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ABSTRACT

Obijective: the present study aimed to investigate the structural model of
Predicting social cognition based on False beliefs, personal perception and
motivational bias with the Mediation of Theory of Mind. Method: The research
method was descriptive, correlational and structural equation modeling. The
statistical population included all high school students of Ilam city in the
academic year 2020-2021, which Among them 380 people were selected by
Cluster sampling method. The instruments were included Nejati et al.'s Social
Cognition scale (2017), Baron-Cohen et al.'s Theory of Mind Questionnaire
(2001), Pentridge et al.'s Motivational Bias Questionnaire (2002), Shostrom's
Personal Perception Questionnaire (1992), and Catlin and Epstein's False
Beliefs Questionnaire (2003). The reliability and validity of the questionnaires
were verified by first and the reliability confirmatory factor analysis with
LISREL software and CR and AVE values. Analysis of data was performed by
using Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) in two parts, the measurement
model and structural section. Results: The results showed that the conceptual
model developed had a good fit with the data. The results of the structural
equation analysis indicated the significance of the coefficients of the direct path
between the variables of false beliefs, personal perception and motivational
bias with social cognition in the final model. Also, the theory of mind have a
direct, positive and significant effect on social cognition. Finally, false beliefs,
personal perception and motivational bias has a negative and significant
indirect effect through the mediating variable of the Theory of Mind on social
cognition. Conclusion: Therefore, applying strategies to reduce false beliefs,
personal perception and motivational bias and increasing theory of mind can
lead to increasing social cognition in students
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