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Abstract

Women’s rights remain a central theme in human rights discourse, often framed around
the principle of gender equality. In contemporary Western frameworks, this typically
translates to a demand for absolute legal parity between men and women. In contrast,
Ayatollah Khamenei, drawing on Islamic teachings, emphasizes the inherent dignity of
women while grounding rights and responsibilities in the principles of justice and the
recognition of natural differences between the sexes. Within Ayatollah Khamenei’s
intellectual framework and the broader paradigm of Islamic human rights, women’s
rights are rooted in human dignity and moral values. Islam acknowledges essential
biological and psychological distinctions between men and women and, accordingly,
assigns differentiated rights and responsibilities, all within the broader aim of social
harmony and justice. This article seeks to address the following key questions: How does
Ayatollah Khamenei respond to the existence of seemingly unequal legal rulings between
men and women in Islamic jurisprudence? What position does Islam assign to women
from his perspective? What is the philosophical basis for the differences in rights and
duties between the sexes in his thought? How does this perspective contrast with modern
Western interpretations of women's rights? The study concludes that spiritual and moral
equality is a foundational value in Islamic thought, clearly reflected in Ayatollah
Khamenei’s approach. However, it argues that absolute legal equality is not a realistic or
necessary requirement for justice. Rather, justice is understood as giving each individual
what is due to them in accordance with their nature and social role. From this standpoint,
gender equality - as conceived within Islamic human rights - must be evaluated through
the lens of Islamic principles, which uphold both the recognition of natural differences
and respect for religious values.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
Legal differences based on gender have long been a subject of intense debate in the field
of human rights. The contemporary international human rights framework, grounded in
the principle of absolute gender equality, generally regards any differentiation based on
sex as a form of unjust discrimination. By contrast, the Islamic human rights tradition
interprets such differences not as discriminatory, but as reflections of natural, biological,
and functional distinctions between men and women, embedded in a divinely ordained
moral order.
Within this discourse, the views of Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei - Leader of the Islamic
Revolution and a prominent contemporary thinker - offer a distinctive and influential
approach. Critiquing liberal and secular perspectives on women’s rights, Ayatollah
Khamenei advances the notion of gender justice as a more grounded and holistic
alternative to absolute legal equality. In his framework, legal differences between men
and women are not products of inequality but are rooted in ontological differences and
the inherent roles designed by creation.
This study explores the theoretical foundations and normative implications of gender
distinctions in Islamic law - especially as articulated by Ayatollah Khamenei - and
compares them with the assumptions and prescriptions of the modern international
human rights regime. Ayatollah Khamenei argues that religious tradition, far from
perpetuating injustice, offers a balanced and spiritually informed model of justice. His
Eminence highlights the historical and ethical elevation of women in Islam, criticizing
modern secular discourse for reducing women to economic or sexual roles, an
objectifying trend the Leader sees as structurally degrading.
In contrast, modern international instruments, such as the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW), interpret legal equality as requiring identical treatment
regardless of biological or psychological difference. This model tends to obscure the
relevance of differentiated gender roles, often interpreting traditional roles as inherently
oppressive. Ayatollah Khamenei’s approach, however, maintains that difference is not
synonymous with discrimination and that justice sometimes requires tailored legal norms.
3. Methodology
This research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology and relies on documentary and
library-based sources. It draws extensively from Islamic Figh, theological texts, and
Ayatollah Khamenei’s speeches and writings to uncover the philosophical and normative
foundations of gender distinctions within the Islamic human rights framework. It then
analyzes key international human rights documents and the positions of global human
rights bodies regarding women’s rights.
Through a comparative approach, this study identifies both theoretical and practical
divergences between the two systems. It employs discourse analysis to extract central
themes in Ayatollah Khamenei’s perspective and ultimately formulates a conceptual
model of Islamic gender justice. The analysis is grounded in principles of legal
philosophy, the objectives of Sharia, and international human rights doctrines.
The primary sources include authoritative Islamic legal texts, international legal
instruments, Ayatollah Khamenei’s official addresses and publications, and academic
literature on women's rights in both Islamic and international contexts. These sources
are examined through a critical-analytical lens to articulate the key points of divergence
between the two paradigms.



The study also incorporates the theory of culturally-informed human rights, challenging
the universalist presumption embedded in international norms and underscoring the
necessity of interpreting legal values within their cultural, religious, and philosophical
contexts.

3. Results and Discussion

The findings of this research suggest that, within the Islamic human rights paradigm,
gender-based legal distinctions do not undermine human dignity. Ayatollah Khamenei
contends that equality does not require sameness; rather, true justice necessitates
acknowledging and responding to gender-specific differences in rights and
responsibilities.

In contrast, the international human rights system—by asserting absolute legal parity
often overlooks the biological, psychological, and sociocultural differences between men
and women. It tends to interpret traditional female roles, especially within the family, as
patriarchal instruments of control and frequently instrumentalizes women’s status.
Historically, two major paradigms have framed the debate on gender rights: The secular-
universalist approach, foundational to the modern international human rights regime,
emphasizes legal uniformity and frequently neglects ontological and psychological
distinctions; The value-based Islamic approach, which affirms essential, functional, and
normative distinctions between the sexes and views gender justice—not strict equality—
as the appropriate organizing principle of legal rights.

Ayatollah Khamenei’s jurisprudential and socio-religious interpretations offer a vital
contribution to articulating the Islamic conception of rights and dignity for both men
and women. He stresses women’s inherent dignity, spiritual status, and maternal role,
challenging the West’s reductionist framing and proposing an alternative, faith-based
model of gender justice.

This study poses a central question: do Islamic gender distinctions constitute unjust

discrimination, or can they be interpreted as expressions of ontologically grounded justice
that uphold human dignity and social harmony? It also questions whether the model of
absolute legal equality advanced by international norms genuinely aligns with women’s
dignity and justice.

The study finds that Islamic gender distinctions are part of a moral and social framework
aimed at sustaining balance within the family and community. Conversely, the
international model tends to measure justice by formal and outcome-based parity,
potentially neglecting deeper ethical and societal considerations.

4. Conclusion

This comparative analysis concludes that the Islamic human rights framework—rooted
in the Quranic worldview, Prophetic tradition, and modern Islamic legal thought as
exemplified by Ayatollah Khamenei—views gender-based legal distinctions not as
discriminatory, but as expressions of justice tailored to the natural capacities and roles of
men and women.

Unlike the abstract, individualistic, and formalist approach of the international human
rights system, the Islamic model emphasizes the preservation of women's distinct identity
and societal role. While men and women share equal human dignity and fundamental
moral rights, legal distinctions are justified in specific areas where justice and social
interest so require.

Ayatollah Khamenei offers a sustained critique of secular materialism and gender
neutrality, asserting that the erasure of fundamental gender differences in the name of
equality risks degrading women’s status and obscuring their true dignity. The Islamic
human rights model, by recognizing the philosophical and practical significance of gender



differences, promotes a vision of justice that affirms both rights and responsibilities in
light of moral integrity and social harmony.

As such, the model of Islamic gender justice articulated in this study presents a
compelling and culturally grounded alternative to dominant gender rights paradigms. It
reflects distinct ontological, anthropological, and epistemological foundations. What the
international system may label “discrimination” is, from this Islamic perspective, a
principled distinction rooted in divine wisdom and a holistic understanding of justice.
Keywords: Women, gender justice, Islamic human rights, equality, Ayatollah Khamenei
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