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1. “Regulation of sexual behaviour under traditional Islamic law”, 1979
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Abstract

For many years, Orientalism has explored and produced its own literature in various
subjects of Islamic sciences. One of the sciences of interest to orientalists is [slamic
jurisprudence and law, and among the prominent figures in this field are Goldziher,

Schacht, Coulson, and others.

Among these, Coulson is less well-known in the Persian-speaking space; while he
may be one of the strongest among them. Therefore, it is necessary to conduct re-
search on his views regarding Islamic law. Thus, the main question of the research
is: What are Coulson’s opinions on Islamic jurisprudence and law, and its compo-

nents and centers of gravity?

Based on this, a descriptive-analytical method and a critical approach were used
to refer to his books and articles. The result of the research shows that Coulson has
more strongly placed himself on the foundation laid by his mentor Schacht, be-
lieving in the falsity of many Islamic narratives to justify legal rulings, considering
Islamic law to be indebted to Roman, Iranian, and similar legal systems, deeming
it insufficient, incomplete, and heavily influenced by modern law, and identifying

and addressing six main and fundamental conflicts in Islamic law.

Colson, like many of his Orientalist peers, has had insufficient research and only in
the history and jurisprudence of Sunni Muslims, held specific unrealistic assump-
tions that are prevalent among Orientalists, and has utilized a viewpoint of Western

superiority over the East.

Key words: jurisprudence, Islamic law, Orientalism, Joseph Schacht, Noel Coul-

son, historical anal ysis method.
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