press.

Quvortrup, J., Corsaro, W.A. & Honig, M.S. (2009). The palgravehandbook of childhood studies. United
Kingdom: Palgrave Macmillan.

Rousseau, J.J. (1979). Emile: or On education. Translated by A. Bloom. USA: Basic Books.

Shields, P.R. (1998). Some reflections on respecting childhood. The Journal of Value Inquiry, no. 32,
p. 369-80.

Stables, A. (2008). Childhood and the Philosophy of Education; An Anti-Aristotelian Perspective. US:
Continuum International Publishing Group.

Stables, A. (2012). Be(com)ing Human; Semiosis and the Myth of Reason. Rotterdam: Sense Publishers.






