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particularly in the case of the Seal of the Prophets and the Ahl al-Bayt, practical injunctions like the
hajj were observed literally. Since the Imams themselves were embodiments of spiritual perfection,
applying such interpretations to them—as if they needed to “attain recognition of their own
Imam”—is rendered meaningless.

Keywords : Imam of the Time (Imam al-Zaman), Ismailiyya (Ismailis), Ta’'wil (Esoteric Exegesis),
Hadith of Recognition (Hadith al-Ma‘rifah), Imamate (Imamah).
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Analytical Study of the Hadith of Recognition (Ma‘rifah) and Its Esoteric
Exegeses (Ta'wilat) from thelsmailiPerspective
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& Abstract

One of the hadiths agreed upon by Islamic theological schools is the hadith “Man mata wa lam
ya'rif imam zamanihi mata mitata jahiliyyah” (Whoever dies without recognizing the Imam of his
time dies the death of ignorance), known as the Hadith of Recognition (Hadith al-Ma‘rifah), cited
in both Shi'a and Sunni hadith sources. Among these, the Ismailiyya (Ismailis), in their doctrinal
discussions on the Imamate—including the attributes of the Imam, the necessity of recognizing him,
and the method of his appointment—have also referenced this hadith in their literature, particularly
under the topic of recognizing the Imam. The content of the hadith underscores the elevated status
of the Imamate to such an extent that failure to recognize the Imam results in a “death inignorance.”
Ismailis, consistent with their hermeneutical strategy of applying esoteric exegesis (ta’wil) to Quranic
verses and hadiths, have proposed specific interpretations (ta’'wilat) for this hadith. This article
employs a descriptive-analytical method with a critical approach to elucidate the Ismaili perspective
on the ta’wil of the Hadith of Recognition. Key findings include: The acceptance of ritual prayer
(salat) being contingent upon recognizing the Imam. Equating the recognition of God (ma'rifat
Allah) with the recognition of the Imam. Symbolizing the washing of both hands in ritual ablution
(wudi’) asan allegory for recognizing the Imam.

However, the Ismaili ta’wil of practical injunctions—such as linking the obligation of pilgrimage
(hajj) to attaining recognition of the Imam of the Time—not only lacks textual evidence from the
Qur’an’s apparent meanings (zawahir), the Sunnah of the Prophet, or the teachings of the Imams
of the Ahl al-Bayt, but also contradicts their historical practice. Throughout prophetic history,
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