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Abstract
This study aims to elucidate the issue of abortion from the perspective of
Islamic ethics and provide a critical analysis of its ethical approaches and
dimensions. Employing a critical-analytical method and documentary
research, it seeks to address the following questions: What is the status of
abortion in Islamic ethics? What are the ethical approaches to abortion?
And under what circumstances is abortion ethically permissible? The
findings indicate that three primary approaches to abortion exist: absolute
permissibility, absolute prohibition, and the nuanced (differentiated)
perspective. In Islam, the Creator of existence and the true owner of life
is God, and no one except the Almighty has the right to claim ownership
over human life-whether their own or others'. Consequently, from the
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standpoint of Islamic ethics, abortion is impermissible, with no
distinction made between the presence or absence of a soul in the fetus,
as the embryo is considered a potential human being from the moment of
conception. In most non-religious ethical systems, abortion is permissible
and not regarded as unethical, as it aligns with utilitarian principles,
hedonism, convenience, and the avoidance of responsibility. However, in
the Islamic ethical framework, the fetus is recognized as a human being.
Moreover, the ethical system emphasizes the impact of abortion on the
moral agent’s character, its role in either attaining moral perfection or
ethical decline, and its effects on the spiritual dimension, transcendental
values, and the individual’s ultimate moral and existential fulfillment.

Keywords
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Approach, Absolute Prohibition Approach, Nuanced (Differentiated)
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