An Analysis of Professional Ethics in Teaching and Instances of Its Violation:
Educational Experts’ Perspectives in Spotlight
Behruz Lotfi Gaskaree,! Fateme Chahkandi 2

Article info Abstract

The complexities and dynamic nature of teaching profession along
with the changing paradigms of teaching, learning, and assessment
call for the ethical principles of teaching to be revisited. Yet, the
available ethical principles and codes of behaviors are not specific to
teaching and adherence to them does not necessarily count as
adherence to teacher professional ethics. The aim of the present
study is to examine professional ethics with regard to teachers’
particular roles and responsibilities and to situate them within the
changing education paradigms. Also, the study has as its aim the
identification of the cases where these professional ethics can be
violated. In so doing, interviews were conducted with 10 faculty
members across 4 Iranian universities and the results were
thematically-analyzed. Analysis of findings indicated that replacing
professional ethics with general ethical principles, the use of materials
with no consideration of evaluating or adapting them, failure to
provide a need-responsive pedagogy, lack of appropriate
understanding of educational objectives, insufficient assessment
literacy and the use of inapproptiate assessment approaches, along
with teaching without taking the discursive practices of each
discipline and students’ identities in those disciplines into account
can be considered as examples of violation of professional ethics in
teaching. Besides providing a deeper understanding of the
professional ecthics, the results of the current study can have
significant implications for teacher trainers and policy makers in
education. Moreover, the findings provide teachers with a yardstick
against which they can evaluate their instructional practices.
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Introduction

Professional ethics is a set of norms, principles, and moral codes that are determined according to the
role of individuals in particular professions (Arasteh & Jahed, 2010; Imanipour, 2011; Snieder & Zhu,
2020; Soltaninejad et al., 2023). As individuals opt for a particular profession, another dimension of
professional ethics is added to their repertoire of practical ethics as a result of their roles and
responsibilities in that profession (Holzweiss, & Walker, 2016; Kalhor & Asadi, 2021; Safian et al., 2018).
Accordingly, ethics in every profession consists of general and professional ethics, and the correct
understanding and practice of both dimensions is the requirement of professional ethics.

In teaching profession, teachers' adherence to professional ethics is of particular importance
considering teachers’ impact on learners’ behavior and thoughts and their responsibility in meeting
students’ needs (Gholampour et al., 2019). Additionally, the distinctive context of teaching and factors
such as cultural background, classroom management, student-teacher relationships, assessment
methods, need-based teaching, theory-oriented and research-oriented teaching, and the use of
technology all add to the complexities of professional ethics in teaching profession. As a result,
professional ethics in teaching profession should be established by considering the aforementioned
complexities as well as the human, national, cultural and religious principles (Arasteh & Jahed, 2013;
Safian et al.,, 2018).

Yet, the available professional ethics are not unique to teaching profession and are practiced in all
professions. For instance, principles such as sense of responsibility, loyalty, trustworthiness, honesty,
justice, observance of religious and social affairs, and confidentiality are among the ones emphasized by
many professions. However, adherence to these general moral principles does not necessarily lead to
professional ethics in teaching. Therefore, professional ethics should be developed for teaching as a
single and distinctive profession.

Furthermore, the shift in educational paradigms calls for new definitions of professionalism in
teaching profession. Therefore, ethics and examples of its violation have also undergone significant
changes in recent years. For example, content relevance and fairness in grading were once emphasized
as appropriate assessment practices. Although these principles are still viable, they are by no means
enough for professional ethics. Accordingly, the ethical principles and examples of their violation
should be modified and upgraded taking into account the new educational theories and paradigms.
Otherwise, teachers may unintentionally violate professional ethics by following the principles
governing prior paradigms (Buchanan, et al., 2022). The objective of the current study is to explore the
perspectives of teaching experts about the professional ethical principles in teaching profession defined

according to the latest educational theories and paradigms.
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Methodology

Participants

The participants of the current study comprised 10 faculty members (6 males and 4 females) in teaching
English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) with the age range of 39 to 63 and the mean teaching experience

of 12 years. They were selected based on convenience sampling method.

Instruments and Data Analysis
The data collected through semi-structured interview and narrative inquiry were content analyzed using
Braun and Clarke’s (2000) framework and the main themes were extracted by comparing, juxtaposing

and clustering the initial codes.

Results

The results pointed to some instances of the violations of professional ethics in teaching profession.

1) Replacing Professional Ethics with General Ethics.
Teachers are characterized with a plethora of roles and responsibilities which are shaped according to
their professional knowledge and skills, as well as their relationships with peers, students, and parents.

These roles and responsibilities cannot be addressed solely by relying on professional ethics.

2) Failure to Play the Role of Material Evaluator and Developer

Teachers’ lack of ability in evaluating, adapting and using educational materials is considered a violation
of teachers' professional ethics as learners’ needs are not duly addressed, sufficient content and practice
for the learners is not provided, learners can feel less motivated for learning, and ultimately, learning

goals are not achieved.

3) Inappropriate Evaluation Procedures and Lack of Assessment Literacy

Adopting appropriate assessment procedures and according to “assessment as learning” paradigm is of
great significance as students are provided with timely and required feedback and their areas of weakness
is identified. In other words, teachers’ assessment approach is directly related to the degree of students'
patticipation in the learning process, achieving educational goals and developing their knowledge and
skills. On the other hands, failure to adopt appropriate assessment procedures leads students to superficial,
short-term and memorization-based learning. Nonetheless, the ultimate aim of education is the cultivation

of creative, competent students, equipped with the power of analysis and production of knowledge.

4) Incomplete Understanding of Educational Objectives
The goal of teaching should be helping learners rebuild their professional identity and harness their
skills including critical thinking, problem solving, developing social skills of interaction and teamwork.

However, the common view on learning objective is teaching content specific to academic disciplines.
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Such an understanding deprives students of discovering their interests and talents and acquiring

professional identity.

5) Failure to Provide Need-responsive Pedagogy
Teachers should possess the necessary competencies and skills to play their role as needs assessors.
Needs assessment is a key role requiring teachers’ understanding of students, their backgrounds and

learning styles, as well as subject knowledge and effective learning strategies.

6) Failure to Provide Discourse-based Instruction

Each discipline is characterized by a discourse community with its own way of thinking, performance,
interpretations, communication and reasoning methods. Having a deep understanding of the discourse
of each field of study is an important moral responsibility as it helps teachers to understand the specific
needs and challenges of the learners, design educational practices that properly responds to these needs,
prepare students for partaking in their professional community, and acquiring professional identities by

mastering its demands.

Conclusion

This research emphasizes the importance of preparing teachers through update research results and
effective programs to overcome the challenges of professional ethics. Unfortunately, the issue of
professional ethics is not propetly addressed in the current teacher education programs in Iran and there
is an urgent need for programs and courses in which the issue of professional ethics of teachers is
specifically addressed. In addition to teacher preparation programs, ethical codes can be developed
based on the recent educational paradigms to be delivered to teachers as a comprehensive ethical

document.
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