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Abstract

The rise of empiricism in the modern era extended its influence into all dimensions
of existence, prompting empirical science—originally concerned with the natural
world—to comment on non-empirical matters. Influenced by this perspective, some
Iranian religious reformists have applied scientific allegorical interpretations to the
Qur’an’s supernatural phenomena. These interpretations, by stripping such phenome-
naof their metaphysical and miraculous aspects, reframe them as natural occurrences.
This research, using a descriptive-analytical method based on library resources,
aims to explore which supernatural elements of the Qur’an have been subject to sci-
entific reinterpretation in contemporary Iran and how valid these interpretations are.
According to the findings, various supernatural events have been interpreted in nat-
uralistic terms: the parting of the sea as a tidal event; the gushing of a spring by
Moses’ staff as a mechanical reaction; the shining hand (Yad Bayda’) as radioac-
tivity; the positioning of a mountain as its slope; the raising of the dead by Jesus
as enlightenment of the ignorant; the term Namlah as a human tribe; ‘Ifiit as dark-
skinned people; the Hudhud as a messenger; Ababil as a smallpox outbreak; and the
Prophet’s ascension (Mi‘rdj) as a cosmic journey. These interpretations, however,
are inconsistent with the apparent and contextual meaning of the Qur’anic verses.
Keywords: Qur’anic Interpretation; Positivism; Scientific Allegory; Contemporary
Iran.
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