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Perceptions and dispositions are two aspects of human personality that
philosophers have long studied for their interrelationship. This research
explores how these aspects interact from Mulla Sadra's perspective.
According to Sadra, dispositions are substantial, while perceptions are
existential, and their union with the soul demonstrates that they not only
influence the substantial motion of the intensifying soul but also affect each
other. The findings of this study highlight a mutual influence: first,
dispositions impact perceptual faculties, where the existential rank and
substantial form of the soul guide the perceptual faculties and determine their
capacity to focus on purely material matters or the realm of the unseen.
Second, perceptual faculties influence dispositions, as repeated sensory,
imaginative, illusory, and intellectual data can stabilize the soul’s state in a
particular direction, forming a corresponding moral disposition. By analyzing
Sadra’s perspective in comparison to his predecessors using descriptive and
analytical methods, it becomes clear that the relationship between dispositions
and perceptions contributes to the substantial perfection of the soul. Due to
Sadra’s belief in imaginal immateriality, these influences persist with the
human being after death.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

According to the philosophers, disposition is a quality through which actions are easily and without prior
deliberation performed by the soul. The absence of deliberation does not mean the lack of an intellectual
basis for the action; rather, when a psychological disposition becomes entrenched, the soul does not require
new intellectual reasoning and deliberation to perform actions suitable to that disposition. Thus,
dispositions play a significant role in both the theoretical and practical realms of human life. Since the
perceptual faculties of the soul determine the intellectual bases of actions, it seems necessary to explain the
relationship between dispositions and perceptual faculties.

Discussion

The relationship between dispositions and the acquisition of knowledge, as discussed under titles such as
the influence of non-cognitive factors on knowledge, is one of the questions that has become a serious issue
for contemporary epistemologists, even though it has a historical background and has been addressed by
Greek and Islamic philosophers. Plato emphasized the influence of inner beauty on the perception of
intelligibles and, like Socrates, equated knowledge with virtue. In contrast, Aristotle distinguished between
intellectual and moral virtues and held that practical wisdom, which is one of the parts of the rational soul,
establishes the relationship between these two virtues. Therefore, he also considered knowledge a condition
for the realization of virtue but not knowledge of the theoretical wisdom or the knowledge of forms, rather
practical wisdom, which is the application of universal perceptions to particular actions to achieve a proper
goal. Muslim philosophers combined these two views and discussed moral virtues in relation to both
theoretical and practical wisdom. Farabi divided virtues related to the rational faculty into theoretical and
intellectual and called the virtues related to the appetitive faculty moral virtues. He described all virtues as
interconnected such that theoretical and intellectual virtues are causes for moral virtues, and they are formed
step by step in proportion to each other. 1bn Sina considered the formation of dispositions influenced by
the relationship between the soul and the body, with practical reason at the center. The relationship with
the body for humans is to perfect theoretical reason and to purify it, and managing this relationship is the
responsibility of practical reason. Thus, practical reason serves theoretical reason and governs bodily
faculties, and if it succeeds in not being influenced by them, virtues are formed, and if it is overwhelmed,
vices are formed. He stated that any soul purified of undesirable dispositions and whose practical reason
dominates its animal faculties becomes ready to receive divine grace. Conversely, if the soul possesses the
dominant state of the animal faculties, veils are created for the soul, preventing it from receiving knowledge
from the active intellect, which Ibn Sina called a psychological disease. He stated that just as someone with
the disease of a bitter tongue feels sweet things as bitter, and when the disease is cured, the sweetness is
perceived, the pleasure of the rational faculty is felt when the psychological disease of the dominance of
the animal faculties is removed, and otherwise, there is no desire to perceive intelligibles.

Among these, Mulla Sadra, by presenting different principles, explained the relationship between
perceptual faculties and dispositions more precisely, which is necessary to study. By clarifying it, it
becomes possible to predict and understand the intellectual bases of human actions, thus providing solutions
for changing and perfecting souls. Therefore, this article aims to address how dispositions affect perceptual
faculties and how perceptual faculties affect dispositions.

To answer the article's question, first, Sadra's principles in explaining this relationship are stated, then the
relationship of different perceptual faculties with dispositions is specified, and finally, Sadra's analysis is
evaluated. The method used in this research is descriptive-analytical, which is based on data obtained from
Sadra's works through library research.

Conclusion

Sadra, by proposing different principles (the soul in its unity is the whole of the faculties, existential and
cognitive perfection of the soul, the unity of knowledge, the knower and the known, and the substantial
view of dispositions which result from repeated actions of the soul's faculties), explained the relationship
between perceptual faculties and dispositions more precisely. According to Sadra's view, the soul undergoes
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substantial motion and existential intensification through the process of influences between these. The
influences between these two can be examined in two aspects: a) If the soul's state is stabilized due to the
repeated actions of a particular perceptual faculty, a disposition is formed, which in turn has consequences.
In other words, from the aspect of the influence that perceptual faculties have on dispositions, sensory,
imaginative, illusory, and intellectual data, if repeated in a particular path, can stabilize the soul's state in
that direction and shape a disposition corresponding to those data for the soul. b) The dispositions that the
soul currently possesses, which in reality reflect its existential rank and can determine the capacity to
receive or not receive knowledge. In other words, from the aspect of the influence that dispositions have on
perceptual faculties, the soul's existential rank and substantial form direct its perceptual faculties and
determine their capacity to focus on purely material matters or the realm of the unseen.

Finally, by evaluating Sadra's view in light of his principles, it becomes clear that his explanation of the
relationship between dispositions and perceptual faculties is superior to the common view of the past, i.e.,
the Peripatetics, and resolves the objections raised against it.
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