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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The objective of this research is to investigate the semantics of
the Arabic term harafa (<>—=) within the context of the Holy Qur’an. That is, it seeks to
examine the semantic relationships, contextual dependencies, and semantic network of
verses and vocabulary in relation to each other, in order to identify the meaning of this
term within the Qur’anic lexicon. Considering the importance of semantics in the deep
understanding of Qur’anic vocabulary, this research endeavors to uncover the meaning of
the term harafa in the Qur’anic text. Accordingly, the main question of the study is the se-
mantic analysis of harafa in the Qur’anic verses. The semantic analysis of harafa includes
investigating its lexical meaning, as well as exploring the domains of collocation, substi-
tution, and semantic opposition within the Qur’anic text. This study particularly focuses
on examining the extent of divergence between the Qur’anic and the lexical meanings of
harafa, and on analyzing how collocational, substitutional, and oppositional relationships
influence the semantic development of this term in the Noble Qur’an.

Research Methodology: This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach. Initially,
classical and contemporary Arabic lexicons and dictionaries were surveyed. Subsequent-
ly, utilizing semantic frameworks, the semantic relations of the word harafa were identi-
fied across three dimensions: syntagmatic (co-occurrence), paradigmatic (substitution),
and opposition. Furthermore, the Qur’anic meaning of harafa was extracted through the
analysis of exegetical works, the contextual flow of Qur’anic verses, and attention to the
semantic network within the Qur’an. This method enables a more precise understanding
of the word’s meaning in both classical Arabic lexicography and the context of the Holy
Qur’an, as well as the semantic differences and connections between these two textual
domains.
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Research Findings: The findings of this research indicate that the semantics of the
word harafa are elucidated through a multi-stage process: first, by considering its
definitions in Arabic dictionaries; second, by examining its usage within the Qur’anic
text; and subsequently, by analyzing its syntagmatic, paradigmatic, and oppositional
relationships within the Qur’anic context, while also considering the contextual flow
of verses and the semantic interconnectedness of Qur’anic vocabulary.
Consequently, the initial exploration of the word’s lexical meaning in dictionaries
provided a foundational semantic field. Through the analysis of its semantic rela-
tions within the Qur’an’s semantic network — specifically its syntagmatic, paradig-
matic, and oppositional connections — a slightly modified meaning, congruent with
the Qur’anic semantic framework, was discerned. The concept of harafa thus evolves
into a characteristic or attribute ascribed to a specific group of disbelievers. This sheds
light on aspects such as the reasons for their disbelief, why they are subject to divine
condemnation, and their manifest loss and detriment resulting from the act of distor-
tion/alteration (Tahrif).

Conclusion: This research demonstrates that the meaning of the term harafa in the
Holy Qur’an while maintaining a connection to its lexical roots, has undergone a
semantic shift from a positive connotation associated with location to a negative one.
It is employed as an attribute and characteristic of disbelieving individuals. Specifi-
cally, within the context of the Holy Qur’an, in verses addressing the actions of the
People of the Book concerning the Torah, God utilizes a distinct semantic application.
Through the verb (yuharrifu), the Qur’an refers to the inappropriate interpretations
and the act of distortion committed by the Jews. This research serves as a reliable re-
source for scholars in the field of Qur’anic word semantics and contributes to a more
profound understanding of the concept of the alteration (Tahrif) of divine scriptures.

Keywords: Holy Qur’an, Semantic Fields of Harafa, Semantic Relations, Semantic
Shift
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